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Began at. 

W B ST Mm S^EK, . 

The Tenth Day of Februdry, in 

the Twelfth^ Year of the Reign of 
King William^ An. Dom. lyoo. 

To which is added, 

I ' The Short Defence of the laft Parliament, ^c. 



By the fame Author. 
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T O 

Jnthony Hamfnond, Efq;^ 

SIR, 

AN Hoheft Zeal for the wel- 
fare of the Publick, and a 
juft ihdignation to fee the 
'3fl: Houfc of Commons Co un- 
worthily treated, movd me to 
write thisHiftory, and the gene- 
ral acceptance it has met with from 
all honeft Gentlemen, gave me 
refolution to Infcribe it to you. 
A Friendfhip fo largely began, and 
fb long continued as ours, might 
have claim'd a more timely Ad« 
dre6. But I prefum'd not fo far 
upon my own performance as to 
grace it with a Friends name, rill 
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the fuccefs did in a manner war* 
rant my Confidence. However) 
I am not yet fo vain, as not to dis- 
cern, that the kind reception it 
hath met with, is owing more to 
the honefly of the Intention, and 
the Juftice of the Caufe, than to 
the skill of the Author, or the me- 
rit of his performance. 

It is ufual to fay fomething in 
thefe Cafes to the Ferfon Addrefs'd 
to, not perhaps what is thought 
of him, but what is intended he 
he (hou'd believe is thought 
of him* For that reafon the 
good things I have to iay of 
you, (hall be faid behind your 
Back, where they will be better 
received, and Icfs fufp€(Sted than 
by yourfelf. 

It has been the endeavour of 
ibme to fright us out of our Liber- 
ties with the apprehenfions of Sla- 
very, 
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very, as wretched JVfifers ftarvc 
thcmfelves for fear of want. Yet 
ourdanger from Foreign Enen>ics 
is neither fo great nor fo near,as to 
juftify any negledt of Pomeftick 
Mifmanagements and Incroach- 
naents. But to judge rightly, and 
to meafure diilances and propor* 
tions truly, is the Talent of a very 
few, and therefore we have rea- 
fon to regret the lofs of any one 
Mcaiber of the laftHoufe in whom 
we have experienced thofe Gifts. 
But it is the infirmity of Humanp 
Nature to be always Repenting, 
and always Creating freih matter 
of Repentance. To this frailty 
impute it, that you, and fome 
others of thofe worthy Pcrfonsi 
have not met with thofe acknow- 
ledgments from us, that their 
Care of our Country and Cop* 
ilitutio^ defer v*d, for which w^ 

A3 QM^I 
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pught lb to acquit our (elves up- 
on the next occa{ion,ancl to make 
fuch honourable Reparation as 
may convince the World that 
it was Surprize, not Ingratitude 
that made us this timeunjuflj 
which, I hope, will be the hearty 
endeavour of every honeft Man, 
as well as of 



Sir, 



Tcttr mefl 



bumhfe Sfrvan$, 
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lies and Ejiatesy all through the Nation^ 
n^re excluded from the number of the Kings 
Friends^ becaufe they fcornd to play the 
Sycophants like the others 3 and the Cdurt 
was foon filled with VerJonSj vphofe ohfcu- 
ritjfufferd 'em not to be known before ^ or 
wbofe Compliances in the late Reign^ had 
rendered 'em at prefent fuficiently Obnoxi^ 
om. Having thus got footing in the Courts 
they made it their Bufinefs^ by Intrigue and 
Mifreprefentation^ to fupplant^ as many as 
polflbly they coud^ who did not fall direS- 
ly in with thcm^ and their meafures^ and 
who jiilljhewed fo much Con fideration for 
the inter e(i and Conjiitution of their Coun- 
try^ as not to be hurried into any precipitate 
A&ion contrary to 'em. 

Thefe were generally of the Church Ejia- 
hlijh'd by Law ; and tho in the Reign of 
King Charles, they had been difcriminated 
by Names^ importing little Agreement 5 
yet in that of bis Brother^ they jointly 
made a fiandj in Defence of our Religion^ 
LawSj Liberty^ and Property^ whilji the 
Diflenters Jddrefs'd^ with Offers of their 
Lives and Fortunes^ to pull *em down. 
However^ thefe latter were thought the pro- 
perer Injiruments toferve the Purpofes of 
fome People^which wanted no Honour orTrue 
Z)nderjlandjng to carry 'em on^ but were 
\ bet" 
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better brought about by Knavifl) Cuftmng 
Confidence and Obfequioufnejs. And tBere^ 
fore^ the other were to be Shuffled out of the 
Pacbi asfaji as they coud ^ and in their 
Jiead^ afet of Hungry, Bold, indigent Per^^ 
Jons were to be brought into the Adminifira,' 
tion of Affairs, not only in the Court, but 
all the Nation over. The Commijjions of 
Lieutenancy, and the Peace, were changd 
throughout the greatejl part ^/England, and^ 
Men of no Birth, Fortunes or Reputation, 
VKre put into the places of the beji Gentle- 
men, who were every where turnd out, this , 
was done to give the Mobb a tajie ofAw^ 
thority, and by raifing V^ ^o a feeming 
Level with the beji Men of their Country^ 
to habituate 'em^ to ajawcy Familiarity 
and Contempt of their Betters. In doing 
this, they had two Things principally in 
View: Firji, by preferring Juch Men, they 
gave fuch a precarious Authority only as 
depended upon their Pleafure, and confe- 
quently they fixd to *em a Party, that might 
be prompted to what they pleas d, and were 
in appearance of great Strength, if not in 
reality. Secondly, That they (houd there-: 
by Create fuch a lajiin^ Animofity between 
the Gentry^ and the Mobb, as might k.eep, 
*cm perpetually divided and oppofite, efpe^ 
cidly in all public^ Matters^ as Rle^ions 
for Parliaments, Sec. And 
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^d perhaps there was a third Thing in 
frofpdi of deeper reach than all thejc 5 
which vpos^ That Jhond it have pleafed Gad^ 
for our Sins J to have fnatched from us the 
Kingy on the fnddek by chance of War^ or 
»t her fatal Accident ^ during the Tumult af 
Arms abroad^ and the Civil Diforders they 
bad raised among us at home^ and a nume^ 
rousy corrupt^ licentious Party throughout 
the Nation J from which the Houfe ^/Com- 
mons was jometimes not free^ they might 
enffertain Hopes from the advantage of being 
af the Helm^ and the Ajji fiance of their 
Rabble^ to have put in PraSlice their own 
Schemes, and have given us a new Model 
^f Government of their own ProjeSion^and 
fo to have procured to themfelves a lajiing 
Impunity J and to have mounted their own 
Beafi^ the Rabble, and driven the Sober part 
of the Nation like Cattle before 'em* 

That this is no gronndlefs Conje^ure^will 
readily appear to any conjfdering PerfonSy 
pom the Treatment of her Royal Highnefs 
thePrincefs ofX^zvimvc^jthe Heirefs Apparent 
to the Crown, met with all along from them^ 
and all their Party They were not contented 
to^ [l)cw her a confiant NegleS^ and Slight 
tLeiz/fdves, but their whole Party were in* 
jiructcd to trat her not only with DifrefpeS^^ 
bi{t Spfght 3 Thiy were hnjie to traduce Her 

with 
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tPtib falje und Jcandalous Afperfofts -^ and 
fa far they carried the Affront^ as to mak^ 
Her at one time almofl the common SfiijeSf 
of the Tittle Tattle of al mo ft every Coffee-^ 
Houfeand Drawing Roomy which they pro^ 
mot ed with as much Zeal^ Application and 
Venom^ as if a BillofExclufion had then 
been on the Anvil^ and thefe were the In- 
trodnSfory Ceremonies* 

It is no anfwer to fhk Ohfervation^ to 
fajy that the Vulgar will give themfilver 
unjufiifiahle Liberties of Talking^ and that 
Princes^ how Sacred foever their Perfont 
be J muji expeS to feel fometimes the canfe^ 
lefs lajh of their licentious Tongues. Buf 
h is an old Obfervation^ That the Flock 
never wanders without fome Bell- weathers 
to lead 'em aftray. When Dijeafes are £- 
pidemical^ Phyficians tell us^ There is a: 
Contagion in the Air, and by the ZJniver'^ 
fality of the Infe&ion dmongfl one Party^ 
*tis eafie to guefs from what garter the 
Malignant Blaji proceeds. Let 'em them 
fhakp what ufe they can of the ungovernable 
Licence of the Mobb, it will hold everUji- 
ingly true. That the People never givejuch 
a general loofe to their Tongues, till their 
Brains have been Jirfi inflam'd tbrough 
their Ears, by Men ofworfe Principles^ 
and deeper Defigns, by whom they are thus 
wrought up to the Execution of em. It 
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h mght perhaps be ajirong Confirmatiofi 
9 four Sufpicions^ if we were to observe the 
Critical Timing of thofe Stories in thejirli 
Invention J and in Reviving of *em after^ 
wardsj and the Confidence wherewith the 
Dijfenters^ efpecially the leaji Cautious of 
^enSj exprefs their Satis faSion in hopes that 
the Princefs (houd never fncceed to the 
Crown. But jince thefe Reports are hitfifd^ 
and the Hopes of the P arty in that P oint 
Ijuajh'd for the pre/ent, I /hall wave 
any farther RefieSfion^ only with this no^ 
iice^ That their Affe&ions are not changd 
tpiih their Hopes^ as we may observe by the 
Alacrity and RefpeSt with which they affeU 
to fpeak^ of the Princefs and the nonfe of 
Hanover, whom they k^oiv not^ and the 
Coldncfs and Silence wheremth they pafs 
ever the next and immediate Heir^ fince they 
dare no more. 

If the great ones that head and cherijh 
that Party, woud be thought not to En- 
courage fnch Principles and PraSices^ let 
*em by them/elves^ and their Minions and 
immediate Favourites^ fet 'em better Ex- 
amples of Duty and RefpeSl. The common 
People are too apt to imitate^ or defert their 
Party- Leaders. Let 'em therefore mend 
their Patterns^ and they wiS foon find. the 
Manners of their whole Party mended^ or 

them* 
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themjelves abandoned by \m. Ij they neg* 
UB to do thky the World has no reafon t4 
believe 'em^ when they pretend to be in rea^ 
lity vphat they refufe to be in Appearance^ 
and are fo parfnl of hazarding an Interefi 
vphich they cant ufe to good Purpofes. 

But the F art ^^ rphichthefe Men haveEf^ 
fOHs^dy and whofe Interefis upon all Occa^ 
fions they promote and advance^ have been 
always hpown for notorious Dealers in Ca* 
lumny and Slander ^ and 'tis no lefs noto^- 
tioufy that their Tirade infcnrriloHs Lam- 
poonsy impudent Libels^ fcandalous Fam^ 
phletSj forged Accufations, and groundlefs 
Calumnies^ has been wonderfully improvd 
pncefome of our late Minify put themfelves 
openly at the Head of^em. It wereendlefr 
to ennumerate the fever al infamous Libels 
which that FaStion has Spawn d^ and dif-^ 
ferfed not only alt over England, but even 
through Holland, Germany and the Weft 
Indies, that they might as far as lay in their 
power J Poifon the whole World at once. 
Some of*emj have Libell'd the whole Nati- 
on in the Aggregate^ others have Reviled 
the Parliament in the LufHp^ and an Infi- 
nity have been fent abroad^ unjujUy to De- 
fame particular Members. A Catalogue 
ofallthefi TPoud make a Black Lift indeed^ 
t»hich might move Envy even in the Devil^ 

t^ 
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1o fee himfelf fi far outdone at bk ovph 
Weapons^ Malice and Lying*. 

To Rah into Juch najiy Ordure vpere to 
Votfon the Reader ^ except he he bUfi mt6 
u deryfirong Conjiitution/ or a powerful 
Antidote. I Jhall therefore pafs over the 
tphole Herd oftnercenarf Scrihhlers^who live 
by Lyings and coud not get, their Bread 
but by Slander. Let *em likfi impure Swine ^ 
fiill gather up their Morfel from the Dung- 
hill, and "may their Lives be as long as they 
are loath fome and wretched i All good Men 
will for ever loath and dejpife *em as much I 
do. Ijloall take notice of only of one ofthefe 
Libels, which for the fuperlative Non/ence^ 
the manifeji Abfnrdtty, and the comprehen- 
five Shortnefs of it, feems preferrable to 
£egion, or any of the reji , of their^'Pro* 

duSions. '.:.-. .\,. , i 

Tl^. Paper I mean. ,if tltg Bl^ck^fcift, 
therein the Author, (for '/ Jhall treat the 
Qub that hatched it as a fingle Perfon here^ 
becaufe with united Folly, they have pro- 
due d a very uniform piece ofNonfence and 
Abfurdity^ 'does with a gallant Impudence 
tell the whole Nation whom they Jhall Choofe^ 
and whom they Jhall RejeH, without fo much 
us offeriug one Reafon why they Jl^ould pay. 
fo much deference to a namelefs Perfon* 
Tfs true^ Ik . prefixes to his Cataloguefeve* 

ral 
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fitl iffipertlnent ^terieSy relating ffeitf^r ii 
the FJe&orSj nor the Perfons to be EleSfed^ 
nor the bnfinefs and end of Ele&ions^ by 
which he downright calls all the Freehold- 
ers and Freemen of the Nation Sots, Sots 
that are to be direSed^ without Reafon or 
Aftthoritjy by a Knave and a Fool vpithottt 
a Name. Then he proceedif to Nd^e a hun- 
dred and Jixty feven Gentlemen of the befi 
^alitjfy Figure^ and Reputation^ for Birth^ 
Efiatef^ and Abilities in the whole King-' 
dom^ one half of which y let him begin to 
number at which end ofhh Liji he pleafes^ 
are able to pur chafe ^ baffle ^ and overthrow 
the EJiateSy Projeifsy and Interefts of him^ 
and all hk Party. 

Butfince this Author feems not to know 
for what End and Purpofe Members arc 
Ele&ed by the People to Reprefent \m in 
Parliament^ Ifi)all firji tell him that^ and 
then proceed to give him fome In(lru&idns 
fir the next Edition of hk Paper. The 
Bnfinefs therefore of a Houfe <?/Coiiirlions, 
is to Reprefent the whole Comnionalty of 
England 5 That k^ to do all thofe Things^ 
and Exercife all thofe Ponder f for the Wei* 
fare and Safety of the Publick^ which the 
whole Common People wond be fuppos'd to 
Do and Exercife^ cou*d they Affemblt toge- 
ther^ and Confult^ and Debate Orderly and 
Quietly J and deliberate Maturely for their 
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0V0n common Good and Safety. They are 
to appoint all pHblick DkburfementSj the 
^lantityj Time^ and Manner of their Pajh 
mentSy the TJfes to which they are to be 
Dijpcs*d^ and if they pleafe^ the Officers 
through whofe Hands it (ball pafs. They are 
to Enquire howfuch Sums have been Apply d^ 
and if they find any Mif application^ to 
bring the Offenders to Punijhment. They 
are to Advife withj and AJJiji the other 
Two Soveraign Ejiates, in all arduous Af* 
fairs^ efpecially in Malting and Contriving, 
good Laws for the Security of our Religion^ 
Liberties and Properties, ihey are to Re* 
vive fuch good Laws as are Antiquated^ 
and to Repeal *em if the Reafons be ceatd^ 
and the Laws themfelves of no longer TJfe 
and Benefit to the Publich They are to 
ProteS and Prefirve Entire^ the Rights 
and Privil edges of the whole People ^as a '^d 
Part of the Soveraignty. They are to 
Reprejs and Punijl) all Infolencies and 
Affronts offer d to thafEjiate which theyRepre^ 
fent^ and to take care that fuch Offenders be 
Corrected according to their Demerits. There 
are many other Things which I could tell him y 
of no lejs Moment 5 but this Authors Head 
is not made to bear much^ and therefore I 
fpare him^ and pafs on to the InfiruSions. 
And here J becaufe fomc Truth of Fa£l 

looks 
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oks vpell in a Puhlicl^ Paper^ even when 
the Bufinefs of it is to Lje^ Mifrepyefent^ 
dndiHake falje Inferences^ he Jfjond^ in- 
fiead of hk Impertinent Series at the be- 
ginning of his Paper have told his Reader: 

That the Perjons under-named were mo (I 
of*emMenofthemo(i CQnfiderable Efiates 
in England, but that they were the lefs 
proper Men to ferve 'em for that. Foir 
Men of great Ejiates , are undonbtcdly 
mofi liable to Venality and Corruption , 
and as they had little to fear, and ufual" 
ly nothing to lofe, but their Honour and 
Ejiates, it was moji probable they might 
he either Avpd or Bribed from their Duty 4 
But that on the contrary, there were abun- 
dance of very good Patriots with very f mall 
Fortunes^ and very good Places, that Afpird 
to ferve their Country in the room of the fa 
Men, whohjcving much to lofe, and little 
to fupport V/», when their Places were gone, 
woud therefore be very Cautious what they 
did, and confequently were the fitteji Per^^ 
fons to Jerve *em in Parliament. 

He (hohd have Informed 'em. That the 
Gentlemen of the Lift, were many of 'em of 
very Antient Families, and had their Ejiates 
and Seats tranfmitted to 'em through many 
Defcents, and a long Series of Anceflors s^ 
a^id confequently that it ivas not to be won- 

a 2 derd 
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aerd atj if being vi>eary of their old fami^ 
liar Manfions, they jimtd covet fuch firtt 
New Houfes as they fee the Courtiers run 
I'p C7jcry diyy and confcqnently Jljoud Be-- 
tray their own Property^ to compafs theft 
gay fine I hings^ which they coud not have 
otherwife. But that there vpere thofe ready 
tofcrve \m^ vpho h^d thefe Things already^ 
avd therefore nmft needs be paft the Defire 
of 'em ; and having render d themfelves 
Obnoxious to procure *em^ vrould tal^e care 
hovp by fi-efij Misbehaviours they forfeited 
thofe hopes of Impunity^ which they now lor 
bourcl and jiood Candidates for'> 

He jhoud have Jffirn/dy '(for i^irming 
right or wrong., has been the coiijlant Pra&icc 
and main Support of his Party) that the 
Gentlemen being Men of great Capacity and 
TJnderfiandingy were therefore the more 
dangerousj a77d the lefs fit to be Trufied 
Tpi^h the weighty Affairs of the Nation 5 
ihat they were Scrupulous^ and apt to raife 
DifiicultieSj and oppofe the Pleafure of 
-their Superiours. But that there wer^ 
ufort of Men whom he coud recommend to 
V///5 eafie of Faith, fiow of Apprehenfion^ and 
very ready io give in to what Men better 
versed intheNiceties of State dire&ed *em to* 

lie might haveOhjc&cd again jl^cm^Hhat 
tlcy were Men of narrow Spirits^ that were 

for 
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for Crampvg^ and ContraUing the Church 
^^England to the (ir eight Limits ofTeJis^ 
and Articles^ and other fuch Clogs^ to Meu 
of a free and Hni^oanded Perfuafion. But 
there ji^ere others enow of generoui com^re- 
henfive Souls ^ who vpere for Enlarging the 
Pale of the Church, and taki^fg in Prote- 
ftants ofaU Denominations^ whether Pres* 
byterians, Independants, Quakers, Ana- 
baptifts, Arians, Socinians, Deifts, and 
J think, I may add Turks, Jews, and In- 
fidels : an Improvement that has hen long 
upon the Jnvtly and had not thefi Jlr eight- 
lac 4 Men objlru&ed it^ the Church bad 
long fince rejojcd in the downfal of Popery 
hy fuch an univerfal Comprehenfon. 

He might have Ac ens d *em of being Sor'- 
did J Covetous^ And Difcouragers of Part j; 
and Ingenuity 5 voha roere for confining 
Men in great Places to fettled Salaries and 
honeji Pcrauifitesj and taking from *em the 
overplus which was purely the fruit of their 
Sagacity and. Contrivance^ to the lofs of 
many Millions to his Majejiies moji imwz- 

diate Friends and Servants. But that there 

■I 

were ^ if they pleased to eleS *eni) a Race of 
old Spartans lefi^who encouraged Ingenuity^ 
even in Theft itfetfiand woud npt damp the 
Spirits of alte Minijiersj with Afts ofKt-n 
lUmption^and I^emands of Accounts which 
ir^rj ^ot, to ke ^^cff.' a 3 li^ 
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He mtglH hwe Inveigh' d agawjl 'em as 
^ Sour^ Morofe^ Sijiarrelfofne^ titigiouf 
fort of Men J That had Impeached great 
Lords far a few trifling Millions Beggdy 
perplexities^ Overfights^ and Negligences 
in A:counts^ Slips^ Inadvertencies j and 
want of Information infome Treaties con- 
eluded : and had flood out an angrjDifpnte 
with the Lords, about fom^ petty ^rivi- 
ledges, that only gave themfdves Tronble, 
and others Vexation. But he cotid offer 
a fat of good Temper dea^e complying Men^ 
that vpondnotput the Nation OHtofH^' 
pionr about fuch Matters, and woud part 
with any nnfaafonable Rights and Privi- 
ledges, rather than Ruffle the Lards, and 
put the Court into a Conflernation : Men 
that ivoud carry things on fa fmgothly, that 
the People fliond not hear of Male Admi* 
m(irutian, Dijfolutions and Nevp EleHions 
of Parliament twice in the Courfe of a Mans 
life. 

He might have Reproached 'em, with 
being the very Men that Disbanded the 
Army after the Pe^^e ^/ Refw ick, and left 
the fecurity of the Nation to its oyvn un- 
armed Strength, and two ill (^ontrivd in-, 
fajficient Treaties, by which we are put to 
\he trouble of Raifing frefh Forces upon 
f tyrj new Qcc^Jion : }f hereof if they wvud 

t^akc 
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take hk BjdcoMmendation^ he coud find 
^em a Set of Officers who rvoud take care to 
keep up fuch an Army at all times ^ as Jlwu'd 
not only be able to Defind^ but Govern us 
too^ even without a Parliamenty an d^ find 
fuch perpetual Funds for Subsidies, as 
might be fufficient upon allOccafions^ with- 
out giving the Country the Trouble or 
Charge of Granting^ Aff^IP^&'i ^^ Levying^ 
by any Civil Officer Sj and thereby Eaje the 
People totally of their Share in the Govern^ 
ment. 

If he woudtake this Method in the next 
Edition of his Black Lift, he woud thereby 
gain the Reputation of fome Sincerity at 
lea(lj his ReaConing woud be more Conclu- 
five^ and hisjuccefs much better. But hying 
and Slander has been the conjiant Support 
of their Party^ the only fuccefsful Engine 
which they have made ufe of to put Fools 
into a Ferment they kttew not why. h% 
falfe Clamour and Bellowing^ they have 
gaind to themfelves among fome People^ 
the Reputation of zealous Friends to the 
Government 5 which indeed they havejiuck, 
faji tOy but 'twas like Leeches '^ and a little 
Salt from the Hand f of the Parliament foon 
Jhewd what it was they Adherd fo clofe 
for. *Ti^ to be hop'd, that hereafter the 
^yes of the People will be mote open ^ and 
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their Ears lefs^ 4^nd that they mil b^ na i(> 
gcr hnrried beyond theirSenfcs by mere Noifi 
and Clamour. We have been driven already 
to the very Brink ^f D^firnHion^ our Irea* 
fnref have been riotoyfl^ Wa^ed^ and our 
Cottfiitutivn in danger of being Subverted^ 
and the Nation almojl in general Corrupt 
edj and all this under a Colour of a falfe 
preignded Zeal for the K.ings Perfon^ by 
which fome men h.we arrivd tofuch a height 
offuvour (It Conrt^ andfuch a degree of 
Popularity In the Lity^ that they have been 
able for fomo^ years to Brand all thofe who 
took ^ny cave of our Ccnfiitution, a^d 
offer d to require avy goad Husbandry in 
tfje D/fpo/hion of the Publick Treafures^ 
with odious unpopular Nanics^ and almofi 
to Jlir up the Mob again (I 'em 5 and when 
th^ir own rapacious^ fraudulent^ unskilful^ 
aful pernicious Adminijtrati.on was in^uird 
into^cmd hape the Addref^ to turn the Aj:* 
front upon fhe King^ and nmh it d Rer 
jiediion upon his Government. Thus had 
-they fucceededj ^heajd Kn^'iQi Conjiitutio^ 
hud exoir'd with his pre fen t Majejiy ; and 
ttm they are DcteS^^d^ they Bxpoje the 
Throne to the Odium of their own Ill-Con^ 
W^. Bit it is hop d^ that all honeji Men 
^ill hereafter be able tp make a tx;^e diffc 
f^nce beiwectf the A^s of a OrufifiUsPritice^ 

and 
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d»d the crafty MacbinatUns of a fnkle^fdf* 
ended feP of A^nijiers. And fince the nuL^ 
jority of the Ndtion^ have hy their choice^ 
ackfiowledgd their Obligations to mojl of 
thoji worthy Patriots^ whofe Courage and 
and Prudence fkmmd tbk impetuous Tor^ 
rent of Bribery and Corruption^and diverted 
the fatal Storm which hung over our 
Heads ^ I doubt not hut they will he daily 
morefenjibly convincd of their great Obli- 
gations to *em^nd take the firji Opportunity 
ofjhewing their Gratitude to thofe few of 
'em, whom the Malice, and Artifices of their 
Enemies have robb'd oftheprefent Acknow^ 
ledgmeni and Thanks due to their great 
Services. 

It may, perhaps, be fiill expe3ed, that ac* 
cording to the ufual Manner ^/Prefacers, / 
fbould have a great deal behind to fay of 
the Bookj and its Author, and forty odd 
Reafons to give for the Writing of it 5 hut 
thofe who havefuch Expe&ations, will he 
difapp&inted. For the Author I have little 
more to Jay ^ than that ajujl Indignation to 
fee the Authority of Parliaments fo In fulted 
and Trampled upon^pnt him upon this dejign^ 
from the more early exccfiTion of which l>c 
received an mmlcomc Divcrfion from L 
dffpofitionj and the care of fome Affairs 
Pfhich more nearly concern d himfelf, which 
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jobligd him to lay it ajide pr n confiderahle 

- time^pt be hopes it may not be unferviceable 

•jdW^* Ami the Af^thor ajfures him^ That 

peitber private Malice or Hopes prompted 

Jwn to it 5 and that the St^arrel of the Pah- 

lick apart y he has as much true value far 

\the Perfonal good S^ualities of fome ofthoje 

*a»ho p^y be thoHght to be reduced on^ as 

any of their Flatterers can have. On the 

other handy he hopes he has kfipt bimfelf 

clear of the Imputation of pattering thofe 

whofe 'Zeal for their Qountrey he admires. 

He has offer d no Incenfe at private Altars^ 

to tickle the Vanity y or provokfi the Bounty 

■of particular Men^ or to do any more than 

offer to 'em all hisjhare of thofe Thanks they 

■deferve from the whole Nation. And when 

tht oppojfte Party JhaU give him thefameRea* 

fon^ he affures 'cm^ be full he ready to he 

as juji to them. No Reader can be jo Ig- 

worant^ as not to fez in the perufal of this 

Booky that he had frequent Opportunities to 

lanach out into CharaSlers^ and Encomiums 

of many particular Members^ had his aim 

keen orjlytjy ingratiate himfelf with 'em 5 

bitt to avoid the fufpicion of that, he has 

declined to prefix his Name. For he affures 

the Reader he is as little fiarful, as ambir 

tie us of being Na/ffd. 



The" Preface. 

For the^Book itfelf he will fay little, k 
mu^ ftand or fall by the AjfeHions of the 
Readers^ who will mojl of em Jujiifie or 
Condemn if^ as they likfi theCanfe it pleadsm 
But if it finds any Readers yet calmly d^ 
posd to hear reafon in Co great a Caufe^ 'tit 
there he prop of es itjhoudbe of Service, And 
fomefHchheJuppofestberepuyflillbe, who 
are yet undetermind in their Judgments of 
tbefe Matters. One ObjeHion he fot^ees^ 
the Crftf^k^ nsay make to the Title ofthfs 
BqoJ\ 5 for ^ith the Latitude it is vpritten^ 
they \may think i^ ought rather to be called 
an Applpgy, than a Hiftory ; and he will 
allow their Exception fo far as to compound 
with 'em^ and to own it to be an Apologe- 
tick Hiftory. However , he is little 
folicitous about what Qlafs of Authors they 
(hall pleafe to put him into. He has endeor 
voured to relate Matters of Fad faithfully^ 
and to Jet the Anions of that Parliament in 
4 true light. If his Colours be thought byfome 
too ftrong^ they mufl impute /> to the prefcnt 
violent Humour of the People^ who have 
been accuflo^d of late to fuch glaring falje 
Colours^ that they cant relijh J oft Touches^ 

The Reader is not to expeU berc^ what 
pafsd within Doors ^ or any Accounts of the 
Debates^ or Speeches of particular Members^ 
or any thing more than has been Publijlfd 
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hj Order J vpth hh own Ohfirpathnf there-^ 
i^onMe leaves tbofe tb'wgs to the SecretHi* 
ftory Mongers^ who trade altogether in Fal^ 
ft>oods ana wrong Applications. But he things 
it the height of Impudence and Injujiice^ to 
reflet without Doors upon what is f aid with-^ 
w, ufuallj with much truer Intention of Ser* 
vice to their Ki^fg and Country Jthan it k re^ 
ported abroad with afterwards .Neither ntuji 
the Reader expe&y that he Jbould take notice 
of all the A3s of the laji Parliament^ that 
were an endlefs and an unnece/fary trouble 5 
but he has feleSed tbofe which were ofmofi 
Confequence to the Puhlick^ and which ^ive 
tbejujiejildea of their trueDifpoftion to (he 
Service of their King and Country. If herein 
be has acquitted himfelf as he ought^ and 
given the Reader any SatisfaHion^ he has 
bis aim, and will fee^ no farther. 
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Laft Parliament- 

AFTER a Tedious War of Tea 
Years, in Defence of our Reli- 
gion, and the Liberties of Bsr- 
rope, in which our particular 
Share amounted to upwards of Sixty Mil- 
lions Sterling, befides the Lofs of above 
Two hundred Thoufand Men, and about 
three Thoufand Ships with their Lading, 
a Sum beyond Computation 5 when by 
the Valour and Condud of his Majefty, 
and the Succefs of his Arms, the Pride 
oi France was humbled, and (he forced to 
beg Peace upon Terms no way fuitablc 
to the Haughtinefs of her Monarch j 
we began at laft to hope for,rather than 
enjoy the Fruits of an Honourable Peace, 
it was no fmall Surprize and Affliftion to 
all Good Men, Lovers of their Country, 

to 
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to fee ourfelvcs without the leaft Over-* 
tore of Hoftility or either fide, on the 
fudden involved atrefti in a Neccffity of- 
a War of much more Ruinous Confe- 
quence, and under Circumftances infi- 
nitely more difficult and di (advantageous, 
than we began the former ; A War ia 
all appearance like to be exceedingly 
more Expenfive, Obftinate and Bloody, 
unlefs we take Nleafures of better Thrift, 
and more good Husbandry than hitherto 
we have dpne, in the Management of 
the Publick Revenues, and in the pro- 
viding for, and payment of our Fleet 
and Armies. 

But, tho* War at any time may be 
reckoned amongft the fevered Calamities 
that can befal any Nation, it is at this 
Jundure the moft unhappily circuraftan* 
tiated for us of any that ever we were 
cngag'd in. For the Death of the Duke 
of GloHceJier^ having to all outward ap- 
pearance put a Period to the Royal Line 
in England, and open'd a wide Breach in 
thofe Banks, which we have been at fo 
immenfe a Charge to caft up for the 
Defence of our Religion and Property,it 
required the moft fedate Thoughts,, and 
moft mature ConOdcration of the united 
Wifdom of the Nation to repair em j 

and 
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and to fettle and fecure the Succeffidn to 
our Crown, on worthy and honourable 
Heads, fuch as had been nurs'd up in a: 
Religion, Form of Worftiip, and Go- 
vernment not irreconcileable to our own. 
This oblig'd us to look once more abroad, 
and to graft fome Foreign Plants upon 
the Royal Stock 5 that, if Providence 
(houd deny us the Bleffing of farther 
Iffue from either of thofe two,who at this 
time make our whole Line at Home, we 
might not for want of a timely Provifion 
before d either byFaftion among ourfelvea 
or Awe from Abroad^into fuch Precipitate, 
Indigefted Meafures as are the ufual re- 
fult oi Tumultuous Councilsxalled upon 
the furprize of fudden and great Emer- 
gencies. The King and Princefs are fo 
near an Equality of Age, that ftiou'd one 
Live fas 'tis our Prayer he may) to a^ 
reafonable Old Age, t other according 
to the ordinary Courfe of things cari'c 
exped long to furvive him* Since there- 
fore our whole Royal Line is reduc'd 
to two, and thbfe perhaps for the forego- 
ing Reafon not much more than one } 
the profpeft of Iffue by either of 'em 
diftant and uncertain, a neccffity of 
fuppofing a poffibility of a defed, and, 
upon that fuppofition, of fupplying that 
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defeft with Succeffbrs of another 
Church and Nation, I don't fee how our 
Senate cou*d without RaQinefs have en- 
gaged in a dangerous and difficult War, 
before they had provided for our Secu- 
rity at Home in that Point. Bcfides, the 
admiffion of a Foreign Succeflbr has a 
natural, tho almoft imperceptible ten- 
dency to alter our Conftitution, againfl: 
which it behoved the Wildom of the 
Nation to provide a fufficient Remedy, 
which how they have done, and whe- 
ther our Senate have therein aded like 
wife Men, and good Patriots, we may 
have occafion further to examine in the 
SequeU 

Befides thefe difficulties relating to 
the Succeffion, we lay at this time under 
the preffureof divers other very weighty 
oneSjfuch as juftly might, if not dilTwade 
Prudent Men from entering into a new 
War, yet caution them againft too hafty 
Refolutions. The late War had left us 
low in Purfe, Credit and Invention^ 
weary of Taxes, tir*d with Pro)efl:s, our 
Funds anticipated and deficient, and to 
compleat all,a Debt of Eighteen Millions, 
at high Intereft. If thefe difficulties 
to fome Men feem'd at firft view infu* 
perable, ir is not much to be wonder'd 

at 
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at. Land had already in many Coun* 
ties piid three or four Years pnrchafe to- 
wards the Maintenance of the La^ War, 
and they favv no other probable way of 
fupporting the Charge of another, but 
by a Land Tax, whkh might in Time 
devour more, than would have bought 
the Inheritance of thofe Lands. This 
gave the Land-Owners great diflatisfa- 
ttion,and an abhorrence for theThoughti 
Qf War, and was confequcntly a good 
Reafon, why our Reprefentatives (hould 
not precipitate the Nation into a War,. 
before they had bethought themfelves of 
fome Method to bear the Expence of it^ 
that might be lefs grievous to the Land 

Owners. 

Another Remora was, that great Mi{^ 

managements vvere complain'd of in the 
Providing, and Paying the Fleets and Ar- 
mer, and in Colleding, and Managing 
the fcveral Branches of the Revenue* 
Wealthy Men (hot up in the feveral 
Offices like Mulhrodms, and while the 
Government was' in danger of becoming 
Bankrupt, ail its Servants rioted in fuclj 
Wealth, and Plenty, that the bare hand- 
ling of a Broom or a Brufh in any of 
thofe Offices was the ready way to a 
fkntiJkl Fortune ^as if the Publick Trea«p 

€ fure 
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fure had been thrown there only for the 
OflScers to fweep it into their own Pock- 
ets. Thefe Abufes at a time of Publick 
Poverty and Diftrefs, call'd loudly for 
Reformation ^ and our Reprefentatives 
wifely concluded, that the People would 
not chearfully contribute towards the Ex- 
pence of another War^till they had fome 
fort of Satisfaftion on that Article, and 
were alTur'd that what they gave (hould 
be better husbanded for the future 3 
which could not be but by Retrofpefti- 
on, and examining into paft Mi fcarriages, 
and calling the principalOffenders to ac- 
count,both for their own better Informa* 
tion,and for the more orderly Regulati- 
on of all fuch as (hould come into thofe 
OflSces for the time to come. 

There was yet another Confideratioo, 
which weighed much with fomeMen^nd 
ftopt em from prelfing the Declaration 
-of War, tho' they were otherwife con- 
fenting to it. Our Neighbours the DutcA 
had not yet declared War 5 but had by 
Owning the Duke of A>fJou for King of 
Spaiifj given earneft of their peaceable 
difpohtion, and as it were offered there* 
by to compound for Quiet. Now if wc 
by an over-forwardnefstofliewourZeal, 
had declared War firft, we had by fo do- 
ing 
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ttg made our felves Principals, who need 
only to be feconds ; and had brought our 
felves under a Neceffity of demanding 
that Succour from them,which now they 
have been forc'd to beg ot uSiSome Peo- 
ple may perhaps think, that it amounts 
much to the fame in grofs, whether we 
affift the Dutch^ or the Dutch us, pro- 
vided both Nations be heartily engag'd 
on the fame fide* But this is a very falfe 
Notion. For, turn the Tables, and fup- 
pofe us to lie as the Dutch do,and they as 
we, that the French had fo' many ftrong 
Towns ffor all the Spanijh Towns are 
theirs now^ as it were in the middle of 
our Dominions, fuch great Magazines, 
fuch numerous Garrifons, and Forts, and 
were, to fumm up all, able at very (horc 
Warning to Aflemble a hundred thou- 
fand Men, Veterane Troops all on our 
Frontiers 5 what then would be our Cafe? 
Muft we not, if we would keep our felves 
a free People, upon the firfl: Motions of 
the French^ fupplicate all the Princes and 
States, our Neighbours, efpecially the 
Dutch^ whom wc fuppofe to be fituated^ 
and circuniftanc'd as England now is 3 
Would they not confider, that their 
own danger was remote, and that they 
could not be fcnfibly affefted but thro 

C 2 our 
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our Ruin , and theretore expefl: , th^ 
foma conGderable advances (hould be 
made on our part to invite 'em to take the 
Proteftion of us upon 'em? Would they 
not Fvemember, that fuch things had 
been done heretofore, when vsre were 
the poor diftrefled States ? Would they 
have forgot, that not many Years 
fince, we made 'em pay a long Bill for 
ferving our felves as well as them? 
Would they not, if they did efpoule our 
Quarreljdoitin fuch Manner, and on fuch 
Terms, as they upon due Confideration 
fhould find moft agreeable to their own 
Convenience at prefent, and Intereft for 
the future ? Or would they, while we 
were treating (tho with Arms in our 
hands) with our Enemies, run them- 
felves into a ucclar'd War, and fo put the 
Ballance into our hands, which was be- 
fore in their own? If thefe things would 
deferve the Confideration of our Neigh- 
bours in the like Cafe, why (hould they 
be flighted by us ? Unlefs we pretend 
to be above thinking, to love War for 
Fighting fake, and carry our Brains a- 
bout us only tobeknocktout.Let us con- 
fider, what would probably have beerf 
the Iffue eVe this, had a War been de- 
clared between Enghnd^Frana and Spaiuy 

upott 
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upon the firft opening of the Pariiament? 
The French were in aftual Poffeflion of 
aJl the Spamjh Flanders^ had great Force 
there, had near finifh'd or were well ad- 
vanc'd in the Lines, they were making 
for their own Security, built Forts un^ 
der the very Cannon of the Dntch, were 
able to aflemble a vaft Body of Troops, 
whenever they pleafed, and were yet in 
Treaty with the Dntcb about farther 
Terms of Peace and Security. On the 
other fide, we our felves had neither 
Ships, Men nor Money in a readinefs to 
defer d our Selves, affift our Allies, or 
offend our Enemies. The French were 
in fuch forwardnefs with their Naval 
Preparations , that we expeded daily, 
when they (hould infult our Coafts with 
their Fleet, tho no Declaration of War 
had been made on either fide. The 
Dutch were in terrible awe, and durft not 
provoke the French^ left they ftiou'd be 
fwallow'd up at Land. They (aw em 
ready to pour like a Torrent into their 
Country, and wanted a f ufficient Num- 
ber of Troops to make Head againft, 
and oppofe em, and had no means left, 
but to keep out one Inundation by ano- 
ther^ to let in their old Enemy the Sea 
to keep out their new Allies theFrewA,and 

C $ to 
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to drown their Country to preferve their 
Towns from being burnt. Is it not rea- 
(bnable ro believe, that if the French 
found themfelves Engag'd in a&ual War 
with us, while they were yet in Treaty 
with the Holla^dersj that they would of* 
fer em fuch Terms of advantage, as 
might invite em to accept a Neutrality, 
if not toeqter into a League offenfiveand 
defenfive, as Portugal has already done, 
tho it be apparently againft the Intereft 
of their future Security ? In this cafe 
what affiftance could the reft of the Al- 
lies give us ? Would any diverfion, that 
the Emperour, and thofe Princes, and 
States of the Empire, who rejeft the of' 
fer'd Neutrality, (hould be able or wil- 
ling to give to the French Arms on the 
fide of Italy or the Rkine^ be fuflScient to 
keep him from being an over-match for 
lis on this fide ? Np 1 We fee he is able 
to make Head againft them, and yet to 
bring 140C00 Men into the Field in 
Flanders^ bcfides his numerous ftrong 
parrifons in that Country. But it may 
be objeded, that while we are Mafters 
pf the Sea, thofe Troops, were they teq 
times PS numerous, could not hurt us. 
Yet we know, that at the firft coming to- 
gether of this Parliament,had Francehcta 
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n the for wardnefs with her Naval Prcpa* 
^ations, that we thsn generally believed htr 
to be,we were not in a Condition to have 
hinder'd her Landing upon our Coaft as 
many of thofe Troops as (he had pleafed. 
But were the iv-e^^Aabfolutely at leifure, 
and in fuch readinefs on this (ide, as they 
would infallibly be, were the States 
Neuters, there are fuch oppprtunities 
from Winds to be watched, aS that the 
beft appointed Fleets that ever we had 
ftiould not be able to prevent their Land- 
ing either inEngland orlreland.Whzt then 
if the Dntc/j ftiould have been tempted 
by great offers (which we may be fure 
would not have been wanting) to lend 
their Shipping and Ports to the French^ 
How could our Ruin have been avoided? 
Could we have avoided the reproach of 
being the moft ftupid People under the 
Sun, fortruftingour fecurityin any other 
hands than our own, while we were able 
to provide for it our felves 3 and for put- 
ting the Probity of our Friends to fofevere 
a Teft, as to try whether they would Sell 
us, or not ? Whatever had been the Suc^ 
cefs, we could by no Addrefs have ward- 
ed off thelgnominy of fuch anExperiment. 
But not to wrong our Neighbours 
^pd Allies, withaninjurip^^Suppofition, 
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tho there be no impoffibility in either 
i^hyfical, or Moral, let us take it for 
granted that in fuch a Cafe, the States 
(General wpuld have rejeded all offers of 
Alliance, or Neutrality wjth the French^ 
how advantageous foever, and preferred 
an Alliance, OfFenfive and Defenfive, 
with us, to any Conditions from France. 
It wopld howeyer have brought fuel) 
an Obligation, and perhaps Debt upon 
bs, as would not pafily have been 
difcharg'd. For let us fuppofe *em as 
affedionate to us, and our King, as the 
raoft zealous Advocates ior 'eni can ai- 
led ge, we know em to be upon all oq- 
cafions very watchful, and difcerning of 
their own Interefts, a People that let flip 
tip advantages, and know how to fet 
a fufficient value upon thpir Favours, 
and part not with them fo cafily, aS 
fome of their Neighbours, . that pride 
themfelves more in Gallantry, and falfe 
Notions of Honour, which ought to 
have lefs (hare in National Tranfadionj, 
than ufually they have. Allowing *eqi 
thep in this Cafe to aO: with their ufu^I 
Prvidence and Sagacity, when both fidqs 
Jhall be forced tp court em, and we in 
Manifeft Danger of Iluin^ unlefs we pre- 
vail 5 can we imagine that they woukl 
ncrgleft to make tjhe.i)eft of fo fair a Mar- 

' ket 
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%Qt for the Succours they (hould afford? 
For tho it be equally, or more their lurf" 
tereft than ours^that the Power oi France 
(hould recieve a Check, yet were w€ en- 
gaged paft receding with Honour, or 
Safety, and they yet to make their Eledi* 
on of Peace, or War, we muft oblige em 
by fome favourable Conditions to deter- 
mine on our fide, and at leaft be content 
to take our Meafures and (hare of that 
War from their Appointment 5 all which 
by a feafon^ble Hefitation we have a- 
voided, and kept the Ballance and Ad- 
vantages on our own fide, 

A War, a War, is the common Cry, 
which is become fo General,that itfeems 
^Imofl: the Voice of the People. Novr 
tho I think a great regard ought to be 
had to their fcnfe^ becaufe *tis they muft 
bear fhe Burthen of it 5, and thercfOTe 
their defires ought to be complycd 
with, as far as it (hall be found confiftent 
>vith our Security and Intereft: Yet 
fince their Advice can't formally be had, 
but in Parliament^ and fince reafoning, 
and judging foberly, and truly of things, 
jfas an Affair of this Nature requires) does 
pot appear to have been in any Age, or 
Nation the Talent of the Multitude 5 the 
preat Council of the Nation have givea 
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Us a Angular Inftance of their great 
Temper and Prudence, in forbearing to 
give too much Ear to it, till they might 
perceive from v^hence the Cry came, by 
vi^hom it v^as raifed, and for vi^hat ends 
and purpofes. However, I cannot but 
congratulate my Countreys happinefs 
upon the general Alacrity, and Chearful- 
nefs of the People, and the Willingneft 
they (hew to contribute to the laft Drop 
of Blood, and Penny of Treafure, to the 
Defence and Security of the Nation on 
the prefent Foot. 

This Impatience for a War was prin* 
cipally^and moft induftrioufly excited and 
fomented by three forts of Men of very 
difagreeing Principles, and for very dif* 
ferent Ends. The firft were Men who had 
a true Love, and Zeal for their Country 
and its Service 3 but by too quick a Senfe 
anticipated thofe Calamities, which they 
fear'd might one time or other J)efal itt 
They apprehended fatal Confequences 
from the unhappy Acceflion of Spah to 
Frai/cc. For they rightly judg'd, that,^ 
the the Crowns were worn by diftinft 
Pcrfons, the Adminiftration, the United 
Power of both Kingdoms muft necelfarif 
ly Certef in the King of trance. The 
creCent Vy^eaknefs oiSuin^ and the indift 
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penfable need the new King bad of bis 
Grand Father's protedion to fupport his 
Title, and maintain his Poileilioq againft 
thePretenfions and Arms of theEmpercf, 
made this Conclufion Self-evident. Theiy 
forefaWjthat^if France and Spain continu- 
ed in good agreement, and trench Couar 
cils (as 'tvyas probable they wou'd) pre- 
vaird in Spain^ our Spanijh^ Straits^ and 
Turkey Trade were inevitably loft 5 and 
that without forae more eflfedual remedy^ 
than had been hitherto prefcribed agaiiik 
Owling^France muft infallibly beat us out 
of the Woollen Manufacture, efpecially 
of fine Cloath, by engrofling folely to 
themfelves the Spanifi WooL Thefe ir- 
reparable damages, France might do us 
without being guilty of Fraud, Violence, 
or In juftice of any kind, without givinj| 
us any caufe of Complaint,much left any 
juft ground for a War. But in cafe of a 
Rupture they (zwFrance in a manner pof- 
feffed quietly of all the Ports between us 
and the Indiex ; fo that in all thofe yaft 
Coafts, the States or We had not oiie 
Port to put into upon any occasion with^ 
out their leave. They knew not how ta 
remedy all or any of thefe things, but by 
aWar,which they thought hereafter Wfe 
(hould neither have fo fair Pretence, nor 
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jC^portunity for, if we dipt the prefenfr 
They were aware, that if France had lei- 
fure to put Spain into a method of manage 
Hig her RevenueSyto garrifoii,fortifie,and 
llore with Provifions and Ammunition 
all her Maritime Towns, and make that 
long naked Coaft defenfible, Spain would 
become a vafl: Acceflion of ftrength to 
Franeeyinf^esid of being,as then She was,a 
heavy charge and a Burthen to her.That 
^ain under fuch Regulations, wou'd 
grow (b formidable to her Neighbours, 
that PortHgal or Italj would not after that 
dare to receive our Ships into their Har- 
bours, without which they would not in 
many exigencies be able to live in thofe 
Seas. For thefe and the like reafons, re- 
fpedingonly the Intereftof theirCountry, 
divers good Patriots did very early declare 
for a War, and endeavour to inspire ch 
thers with the fame Sentiments. 

A Second fort, without looking farther 
than themfelyes, were for a War, becaufe 
it was for thenu They needed a War, 
and therefore defired it, whether the Na- 
tion did or notThey lov'd War, becaufe 
it created Employment, and were for en-f 
tring into prefent Pay, and Quarters. 
Thefe generally infifted on fuch Topicks, 
as the other furnilh'd 'em with, and han? 

died 
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died their Arguments as well as they 
cou'd. However tho* moft of *em might 
be Men of little Intereft, yet being pretty 
numerous and very much at leifare, aifl 
Places of Publick refort were ftor*d with 
em, where they ferv'd to fet the Argu- 
ment on Foot, and helped to fill up the 
Cry. However, they may probably in a 
(hort time be gratified ftho' not in fuch 
Poft-haft as they defir'd); and by employ- 
ing their hands more than their heads,do 
their Country and therafelves better Sa- 
vice. 

A Third fort there were, who fell ini 
with this Opinion,and propagated it with 
more Artifice, Zeal, and Addrefs, thaft 
either of the former^ tho' hot for reafoiw 
fo juftifiable as the firft, nor fo excufable 
as the (econd. Thefe were they,who for 
(bme time paft were at,or about the Helm, 
and to whofe mifmanagement then a great 
part of,if not all our prefent Misfortunes, 
may juftly be imputed. Thefe Men, after 
having lain fo many years fucking the Vi- 
tals of the Nation, till like fated Leechei 
they were ready to fall off themfelve*, 
are come at laft to think a War as necefla- 
ry upon any Terms, as they lately did 
Peace,and to rail at the Perjury and Trea- 
chery of France in the very fame tone^rt 

which 
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which they firft recommended themfelves 
after having trufted the Security of the 
Nation to his Honour. But thefe Gen- 
tlemen are Philofophers, and know that 
all things fubfift,and are continued by the 
iame Principles, that at firft produced 
/em.And therefore having in aftiort time 
rais'd unweildy overgrown Eftates, by 
plunging the Publick into Straits and 
IDifficulties,and by Profufion and Corrup- 
tion gain'd a numerous and a clamorous 
iParty, they were by the fame Arts to be 
preferv'd, which nothing favoured fo 
much as involving us afrefti in War, be- 
fore we could extricate our felves from 
the Difficulties they had brought Us un- 
der during the former. The People were 
diflatisfied to fee fo much gotten, and fo 
Jittle done for it by almoft all Perfons in 
t'ublic Employment 5 to find, that, from 
the higheft to the loweft,they all in pro- 
portion gathered Riches unaccountably 
faft ; as if Places had been meer Hot-beds 
to force up Eftates in j they were ' con- 
vinc'd that thefe things could not be, 
unlefs there were a mutualConfcioufnefe, 
and Confedracy, and that fome wink'd, 
that others might hold their Tongues. 
Thefe things they were difpos*d to exa- 
mine into 5 which the Male-Adminiftra- 

tors 
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tors knew, and therefore thought there 
was no way like hurrying 'cm along 
a Precipice, to keep em from looking 
back, for fear of breaking their Necks. 
They had projected a Peace for em, 
which at the time of making it was likely 
foon to conclude in fuch aWar^as (houd 
cut out Work enough to go forward, 
and allow no leifure for Retrofpedion. 
The French King with, his ufual Sincerity 
(to which thefe Gentlemen were no 
Strangers) made his heft ufe of the Farti- 
tion-Treaty^ told the Spaniards how their 
Allies had canton d out their Monarchy, 
diftributed much Gold, and more fine 
PromifeSjgotaWill in his favour,and was 
modeftly contented to take the whole,ra- 
ther than the Share he had ftipulated 
for J and thefe Gentlemen are furpriz'd, 
and tell us the King of France has de- 
ceived em. This is ftrange if they be- 
lie v'd themfelves fome Years ago. No- 
thing was more familiar in their Mouths 
than theTreachery ofFr^//fe,whom(they 
faid) no Oaths, Treaties or Obligations, 
how folemn and facred foever,cou d bind 
againft hislntereft ; and they had reafon 
and experience too on their fide,however 
they came fince to have fiich aConfidence 
in his Honour, Perhaps there are Argu- 
ments 
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inents that may be as well underftood^hd 
t(^ork as miraculous converfions here,as iri 
Spam.But we are told that'tis too late now* 
to talk of thefe things ; there are fo many 
Rubs in our way, that we muft not look 
Kehind us for fear of tumbling over 'em : 
cur bufinefs now, they fay, is to remove 
*€m, if we can, not to enquire who laid 
cm there. The King of France is Mafter 
of Spaw^ the Indies^ Flanders^ Naplesy Si^ 
cilj and Milan 5 no matter how he came 
by 'em, it muft be our care to ward a- 
gairift theCorifecJuence of this,wbich,the5r 
fay,can only be by a War with France^ 
Thus, like the Idolatrous Hebret^f^ while 
they are paffing us thro' the FivetoMolocA^ 
they Gall for Drums and Trumpets to 
drown our Cries- To inculcate this, theif 
6wn,and alt the hackney Pens they can pro- 
cure, are drawn, and they hope like Cut-^ 
tle-filh to hide themfelves in a Sea of Ink 
of theif own (beddings Their Legion «f 
Friends, fijch as Bribes, Grants, Penfions,* 
Places, and Commiflions, have procured 
*em,are inftruded to bellow all over Eflg- 
Idxd the prefent danger from France, the 
Bnmediate Neceffity of a War, and the 
linfeafonablenefs at this time of looking 
ifito paft Miftakes, Overfights, Slips, In- 
advertencies, and fuch like Peccadilloes 
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fas they term aC AbuUs) at heme 3 and 
brail means to poifon the un^tjjnkfns; 
Mod with falfc diiKrpcf?:iuiI\(;f;Gnsot>he 
Commons, who(c c/.qaines lijcy dread- 
ed ^ and if any good Patriot (hould be in^ 
qiiiutivc into paft mifcarriages to afpcrfc 
him with taking oi French Gold. Tho^ 
it is more to b? fufpeftedjand perhaps to 
be wifti'djfince theirSef vices have deferv'd 
it, that their own and their Creature's 
Eftates had been purchased v^ ith that Mo- 
ney, by which the Nation wou'd havt 
been fome Millions the richer. What has 
been the Succefs of thefe Artifices, what 
difturbances they have already created in 
the Nation, We have all feen 5 but what 
will be theconclufion of em is more than 
I dare undertake to divine. However iris 
to be hopy,that we are not in a conditi- 
on altogether fo bad as they w ou'd have 
us, and that We may yet be able to look 
both to our Selves and them. 

This was the face of Affairs all Europe 
over,cloudy and full of gathering Storms, 
when the Parliament came together oil 
the lothoi February^ 1701. On the itth 
of Fe^/iwr)^,His Majefty came to theHoufe 
of Lords, and in his Speech recommend- 
ed firfi and principally to their Care^ t^e 
providiftg for the Succejfion after himfelf 

D and 
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and the Prwcefs^ as the thing whereon our 
Security did mainly depend. 

Thence His Majejiji proceeded to recom- 
mendtoUm^ the mature confideration of 
the alteration of Affairs abroad^ by the 
SucceJJion of the Dukp of An jou. 

Supplies for the Service of the current 
Year, reminding 'em of the deficiencies and 
Publick Debts. 

To take into their confideration the Con-- 
dition of the Fleet ^and the neceffary Repairs 
and Augmentation ofit^ and to provide for 
the better Security ofthofe Places where the 
Ships are laid up in Winter. 

The Regulation and Improvement of 
Trade ^ aud the Imployment of the Poor. 

And lajlly he prejfes both Houfes to a 
good Agreement and vigorous Refolution^- 
In all whichy how far His Majeji/s defiref 
have been complied with^and his expeSation ' 
anfwerd.may bed be feen by their own Votes ^ 
and His Majejlys repeated exprejjions of 
Thanks in his Speeches^ and Mefiages, - 

On the r4th, Mr Speaker reported His 
Majefty's Speech, the confideration of 
which was adjourn d to the next day. How- ' 
ever the Houfe,to give His Majefty- early ' 
and immediateAflbrance of theirLoyalty, • 
and good Affeftion to hisPerlon and aGo*' 
vernmentjCarae to the following Refolu- 

tion^ 
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tion, and Order'd it to be prcfented to 
His Majefty by the whole Houfe. 

That this Houfe willjiand by^ and fup- 
fort His Majefij and his Government^ and 
take fitch effelfual Meajures as may hejl con^ 
duce to the Interejl and Safety of Eng- 
land, the Prefervation of the Protefiant 
Religion^ and the Peace of Europe. 

On the 17th the Houfe waited oaHis 
Majefty with their Refolntion 5 and His 
Majefty , after having given em his 
Thanks, communicated to 'em a Tranfla* 
tion of a Memorial from the Envoj Ex- 
traordinary of the States General^2Lnd de- 
fircd their Advice and Affiftance thereon. 

This produc'd the next Day, upon the 
Report, an Addrefs to His Majefty by 
the Members, that were of the Privy 
Council, That he wou*d pleafe to caufe 
the Treaty between England and the 
States General, of the 5 d of March ^ One 
thoufand Six hundred and Seventy feven^ 
and all the Renewals thereof fince that 
time, to be laid before the Houfe. 

And ont he 20th another to be pre(ent. 
ed by the whole Houfe, to His Majefty^ 
limine cdntradicente ^ That he vpoud pleaC^ 
to enter^ ifitd fnch Negotiations^ in Con- 

D 2 cerf 
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cert with the States General of* tbi^Z)mtid 
provinces^ and other Potentates ^ m ma^ 
mofl effe&Halh conduce to the nsHtdidl Saft^ 
ty of thefe ICingdoms^ and the States Gft» 
jieral, and the Preferv^tion of the Peace 
/>/ Europe. And gwing him Affisrasuei 
&f Support and Ajjlflunce^ in ferformumce 
bfthe Treaty made voith the States General, 
the third of March, One thoufand Six 
hundred and Seventy feven. 

This Addrefs was accordingly prefenti 
cd the Day following, and His Ma)eftjr 
was picas'd to make them the following 
Anfwer. 

Gentlemen ! 

T[ Thank J OH heartily for the Advice Tom 
" have given Me, and jour Unatsimomf 
Refolfition to Support andAjfi(i Me in m^dffitg 
good the Treaty mention d in yonr Addrefs^ 
And I vciU immediately order mj Minifiersi 
ahroad^to enter into Negotiations in Concett 
tvith the States General ^and otherPotentateSy 
for Attaining thofe great Ends^ rphichTou 
defire. 

Nothing can more effeUnallj conduce to our 
Security^ than the una^timity and Vigour^ 
ToH havefljexred on thisOccafion 5 and 1/ball 
alvpajs endeavo tr on my Part to Prejerveand 
Iftcreafe ihJs M^itual Trnfiy and Confidence 
htvpcen us: After 
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After thefe reciprocal Teftimonies 
(which were frequently repeated during 
the whole courfe ot this Seffion ) of the 
greite and mutual Satis&dion and Confi- 
dence which the King and his Houfe of 
Commons had in each other,and the un- 
interrupted good underftanding, that ap- 
pears to have been all along preferv'd 
Detwixt *emi it is pd matter oi Surprize 
to find any Patty oi Men fo hardy, as to 
forget the Reverence due to the Colle* 
ftive Body of the Peqple in their Reprer 
ientatives, and not only to Arraign their 
Condud out of Parli^ment,but to affront 
and contemn their Authority, and pro^ 
ceed to Infolence and Menaces. It might 
perhaps be no impertinent Digreflion to 
enquire here into tlie Motive that induceci 
(ome Commoners to offer fo unfeafonable 
and (b impolitick an afhont to their owi| 
Authority. But that Enquiry will fall 
more naturally in hereafter, where per- 
haps it will appear how, and by what 
haads this Gaqie was played, and Iqr wha^ 
Ends. 

After the Houfe had given repeated Af- 
furancesto the King of their 'readincfs,an4 
heartincfr tofl^and by and fupport him it\ 
fuch Leagues and Alliances as he fhbul^ 
fl^inkfit to jn^ke for tbelntercft and Secu^ 

9 % i^^ 
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>: ' mg out of the tjitioti^ '^nd tnaiung^ i 
. nder of the Reverfion Or our Cxomt^iA 
i.:ure Prince oi Foreign Bir&«tti£di^^- 
in n^ thought it highly rdqfuific topcridit 
ivx 1) a tarthcr JDeclaration of theftig^of 
rlic Subjed, as might fo qaalifiejbcir Pr©r 
fenr,ibat it might neither iflprefentoiorW^ 
turuy endanger their Confi:ittit2on either 
|n Chnrch^ cx Suh\ Before they pno 
cctded therefore to theNomiDaoon of a 
^ucceflor in Reverfion, they took care (as 
far 2S in Human torclight lies) toprovide 
agaiiift all Encroachments upon ouir Re- 
ligions ar.d Civil Right?. . And this they 
thcught receffary to be done before ^No- 
mination, that whatlcever Prince they 
fhou'd make choice of, he might liot 
thmk the conditions of his Acceptance any 
/Argument of a Perfonal Diflidence, car 
Diftruft of bis good^ and juft Aminiftra- 
licn, I he Perfon bCTfig yet undetermin'd, 
and therefore confequently no Argumeiit 
lo be drawn trcm his Perfonal Vice? oc 
Virtues tor or againft fucb aCautiouswajf 
ci Pifv^ccdure, and the Conditions ftich 
Is all; that (hall wear tlie Crown after, 
him, for ever muft fubmit to. 

The firft C^pwlidcn was,Ti&4* vphofoi'ver 

J! all hereafter cowq to the Foffjfwn of this 

i Kr^vn . 0:all jow *' in Lffwrniii/Tov tfitb 
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^ Tiio tfaerebeifaaiiy Reform^ Churches 
abrrad, ycr they all of 'em differ fo 
much dtter ia Oo&rineor Diklj^ine, 
as not to agree very well with our Coa«> 
{b'tutioOi The li/^r^ Churches ap* 
proach fomewhat too near the i^;suti)KSii- 
perftitton^ in ft)me points of Dodrine and 
Cetemony,to meet with a favourable Re- 
ception here. Befides they are the growth 
of tfaofe Countries only, where the fevc- 
ral Soveraigns are arbitrary and defpoical, 
where the People know no happinefs bttt 
what is contingent, and no way eilential 
to their Government, owing to the Cra^ 
cious Difpofition of their Prince, who may 
tyrannize if he ^pleafe$. And therefore 
their Clergy may by a People fo jealous 
of their Liberties as We are, (perhaps not 
altogether unjuftly) be fufpefted of lean- 
ing too much towards the prerogative; 
and indulging Soveraign Power toofar. 
Nor is it unnatural to imagioe, that any 
fort of Men who have known Liberty on* 
ly by Theory and Speculation, (hou*d 
have very narrow Idea's of it, and proba-? 
bly difrelifh theExercifeot it, when they 
ihall find it the only Obftaclc to their Sec* 
^leo^nt here, the only Bar to their Gran- 

deur 
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deur and Preferment. May We qo^'like- 
wife without any hard Infinuations ;fup- 
pofe them to be as ftrongly perfwadcd of 
the Truth of their own Opinions, and tfie 
Neceffity of believing *em to Salvation, ^ 
Zealous for the Propagation of 'em, as 
other Priefts ufually arc, and as defiroas 
of Reverence and Refpeft f rom the Peo. 
ple,\among whom they live, which they 
will not expeft while they ihall belobk'd 
upon as Minifters of talfe Woffliip, and 
Teachers of falfeDoftrines? Iffo^ here is 
on one hand a fair Pristence, CompaflioQ 
for an Erroneous People, and aXioncern 
for the good of their Souls 5 On t'other 
here is a ftrong Temptation, Rich Pa- 
fture, and a Fat Flock. Wou'd not ev*ry 
good Shepherd deiire to have the Folding 
of fuch Sheep > Wou'd riot thefe things, ' 
wichoutjentertainingany unkind thoughts 
ot em,tempt any Perfons (^not above meer 
Men) to follicit the Prince, whofe Con- 
fcience fhou'd be under their iDife(3non5to 
employ his Credit (if not his Authority) 
in their favour, to procure em fucli 
Footing and Eftabliftiment here , as 
might give them hopes of Advancing^ 
and making a farther Progrefs ? All ' 
Men are Opiniatres in matters of Re* 
ligion 5 They think every Man ought to 

he 
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be of their Perfwafion 5 and Princes are 
generally more fix'd in thatOpinion,than 
other Men. They are flattered from their 
Infancy into a higher Conceit of their 
own Capacity to judge ^ and the better 
a Man thinks of his own Judgmetit, the 
more fuflScient he is in himfelf, andinfifts 
the more rigoroufly on his own Notions j 
efpecially Princes, who exped a,great 
Deference ftioald be paid to their Opini- 
ons by their Subjeds. Suppofe then we 
(hou*d at any time fee upon our Throne a 
Prince of a different Perfwafion from the 
National, a Prinicc who ftiou'd have other 
Hereditary Dominions, in which he was 
abfolute,wou'd it not be natural for him to 
wilh for the fame Power here ? Wou'd not 
his Priefts at leaft wifli, that their Opini- 
ons and Worftiip were introduc'd here ? 
And wou'd not they attempt it as far as 
they durft 5 that is, as far as they thought 
they could with Security to thcmfelvcs ? 
Wou d they not if any Difguft fhou d 
arife betwixt him and his People, even 
upon any check given to hisMiniftcrs by 
Parliament, or their not complying with 
all that he might defire 5 wou*d they nor, 
I fay, naturally infinuate, that the Free- 
dom fo taken by the People, was Contu- 
macy at leaft, and that it was not fo much 

the 
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^e refult of our natural T^nipers, and cj*t 

yii Conftitution^as of an erroneous Faidi 

and Worfbip j and at the fame tidie cdl 

idm that theflavifh Submiffion of iiis 

other Subjeds was the genuine Produft 

i>i a purer Faith, and founder Prindples 

of Obedience, which their Church in* 

fos'd* How this wou'd wwk with a 

Weak, or an Anibitious Prince, a Tyrant 

or a Bigot, I leave any Confidering Mao I 

to judge ; or whether any thing but 

great Temper and Wifdom in the Prince 

couVI prevent its ending in the Ruin of 

Him or U5, if not of Both, Our Hiftorfr 

affords but two Inftances^f Princes, tksx 

4ifown*d the National Chnrch $ and 

o»n^ ot 'cm ruin'd the Church, auid tte 

other himfelf. But I (hall not enlargi^i 

upon tbefe Precedents, becaufe they wtfc^ 

both of the Rai^an Communion, whofe. 

Principles are in great meafuredeftrmftivef 

of any Civil Government, which i$ not:; 

a Tyranny, and which I hope we have 

for ever excluded our Throne. . . : • • :; 

I have chofen to argue upon St^pofr: 

tion of a Lntherat^ Prince, not that I thinks 

rbat Perfuafion Jefs incpnfiftent with our ' 

Civil Conftitution than any other, the: 

Church oi EngU^cts excepted 5 but bet : 

f^Vife I thought ft^^^^^^ happe^. 
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looncr to be our C^fe Wliat I have faid 
ou occafion dttbat iS €qdallty,if not more 
applicable tb any Congregationof Ghnfli- 
ans; that own not the Church of fif- 
^land. Cdvinifm is the only other Per- 
fiiafion, that makes any confiderable fi- 
gure, and is become the National Religi- 
on in many of the Weftern parts offim^jpej 
and differs not from us (b much in D6^ 
drine as in Di fcipline. But as it has been 
taught and praftis'd in England and Scat^ 
land it feems almoft abhorrent from o\xt 
Civil Conftitution, and next to Popery 
the leaft confiftent with it. The Power 
which theTeachers of our Seftaries have 
ufurp*d over thellnderftandingandCon- 
fciences of their fevcral Congregations, 
amounts almofl: to implicitc Faith, and 
were they united under one common 
Spiritual Head, wou*d be almoft as dan- 
gerous to the Government and Civil Li- 
berties of the People, as Popery. We 
have feeii, what they have been able to 
cfFeft, disjointed as they are, and how far 
under a Prince that joins in Communion 
with us, they have been able by the Fa- 
vour and Aififtance of a Mjnifter or two, 
to get into their hands theExecutive part 
of the Civil and Millitary Power of the 
Nation, by procuring the Gentlemen of 

the 
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the beft Quality, Eftates, and Reputati- 
on, to be turned out of the G)mmifiions 
for the Lieutenancies and the Peace all 
over England, and themfelves to be put 
into their places, tho' deftitute of all the 
Qualifications xequifite for fuch Stations* 
How far this might have proceeded to the 
Subverfion of the Eftablifli'd Church,and 
in confequence of the Government, if the 
LateHoufe of Commons had not ftept in 
between them and danger, is no hard 
matter to judge. But the Miniftry then 
were fortifying themfelves with a Party 
at all Hazards, and Expences to the 
Nation. 

What has been faid may fuffice to 
Ihew, that no Nation ought to truft a 
Prince, who is not a Member of the Na- 
tional Church, and much Icfs we, whofe 
Prince muftbe the Sole Head and Cover- 
• nour of it, which wou'd be abfur^d if he 
were not a Member. But , however 
Paradoxical it may feem,A Prince is per- 
haps the only Perfon in his Dominions, 
who Ihou'd not be allow'd Liberty of 
Confcience. Becaufe he is the only Per- 
fon whofe Perfuafion, Countenance, and 
Example has fo much Influeuce on the 
Publick, as to be of good or ill Confe- 
quence to his People. This, I hope, is 

fu£cieii( 
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fufficient to juftifie the Parliament on 
this Article, and to (hew that for the 
fecurity of FLeligion every Prince ought 
to be of the National Church of his 
Country, which here isdiftinguiflit by the 
name of the Church of 'England 5 the 
Excellency of which I hope there is no 
occafion to defend at this time of Day. 

The fecond Article was 5 That in cafe 
the Crowftj and Imperial Dignity of this 
Realm floall hereafter come to anj Perfon 
not being a Native of this Kingdom of 
England, this Nation he not obliged to 
engage in any War jor the Defence of any 
Dominions or Territories which do not 
belong to the Crovon of England, withoM 
the Confenf of Parliament. 

It has been the peculiar happinefs of 
England^ that fince the Norman Conqueft 
for near feven hundred Years, none of 
our Enemies have dar'd, or been able to 
invade qs with any (hew of Succefs 5 un- 
lefs we will call the Pilfering Incurfions 
of the iSr^^^jjInvafions; which they durft 
never attempt neither, but when our 
hands were employed in Civil Broils, or 
Foreign Wars, and have however been 
always feverely chaftis'd for. For the 
coming over of the Dauphin of France 
above five hundred Years ago, when the 

Barons^ 
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EaroQS, who were at War witli £ng 
^ohn^ invited him over, and the late Ex« 
pedition of our moft Glorioos Soveraigri 
King William^ in defence of our Religion 
2ndLibertie«,are not to be caird Invaiions^ 
becaufe they were undertaken as Friends, 
at the Soh*citation, and in Defence ot 
the Nobility and P^>ple oppreft'd* 
For however the Infolence and Mis-^ 
behaviour of the Dauphin might (hew 
him an Enemy, who came as a Friend, 
]ret had his Condnft been as juftifiabte 
as his Call, he might perhaps have had 
the (ame faccefs, and met with the (ame 
grateful Acknowledgements,thatour pre-^ 
lent Gracious Soveraign has fo long fince 
done for his generous Afliftance, and ho* 
llourable Treatment of us. Inftead of 
which, as foon as he began to (hew hims- 
elf without a Mask, he was feo^ back 
with difgrace, and made to know, that 
EngUnd valued not any Prince or Power, 
that came not honourably, and as a 
Friend. The only Invafon that hat 
been (I can't fay made, but J attempted 
ffnce William the Conqueror, wa$ that 
of the Spaniardf, by their Invincible Ar^ 
mada in the Year 1 588, in the Reigii 
of Queen Elizabeth of Glorious Memory; 
Mighty Preparations were made in Spaifr^ 

and 
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and fuch a Fleet fitted up for this Expe* 
dirion, as the World had never feen be- 
fore, great ds their hopes and ( in their 
own conceit at leaft) invincible as their 
Pride 5 and Which according to their vaki 
conceit they Chriften'd, Tke Invincible 
Armada. The Pope, who. Good Man, 
ufes to be very liberal ot what is not bis 
own, with his ufual Generofity made 
King ^htlip a Donation ot England and 
Ireland^ befides his Bleffing upon the Ar- 
liiada, by way of Infurance, and a Cru- 
fado to forward the Work, and engage 
all good Gatholicks to aflifl: it. This fo 
animated the Spainards^ that they look'd 
upon themfelves as going only to take 
quiet Pofleffion 5 fo little did they think 
us able to oppofe *em. But the good For- 
tune- of Queen Eliz^bjtB^ which never 
forfook her 5 and the Valour, Conduft, 
and Induftry of that Matchlefs Seaman 
Sir Francis Dra/^yliQt Admiral, foon aba- 
ted their Prefumption. Sir Francis Vith 
a fmall Fleet, Burnt, Sunk and Took 
moftof their Armada 5 forhat of One 
hundred and thirty two, fcarce Fifcy 
Veffels, and hardly half their Men 
efcap'd 5 an Aftion not to be' parallelled * 
in the Hiftory of any Age, or Nation. v 
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Such Wonders cou d the Coati^ qi the 
Englijh Seamen perform ia the dajs of 
that Famous Queen, which made her 
the Scourge and Terrour of SpMim^ tbt 
Glory of her own Coantry^ and the 
Protedrefs of her diftrelTed Neighboinf 
And fuch we may expeft again, when 
we (hall fee our Fleets fpirtted and led on 
by fuch adtive and oaring Comm^t^- 
ers. In this one Attempt expir'd the 
whole Naval Force of Sfoiuj which till 
then was the Terror of the Uoiveric ^ 
and,exhaufl:ed on that occafion, has never 
been able to lift up its Head fince ^ aisi 
with it the SpMtjb Monarchy has 6i> 
clin'd, and droop'd, and haftend to* 
wards its final DiiTolution, which petp 
haps may not be far ofF^ and may (if 
God give us underftanding to make a 
right life of the prefent Coojundure) 
perad venture help to cru(h its proqi 
Neighbour in its fall. 

I have infifted on this memorable, fiho' 
well known Story the longer, kec^tife'tis 
the only Inftance in all Our Hiftory q^ 
an invafion attempted upon EngUnd^ aa$| 
the mofl: remarkable one of what we are 
able to do in that Element upon an exy 
traordinary Occafion ^ tho' we want not 
many others that might be cited to our 

Honour^ 
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HonduiTf were it proper to this V\zxsi^ 
However I can* t but tai^ notice of one 
thing herei which is, that this and 4ill 
our other extraordinary Succefles at Sei 
have been owing to that bold daring Spi- 
Irit, which the Commanders (Men 6f 
tried Courage ) (bew*d on the feveral 
Occafioris, thereby animating and Fi- 
ring their Men by their own Examples 
to perform things beyond Exp^ftation^ 
almoft beyond Expreflion. Whereas dtH 
ring the late War we fecm to have falleri 
into quite contrary Meafures, and by a 
lazy, unaftive Adminiftration of our Na- 
val Affairs, to have difpirited our Seamen, 
and diffatisfied the People with the vafl: 
Expence of maintaining a great Fleet to 
do nothing ^ efpecially when they fee 
fome Officers without Hazard, Fatigue^ 
or A^ion, raife Eftates in eight or ten 
Ifears time, ten times greater^ than that 
Great Admiral before mentibnd, after 
Labours and Perils inconceivable, Suc- 
tedes and Services innumerable and un- 
yaluaible, and a long uninterrupted courfe 
of his Prince's well earn'd Favour lef- 
behind hinr. But the Age is grown wit 
ier, there are nearer and fafer ways to 
Wealth and Honour. Men fail now a* 
days to Preferment without the Compa(s^ 
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arid rife to Commands by other Arts, 
than thofe boiftVous deftruftive ones ot 
Burning and Sinking, in which a Man 
gets a Mifchief himfelt fometimes* Ships 
are not to be courted as heretofore widi 
Guns and Bullets, as fome of thofe Old- 
faftiion'd rough Fellows have cxpmr 
enc'd, who have loft theirs (tho* not to 
the French) by delighting too much in 
that inharmonious loud Mufick. This is 
a refin'd Age, and Sea- Service is grown 
nice ; a Gentleman may put himfelf into 
it without being a Sloven, and defiling 
himfelf with Pitch and Tar, or ftinking 
of Gunpowder :^ whenPulvil is fomuch 
more comfortable, and Familiar afmell. 
In (hort our Sea Officers are become the 
very Pinks of Courtefie ; all their Condufl: 
is (b neat and fo inofFenfive, that a little 
Improvement in their Dancing wotfd 
make the Command of a Fleet a pretty, 
innocent Employment for our Ladies. 

But to return to our Subjed ^ Tho* we 
have been fo quiet and undifturb*d at 
home, we have not been fo happy in the 
maintenance of our Poflcflionsabroad^j 
to maintain which, the Sword was ilia 
manner conftantly drawn for near fonr 
hundred Years ; till arlaft we were ftripit 
of all by thofe,- whom we vanquilhy aU 
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mod: as often as we fought, and kft 

Normandy I Aquitam and Guie^ttte iQ 

Enemies, whom we had eonquer'd iQor^ 
than once, and reduced to the Condition 
of a Province. Nor are we perhaps to 
tfteem ourfelves the weaker for that 
lofs. For tho thofe Provinces were rich 
and populous, yet were they no acceffion 
of Strength to our Crown, but on the 
contrary 1 continual Charge, a Drain to 
our Treafury, and a BuryingPlace to our 
braveft Men, by which we gain'd no- 
thing but an opportunity of (bewjng the 
Valour and Bravery of our Mcn^ Sq 
bard it is for a Prince or State to keep 
Poffeflion of a Country never fo little diG- 
joynd from the main Dominions unlefs 
they will conftantly maintain a Standing 
Force fuperiour, or at leaft equaj to that 
of any of their Neighbours^, 

The Parliament ttjerefore had reafon, 
(ince they did apprehend, that this Nati- 
on might at one time or other fee on tho 
Throne a Prince, wha hid Foreign I>Or 
minions independant on this Crown, and. 
far remote from us, divided not only by 
Seas, but by the inter pofition of the Do^ 
piinions of feveril Princes, to provide 
agajnft the inconveniencie§, which they 
fpfcQiNy rpight naturally follow toBugli^4 

E 3 ixQm 
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ftom thence, and by a timely precaatioii 
to take care, that for the future her Bloo4 
and Treafure (hall be expended only for 
her Defence and Service. 

Nor is it infinuating any unkind Jea« 
loufy to fay, that fuch a King may, niy 
and in fome refpeds mufl: have IntefefQ 
feparate from thofe of this Nation wt)ere« 
fH be is head, and which may upon fome 
bccalions \^ contrary. His Subjeds 
abroad will juftlv claim an equal (hare of 
his Princely Aflteftion, and Tendernefs. 
Their occafions may perhaps call for oup 
Affiftance, whenourintereh (nay require 
us to be Neuters, which yet their Prince 
cou'd not deny 'em, were ic a matter 
abfolutely in his difpofal. And therefore 
it is but reafonable, that his hands (hou*4 
be (b far bound, as not to difpofe of u$ 
and what is ours to our own hurt. 

Etoubting is the Foundation of all hu- 
inane Prudence^ anid , therefore without 
Difrefpeft, or Injury to any Prince, to 
whofe Lot pur Crown (hall hereafter 
fall, we maybe allow -d tocarry our Supr 
pottion a little farther. Suppofe thet?, 
that the Acceffion of Great Britain aod 
Ireland tohisotherDomihions (houd raife 
the Ambition of ouf" Prince, 3nd prompt 
\a^tx\ to^fpife (for ^^gmplej inGerman^ to 

the 
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the Empire^ and to employ our Wealth 
and Power to procure it ^ cnt to make fuch 
other Conquefts and Acquifitions upon 
his Neighbours, and he (hou'd fucceed in 
his Attempts. The Confcquence of this 
\90\j^d be, that, when he hid acquir'd to 
himfelf a larger, add to that, a more ab- 
folute Empire abroad, than that of thefe 
Kingdoms, he wou*d fix his Refidence 
there, and leave ui to be governcl by a 
Viceroy, and perhaps a Foreign Army to 
fecurc our Obedience, and we be made 
the Inftruments of our own Slavery, or at 
leaft of depriving our fel ves of the Be- 
nefit of our King's Prefence among Us. 
But this may be further confider'd under 
Another head. 

The third Condition is ; That no Per- 
fon wha Jball hereafter come to the Pojfejjton 
of the Crown ^ Jhall go out of the Dominions 
of England, Scotland, or Ireland, rvitb- 
out Confent of Parliament. 

This Conditions tho never before 
formally pafs*d into an exprefs Law, has 
been always neceflary, and always fup* 
pos*d 5 and accordi ngly the firft Inftance 
of that kind f except in times of Ufurpa- 
tion or Rebellion, when Neceffity wasa^ 
fuflScient Difpenfation) the late King's 
leaving his Dominions without the Con- 
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fent of his People, was adjudg*d in Parlia^ 
jTieut to be an ad:ual Abdication of the 
Government. The Difputes, that zxx£t 
on that occafion, as they naturally will 
in all Cafes great and new, are fuffici- 
ent Rea(bn, why the Ground of 'eoi 
(hou'd ibr the future be taken away by 9 
Pofitive Law 5 which I hope is hereby fo 
effeftually done, that England (hallnevcr 
fee a fecond Occafipn for fuch a I>ecifioD. 
It may perhaps be pbjcfted, That till 
now there was no exprefs Statute requir- 
ing fuch Confenc,nor any Examples of oar 
Kings asking folemn leave of th? Parlia- 
ments to go in Perfon out of the Land } 
yet that divers oi cm have made Foreign 
Expeditions and Voyages, without being 
queftion'd for it by their Parliaments,eithcr 
during their Abfence, or at their Return- 
But tp this it may be Anfwe|:<l, That 
in the Reign of Edward the Second, the 
Barons in the Preamble of an Ordinance 
by them wade by Authority from the 
King, under the Great Seal, (eem to de- 
clare. That it wasalready the Layir, that 
the King ought not to quit the Realm 
>vithout the Adept of his Barons. 

Now tho' that Ordinance wa? after- 
wards repeal'd by Parliament, for other 
Rcafpns pot pertinent this place, yet 

what 
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what was Mw beforethemaking of that.. 

Ordinance, did notceaie to be (b after the 

repealing of it, tho' it ceas*d to b? ^ny' 
longer fo upon the Authority of tbit Or- 
dinance. As for the Inftances, it is con* 
fers'4> That our Kings did not formally 
ask ieave of their Parliaments to go out of 
the Land, but they us'd to communicate 
their Intentions^ and to advifc with *em 
thereupon, which was tantatMunt^ and 
there is no Precedent of any one of *em, 
that did go out of the Realm contrary to 
the known Senfe and Inclinations of his. 
People, till the late unhappy King firft 
ventured to make one, and tp Vririg that 
Point to a Judgment, which h^d been 
doubtful only for w^nt of a Cafe to bring 
it to a Trial upon. 

But whatever there has been formerly, 
tl^ere is now undoubted occafion for fuch 
a Law. We are under apprehenfions of 4 
failure in our Royal Line, and a neceffity 
of calling to ourSucceffion (if thatfhoud 
happen) Princes, who have great Domi- 
nions, Alliances, and Expeftations Zr 
broad, where their Power is more Abfo- 
lute, and Uncontroulable, which may 
invite 'em to take up their Refidence 
longer in thofe Parts, than may be con- 

- iiftent with the Intereft gnd good Co- 
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yftmmmt oi England. Bcfidetthe acci- 
dental Temptations, hinted in the pre- 
fireditig Article, which may arife from mi 
aufibitioos Pridce's own Acquifitions, De- 
volutions of Right, and other pG^flU>lc 
Advocations, may induce a Prince of Fo* 
itigti Extraftion, and that has large Do«- 
millions in another Land, to prefer fome 
Other paxt of his Territories for his ordi^ 
mry iCefidence to England j whereby not 
iJttly vaft Treafures wou'd be conft^itly 
caAnvey^d ont of the Nation, bat our No- 
Ixility and Gentry wou'd be tempted from 
lK>me, sttid by Compliance with the Fa- 
fiuons of the Cbnrt, which they wou'd 
fellow for Preferment, by degrees be tin* 
dan^t with Principles, and habitoatcd to 
Coftoms different from thofe of their own 
Country, which might in time endanger 
ibs overthrow of oar Conftitiition. It 
won'd be in vain to think of reniedying 
thefe Evifs, if ever they (hou*d approach 
OS iieso*, and the danger (hou'd threaten 
us immediatelv, and therefore the Parfiaf 
tnent have given us a great Inftance of 
their Wifdom, and prudent Forefight m 
iiipping thofe Buds, which they forefaw 
they (hou'd hardly be able to reach when 
fiill blown. 

* The next is, That from and after the 
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timt that the further Limtation bj this ^AB 
Jhdl tfih effeb^ all matters and things reldt 
ting to the vpell governing of this Kingdom^ 
which are properly Cognizable in the Privy 
Council^ by the Laws and Cufloms of thj^ 
Realm^Jhallbe tranfaSed there ^ and all Rt^ 
folntions taken thereupon^ (ball be Signdbj 
fuch of the Privy Council asjball Advifi 
and Confent to tiefme* 

This is a ]Law that had been long 
wanting, and perhaps that want has beea 
the greateft Deleft in our ConftitutioH, 
and theoccafion of almoftall the Publick 
Diforders for this lad Hundred Years. 
Our Laws have indeed always made tbcr 
Minifters accountable for the Advice 
they gave^ and punifhable if it were eviU 
But the Difficulty has been, when evil 
Council has been given, to difcovcr the 
Giver.- There has been abundance of ill 
Advice given, even of late, but there are 
no Advifers to be found. When the 
Council is Condemned, every Counccl- 
lour difclaims it y when*tis Applauded, all 
confidently value themfelvcs upon it, as 
their own. When any of *em are pur- 
fued.they take cover under the Throne 5 
and the Reverence we pay to that, ufual-^ 
ly avoids the Juftice we owe to them : 
Thus all Mifcarriages become the King's, 
; and 
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and all Services the Minifters s and by an 
odd (bit of Partition-Treaty theLols and 
Odium are to be the Share of the Crown, 
and the Profit and Thanks are to be the 
Minifters, This is indeed no new Trick, 
it : has been the Play for feveral Reigns, 
and has coft one lUng his Head, anda* 
notber his Crown, and brought the Na- 
tion it felf to the very brink of Ruine, 
which only God*s Providence, and his 
prefent Majefty, with the Expence of 
many Millions to us, have prevented our 
falling into. And yet the Game was not 
given over 5 they that had not perhaps 
Capacity to invent it, had however ei- 
ther the Skill or Opportunity to play it to 
more Advantage to themfelves, than they 
that did A Cully Nation was a Booty 
rich enough to tempt the faireft Qame- 
fters to turn Sharpers, and accordingly (he 
has been cheated by her derture Friends, 
rh^t ufed to rail fo foberly at the foul play 
of others 5 they are come to play Booty 
themfelves, and to fhrow the blame oa 
him that only held the Cards, and had 
no other fault than too great a Confi- 
dence in their Integrity, and too high arj 
Opinion of their Skill. 

This Game has been fo Iqng, and fq 
openly play 'd,that. the forbearance of the 
''■ NatiQfi 
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Nation has been interpreted Stupidity, 
net Patience 5 and the Garaefters have 
feen us look on lo long and fo tamely, 
that they and their under Rooks begin to 
Bully us, and infolently tell us, We have 
no Right to intermeddle with their PUj. 
They are miftaken however, the Con- 
cern is National, and there is no Specta- 
tor fo unconcerned, as not to have (bme 
(hare in the Stake, and confequently a 
Title to examine the Dice, and overlook 
the Play 5 nor have we yet fo little Senfe 
as not to know it, or fo little Courage as 
not to aflert it. We have loft fo much 
by Shuffling and Packing, that *tis high 
time not only to call the Sharpers to Ac- 
count, but to take eflfeftual care that e'ry 
one (hall deal above-board for the fu- 
ture. 

This fort of Ambidexterity has fre- 
quently been complained of and profecu- 
ted in Parliament, where fuch Praftices 
have always been condemn'd as pernici- 
ous and abominable, and the Procefs al- 
moft as often let drop. Betwixt the Cre- 
dit and Intrigue of the Accused, the Per- 
plexities of Form, and Difficulty of Ad- 
jufting Pretenfions, and the Facility of 
obftrufting an Enquiry into thefe fecret 
Tranfaftions, where all that iare privy, 

are 
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Bit iti fome meafure Partakers df the 
Oii&t, except thbfe whoiti Reverettc« for- 
bids us to interrogate as Evidence, it has 
been hard to bring any one to Jadgmeti^ 
to Puni(hment much harden From thefe 
Impediments it has happened, that in 
many cafes of this Nsiture, the whole 
Nation has been Convinced, yet no one 
Cbnvifted 5 and tho* the Crimes fiavd 
been notorious, yet the Evidence has ge- 
nerally been deficient. It has not there, 
fore been for want of Power to puniffi 
foch Mifdemeanours, that they have fo 
gpnerally pafs*d unpunifti'd, but for want 
of fuch proper Methods of Efeteftion, as 
might fuffice formally to convift Ofen- 
<!ets in a judicial Way, and not be liable 
to be defeated by the Artifices and Ma- 
chinations' of Subtile, Malicious Men 5 
without which no exemplary Juftice can 
ever be done. 

The Pa;rf iament therefore being (atis- 
fied, that a full and incorrupt EngUfli 
Cbuncil Will always confult the Honout 
of the King, and real Good and Welfare 
of his People, and thatthofe Steps that 
have in any Reign been made contrary 
tKi either, teve been in purfaariee of 
itied(ures taken in private Cabals, and not 
ist ©pert and fell Goiracil, have wifely 

thought 
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thought fit CO put a ftop to tbpfe growing 
Evils, the Effeds of which in futorp 
Reigns they faw great Rinlbn to appre^ 
hend, unlefs prevented 5 and wita a 
Forefight and Providence becoming ft> 
Auguft and Venerable an Aflembly, have 
provided a Remedy for Ptofterity, which 
themfelves and their Forefathers fevercly 
experienced the want of. It is to be ho* 
ped, that when all Matters (hall be fair^ 
ly'and freely debated in full Council, and 
every Member of the Council (hall be 
oblig'd to avow under his Hand the 
Advice that he (hall give, or approve, we 
(ball have no more Violent or Infincere 
Counfels given ^ or if fuch (hall at any 
time hereafter prevail, if we (hall again 
hear of Money levied without the Au* 
thority of Parliament, Exchequer (hut 
up, ^0 WarrantQ\ Difpenfing Powers, 
Standing Armies, Regulations, Partition 
Treaties, and the like, 'twill be no hard 
inatter to traco and reach fuch Advi(ers, 
and bring 'em to Exemplary Puni(h- 
inent. 

If any thing be to be objefted agaiQ(i 
the Parliament, upon the Score of this 
Law, *ti3 that they have provided better 
for Pofterity than them(elves» and con- 
tiived a good Law to commence heread^ 
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tcr, of which we have prefent Neceflity. 
It is the common Fate of all Courts to 
draw to *cm Men of no Principles, Who 
deCgn to Enrich and Advance themfelves 
at any rate, and come thither as the pro- 
per Stage to pradice their parts upon. 
Thefe Men by their clofe Attendance, 
fubde Infinuations , oflScious Services, 
and pretended Zeal and AfFedion for the 
Perfon and Interefts of the Prince, have 
fometimes fucceeded to a Miracle. For 
as dcfigning Men are obliged to be more 
careful of their outward Appearances, 
than honeftones, who fear no enquiry 
into their Aftions, they ha ve play'd their 
parts fo well, that the Hypocrite has out- 
afted the real Saint 5 and they have fofar 
wriggled themfelves into the Favour of 
the Prince, that they have found Credit 
enough to remove, by f al(e Suggeftions, 
and whifpefd Jealoufies, from about his 
Perfon, and from his Confidence, all thofe 
whom they fufpeded of Underftanding, 
Integrity, and Courage enough to deteft 
and oppofe their Pradices. By thefe Arts 
of Sycophant jzing and Slander, they have 
found means to fill almoft all the Great 
Places, thatgjveimmediate Adraiffion to 
the Kings Perfon and Council, them- 
felves 
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felves, or by their Confederates and 
Creatures, or to make thofe fuch that 
were poflb{s*d of em before, for fear of 
being fupplanted by em. 

By thefe Arts were thofe Cabals firfl: 
introduc'd and eftablifh'd, which haVe 
been fince dignified by the Name of C^- 
bwet CoHftcils^ a Monfter unknown to our 
Antient Conftituftion,which nevertheleft 
ftares us now as boldly in the Face, as if 
it were an Ellential Part of it. In thefe 
Cabals have all thofe pernicious CouiKils 
been hatch'd, which in the late Reigns 
fo alienated the Affedions of the People 
from their Kings , and kindled fuch 
Heart-burnings, fuch Flames of Diflen- 
tion among themfelves, that *tis doubtful 
whether they can ever with fafety beex- 
tingui(b*d. The Privy Council were at 
firft inftituted to be afliftant to, and ad- 
vife the King in the Adminiftration oi his 
Government, according to the Laws of 
this Realm, in the Intervals of Parlia^ 
ment, and during their Seffion in mat- 
ters of lefs Moment and Confequence, 
with which it was not neceflary to trou- 
ble the whole Body of our Reprefenta- 
tives 5 but in things of great and publick 
Importance they were confulted. This 
Council confided of the Lords and great 

F OflBc^ri 
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Offiters of the Court, the largeoefs df 
whofe Efta tes was a fort of Security a- 
gainft Venality and Corraption, a kind 
of Aflurance that they (hou d not betray, 
or give up thofe Rights in which them- 
felves had fo great an Intercft, Or if any 
of em (hou'd fo far pfoftitute hitnfelf to 
the hopes of Favour and Advancement, as' 
to advife any Encroachments on the Li- 
berty of the People, the Number and 
Dignity of the reft was fuflScicnt to awe 
and oppofe him. Accordingly in antiene 
times when any Infradion of the Civil 
Rights of the Subjed was tdade, the 
Lords did frequently by their own Au-- 
thority and Power give a check to fuch' 
Pradices, and oblige the King to remove 
fuch evil Councellors from about his Per- 
fon. 

But fince the Reign of Cabinet Coun* 
cils, the Authority and Credit of the Pri- 
vy-Cuuncil has funk e:^treamly both with* 
King and People. AJl things have been 
raanag'd in Cabal, and Privy-Councilr 
ferv'd for little more than to give a fortc^ 
Publick Sandion to what was refolv'd 
and concluded on by a few in private, and 
moft of thofe that were to make the Or- 
der were not admitted to the Debate. 
Men of fiuall fortunes and lefs Expert 
,. . ence. 
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trice, have been taken into the Miniftrjr 
and Cabinet, who were to make their 
Fortunes by Compliance, arid that. Sla- 
yifn Oblequioufhefs has been thought i 
tveaCon for, which ought to have been a 
Bar to their Protiiotion. By this means 
we have feen Men come to lead Parties, 
and purchafe Numbers ot Votes in a 
Houfe, who had not of their own where* 
with to entitle 'em to Vote in Eleftioii 
out of it. From the advice of thefe Men 
Places and Penfions have been made a fort 
of Appanage to the Reprefentation of e*ry 
Httle Burrough ^ and Stockjobbing of 
Votes, as wdl as other things, has beeii 
introduc'd. Men have thought it worth 
thek whrietobuy, fincethey had fo good 
a Market to fell at. By thefe Cabals were 
•bur Princes taught to flight or negleft the 
Advice of their Parliaments, and inur'd 
to hear without notice the Murmurs and 
Complaints of their People. By thefe 
were the great and frequent Changes 
made in the Commiffions of the Peace 
and Lieutenancy, and Gentlemen ot the 
^reateft Eftates, Quality and Worth;' 
turn'd out to make room for Fellows of 
ho Figure, Fortune or Reputation, that 
ivou'd ferve a particular turn. By thefe 
i^'ci-e Matters of the laft imf)ortance to 
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the Nation tranfafted in a Clandeftinc 
manner, without conlblting the Parlia- 
ment, the* fitting. And by thefe were 
Parlir.nients Prorogued and Diffblv'd, 
when there was an extream Neceflity of 
their Advice and Affiftano # 

But thefe and a tlioufand other Grie- 
vances will be redrefs^d, when this Aft 
(hall take place, and the Nation will be 
enabled to judge better of the Merits 
and Abilities of all that are employed in 
her Service, and confequently to appoint 
em Ports and Employments more pro- 
perly, and diftribute Rewards and Po- 
nifhments wjth more exadnefs ^ which is 
the true Spring and Hinge ot Govern- 
ment. Nor does it minifter lefs Encou*' 
ragcment to thofe thatfhallferve theCo- 
vcrnmcnt faithfully, than Terror and 
Awe to thofe chat ftiall enter the Publick 
Service tor their own private Ends and 
Advantages only. For thereby every 
Man will be made to fVand upon his own 
Legs, and be accountable for no publick 
Niifcarriages and Mifmanagements, but 
thofe which faimfclfby his Advice or Af- 
fiftance Ihall have promoted or conrribn- 
tt'd to. The Publick will grow Lufty 
and Vigorous again, leave off Speftacles, 
and fee with its own Eyes. A few will 

not 
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not have the Power of Arbitrary Repre* 
(entation, and transterring Merit or 
Blame as they pleafe. The Power of the 
Keys will be taken from 'em, they fh^ll 
no longer admit or exclude at wil), and 
Pardons, Merits or Indulgences, will be- 
come as unfaleable a Commodity in the. 
Court, as the Church. But thefe are* to 
be the Bleffingsof future Reigns ^ at prc^ 
fent the Wildom and Jufticeof the King, 
and our own Vigilance mqft be our Secu- 
rity* However, Poftcrity have great Ob- 
ligations to the late Parliament, who 
have made fuch a Provilion for *em, and 
taken off the Odium ot the Caution from 
them that are to reap the Benefit ot ir. 
And we have great reafon to think, that 
they who have been fo careful to make a 
Fence about the Liberties of thofe that 
are to come after 'em, wou'd be no lefs 
watchful and follicitous to prefcrve their 
own, did they not know themfelves fe. 
cure under the Protcftioa of His Ma- 
jefty. 

Of no lefs Importance and Con- 
quence is the following Claufe of the 
fame Ad, which provides, 

J hut after thefaid Limitation Jlull t^l^e 
efe^y as aforefiid, no l^^tjoft ^orn out of 



5$, The Hiftory^ 

the KiffgdmofEn^^ndj Scotland, or\r^ 
land, or the Domwiofts therennto belongi$ig 
(^although he he Naturalized^ or made a i)e- 
pizen (except f tic h as are bo*n ^j^Englilh 
Varents)fliall he capahle to he of the Privy 
Council, or a Metnher of either Houfe of 
iParliament, or to enjoy any Office or Place 
pf Truft, either Civil or Military, or to 
have any Grant of Lands, Tenements, or 
JH^ereditaments pom the Crown to Hini- 

felf^ or to any others in Trutt for him. 

The little experience we have had has 
^aught us not tq depend too much on the 
AfFeftions, or to relie on the 'Connfel ot 
Foreigner?. How ftrong foever we may 
fancy the Obligations we lay upon em lo^ 
be, they are, and look upon themfelves 
but 35 Sojourners here, and will remain 
ho longer among us, than till terms of Se- 
curity or Advantage (hall invite ern to 
return home, and perhaps to carry with 
"lem the fppy Is of a too Hpfpi'^able Cour. 
try. Our Hiftory does not indeed a fford 
us many inftances of this kind ; bccaufe 
fuch has been the Prudence of our Fore- 
fathers, few Foreigners have arrived at a- 
ny Degree of Civil Power in this Nati- 
on, till very lately, (fince the Ncrwani 
hiade themfelves at once Nhfters of iY\% 
$oiI and People) tho' it has been always 
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open as a Sariduary to the OpprelTed of 
all Nations Yet we are not quite with- 
out an Example, and that a very freQi 
one too ; when a Perfon whofe Merit or 
Services to this Nation, no Mancou'de- 
ver yet difcover, (hall have been thro* 
our foolifli Indulgence or Connivance 
fuffcred to enjoy Places of the greateft 
Honour, Truft and Profit, and admitted 
to the bigheft Dignities and Privileges 
both in his own Perfon, and for his Fami- 
ly, encumber'd with vaft Salaries and 
Perquifites , and leaden with private 
Bounties and Grants, which notwith- 
ftanding a conftant Contempt (hewn for 
the Nation,flow'd in perpetually for forae 
Years upon him, yet thought not fit to 
truft this Nation with the Proteftion of 
that Wealth, which thro' her Favour, 
and at her Expence he had gathered, but 
ponverting into Money her Palaces, Roy- 
alties, Lands and Tenements, has con- 
vey'd into another Land a greater Eftate 
than any of her Antient and Genuine No- 
bility enjoy at home, and notwithftand- 
ing he has procured for himfclf and his 
Poftcrity, a Place among our Nobility 
for ever, yet out of more than halt a 
Million gotten here, has notleft enough 
in the Land to entitle any of hisDefcen- 
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/dants ^o thie Dignity pf a HighConftablcr. 
jit this as a (ing)c Indance (hall not be 
thouojar fufticient, w^ need not look ve- 
ry far to fee Palaces rifing abroad at our 
Charge, becoming the Majvfty of the 
grea.teft Kings, an4 far aboye the Digni- 
ty of Private Subjefts, for whom they 
3re built J pt which 1 (hall take no other 
notice, than thatthefe things being done 
in the very dawning of fome Men's glo- 
rious Pays, are no good Arguments of 
their Intentions to (ettle and perpetuate 
themfdves among us, however ambitious 
they may fcem of Tides and Dignities 
here; but pnthecontrary, they are fuffi- 
tient Indications, that thefe Men pre- 
sume, where-ever their Spfi rifes, that it 
>vill fee there. 

Expcrjcf/ce (fays fhe Prpvprb) is tU 
Mi (lief s of Fcjols 5 qnd therefore Wife 
tylenwill take warning by a very few E%r 
gimj lejs. Thofc that ftay for more, ma/ 
robably lofc the opportunity of profiting 
y em v\hent|iey have cip/ It is an 
pbrervaxion in Politicks a? wt|l as Hu§- 
Ix^ndry, Ikut the barren Suckers dravp 
f^wre fro/// the Stocks than the Fruitful 

Lranches \ and therefore wife States take 
care, and prune 'cm betimes. If then ic 
|liallanf;ear3 that all Foreign Gra its upon 

' " . ft? 
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the Miniftry in EngUnd^ have been of 
the Nature of thofe Suckers, that ferve 
only to impoverilh the Stock 5 and if it 
may be demonftrated from Realon, that 
they will in probability ever be fo, not 
only here, but in all Free States, I fup- 
pofeit will readily be granted. That it is 
better to hinder their being grafted,thani 
after they are as it were concorporated, 
and are well grown, to tear 'em off by 
Violence, which may endanger the main 
Trunk, and is the very Cafe this Claufe 
provides againft. 

The firft King that admitted Foreign- 
ers into his Councils, and fuffer'd him- 
felf to be Advis'd by em in the Admini* 
ftrarion of the Civil Government, was 
Henrj the Third. He had brought over 
with him from France^ a great Number 
pf Poi&oHvws^ to gratifie whom, by the 
Advice of Hngh de Rupibus^ Biftiop of 
Wwcbejier^ and Feter de Rivalk^ both 
Foreigners, he takes an unjuft occafion 
to quarrel with all his Nobles and great 
OScers at once, proceeding againft fome 
by Fine and Confifcatibn, and removing 
all m general from his Councils, and 
from their Pofts, which he fills with 
Strangers. The Lords hereupon Confe- 
flf f4te, they r^fufe to come to parliament, 
'' ^ ■ "^hcy 
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they require him to remove the Bifhopo^ 
WincAeJter and tht PoiSouvins fromCourf, 
and threaten that unlefs he complied with 
*em herein, they would by force drive 
both him and them out of the Land^ and 
make a new King. Thefe Troubles had 
after two Years a (hort refpite 3 the 
King's Neceffities forcing him to comply, 
and to remove all S^trangers from aoout 
him. But this was a violent Remedy, 
and its Operation but of little continu- 
ance. No focMier was the (haking Fit 
over,but the hot Fit for Strangers return- 
ed, and with it they. Want, the conftant 
Attendant on fuch Guefts, follow 'd his 
Strangers clofe at the Heels, and the 
King with Oaths and Solemn promifesof 
ufingonly theCounfel oihisNatural Sul> 
jefts, never to violate their Liberties, nof 
to injure the Nobility, prevails once more 
upon his Parliament to relieve his Necef* 
fities. A Subfidy is granted, but To, as 
that it be lodged in the Hands of Perfons 
appointed by Parliament to receive it, 
and to reftore it to the refpeftive Cburh 
ties whence it was colleded, in cafe tb§ 
Conditions ftipulated were not perform- 
ed. The King feizes the Money rais'd^ 
links himfclf yet more clofely to bis i^^^r 
reigners^ and neglefts his Proraifes to bii 
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People. By thefe Breaches of Promife, 
and his giving himfelf tip to the Connfelf 
of Strangerj^, he fo loft his Credit^ and 
th^ Hearts of his Subjefts, that his whole 
Reign, which was the longeft of any 
King's of Effglandy was a perpetual Scene 
of Difcordj Rapwe^ Poverty^ Profttjion^ 
Wants, Taxes, Cravings,' RepJflfis^ Be^f 
gery and Shame, in all which the King 
was either AQor, or ObjeS, and alter-^ 
nately both 5 till at laft, when heaping 
Biflyopricl{s, Earldoms, Lordjhips, HonottrSj 
Royalties, Offices, and all forts of prefer- 
ments on his Creatures, he h2id Jpoi I* d his 
Suhje&s, fquanderd his Treafuries, vpafted 
his Revenues, and to complcat all, and 
gratifie their infatiate Avarice, fold his 
plate and jfejre//,and the Dnkedam of Nor^ 
fffandy ^the Ear Idon/s of AnjoH,Tojirain^and 
Main-^^nd reduced himfelf fo low, that he* 
was fprc'd to ^eg for his Subfiftance ^ he 
was dejpk'd by chofe he had ra^s*d,&c hated 
by thofe he had oppreji, to that degree, 
fhat Simon Mount fort, one of thofe For 
rcigners, whom he had fofter'd, upon a 
private Difguft had the Infolence togiv^ 
him the Lye to his Face, and to threaten 
him in a fcandalous manner publickly 
before the Lords, and was proteded by 
i?mr Thus this King by adhering to the 
\\ ) \ .- •;: Advice 
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Advice of foreigners protraded a Long, 
Troublefom, Inglorious Reign oi Ixy/f^ 
JiicCy Want and Difgrace 5 and tho* he 
left his Subjefts at laft better fecur'd in 
their Rights and Liberties by Magna 
Charta^ and Charta de Forefiis^ than ever 
they had been before, yet died unthank'd 
and unlamented. 

Edward the Second neglefting the better 
Example, and Advice of his Father, and 
trod direftly in the Steps of his Grandfa- 
ther, but with vi^orfe Fortune. Imme- 
diately upon his Acceffion to the Throne, 
he recalls Pierce Gavejion, whom his Fa- 
ther bad BaniOi'dt To him the King re- 
figns himfelf to be governed wholly by 
his pleafure. But Gavefion grown wan- 
ton with his Authority,, by Rapacious 
Avarice foon diftrefs d the Ring, and by 
his Infolencefo provok'd the Lords, that 
Confederating they obi ig'd the King to 
Banifti him , and alt Strangers the 
Court. Gavefton was fent into Ireland^ 
but foon recaird by the King, who could 
not bear his Abfenc^. But returning as 
well to his former Infolence and Extra- 
vagance, as to his Mafter,and draining tho " 
King of the neceflary Supports of him- 
felf and the Qjcen, tho he bad ftreng^^ 
fhen'^ himfdf by a Match wi^h the Si- 
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ftef of the Earl of Gloncejler^ the Darling 
of the People,he was again, by the Lords, 
driven into Exile, not to return any more 
on pain of being treated as an Enemy 5 
which he venturing to do, was taken by 
the Lords, and had his Head accordingly 
cut off. He was the Son of a French Gen- 
tleman, and a fort of Fofter Brother to 
the King, being bi^sd up with him, had 
divers extraordinary good Qualities 5 hi^ 
Faults were ahufing the Kings Favonr in 
converting his Treafures to the Support of 
his own Riotous Cravings, and infufing 
into the King an Averfion for his Englijb 
Nobility, the evil effeds of which expir'd 
not with him. The Impreflions which 
he had ma^e on the King, lafted during 
his Reign 5 and tho the finilhing was re- 
ferv'd for others, the Foundation of all 
thofe Evils which enfued, were laid by 
him, which in the end coft the King his 
Crown and Life. 

Thefe are the only Kings of iS;/^/^^ 
fince the Conqueft, who have been (o 
unhappy, as to place their Affeftions and 
Confidence in Foreigners. And the Trou- 
bles and Misfortunes of their Reigns 
may be a fufficient LelTon to thofe, who 
are only to be inftru&ed by Example, 
how dangerous it is to admit Strangers 

into 
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into the Mlnijlry, and Councils of a tree 
Nation. As tor thcfe that arc born wirli 
Saddles on their Backs, 'tis no great mat* 
ter who beftrides em. 

But Hillory tan only inform us what 
lias been, and that not always with cer* 
tainty intheparriciilars of the Fadsthem- 
felvcs, much lefsin thefecret Caufcs and 
Springs of Action. Reafon will carry \xi 
much farther, and we may in fome mea- 
fure penetrate into what's to come. And 
tbo the wifeft Mortals will and muft fail 
frequently in their Conje&ures about 
particular Events, many Circumftancejl 
being mcerly contingent, or abfolutely 
hidden from humane Foreflgbt^ yet int 
generals we may proceed with furer 
Steps, and afrive almofl: at Moral Cotr 
tainty; at leaftlo much of it,asrtiay fufc 
iice to frame Rules, which vvith the pro- 
per Exceptions, which e*ry Wife Man's' 
own Prudence will on occafion fuggeft 
to him, may fcrve for the Conduflt of 
Life. 

The Contrivers therefore of this Law, 
joining juft Reafoning to Experience^ 
have thought fit to exclude Stratfgtrt 
from having any Share in the Admwir 
jp:ration of the GovernmPit of Englana. 

Not that they doubted whether other 
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Countries cou'd produce Men of as great 
Wifdom and Integrity, and as fit to rulc^ 
States, aa their own j But becaufe they 
knew, that fuch Perfons were, of all 
Men, leaft likely to want Employment 
at home, or to offer their Service abroad, 
without a lawful Call 5 and becaufe they 
cou d not have that Experience, or Affu- 
rance of the Fidelity and Integrity of J/i- 
ens^ that they may have of their Natives, 
they thought it fafer to want the Service 
of many good Men, than to run the ha- 
zard of one bad one. Not but that it 
may be our Fortune to make choice of 
fome fuch from among our own People. 
But neither is the hazard altogether foT 
great , nor are their Errors or Faults 
likely to be ot fuch dangerous Confe- 
quence to a Nation, as thofe oiStrangeri^ 
The innate Love which Men are obfer- 
ved to have for their own Country, is a 
Security for the Native, that he fhall al- 
ways confult the Intereft of his Country - 
when it interferes not with his own par. 
cicular, at leaft in preference to the Inte- 
refts of any other Country 5 a Security 
which an Alien can't give. The Habi- 
tude of Cuftoms, Manners, Forms, and 
Opinions (natural AfFeftion apart) make 
Cife more eafie and comfortable to em 

iil 
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in a Country where by Education tbtfie 
are become Familiar, and in a maniKr 
Natural j than where to conform them- 
lelves to the Figure and Fa(hions of the 
Place, they muft put a force upon them* 
lelves, and live in perpetual Conftraint, 
and appear like ill Players, always Afting 
a Part that does not fit 'em. Befides, the 
Engagements of Inrereft, Relation, and 
Friendfhip, are fo many Obh'gations up* 
OD a Native to acquit himfelf fo, as not 
to forfeit the Benefit of all thefe Conve- 
niences 5 whereas a Stranger may upon 
any Difguft or Apprehenfion of Danger, 
remove witii as much Facility, as he 
Came, and live in as much Comfort any 
\?here elfe. 

The ufual Reafons why Men quit their 
own Country to fettle in a ftrange Land, 
are Protcliiotz of Perfoft, or Improvement 
of Fortum. Now either of thefe is a 
juft Bir to the admiffion of fuch Perfons 
into the Councils of the Nation. For if 
they flie their Country, they do it either 
as Criminals, or as Perfons opprefsd. As 
the firft, *tis a Qaeftion, Whether wc 
ought to proteft 'em or not > And no- 
thing can fairly excufe our fo doing, but 
our not being obliged to enter into the 
Merits of their Caufe, But we muft be 

mad, 
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ntad, if we entruft thofc with our moft 
important Affairs, who come hither only 
becaufe their Honefty is fufpefted at 
home. As the latter. Humanity obliges 
us to receive *em kindly, but Prudence 
forbids us to take thofe into the Adrnm- 
Jiration of our Pub lick Affairs^ who come 
Strangers tO the Lavps^ Policj, and Coftjii^ 
tution of our Nation, inftituted and edu- 
Gated under a different fort of Govern- 
ment, and Civil Difcipline 5 and perhaps 
habituated fo as to think themfelves hap« 
py in a moderate degree of Slavery^ and 
aw'd fo as not to dare to aflert the Right 
of SubjeSsy as upon jufl: Occafions, Mim-- 
fiers ought. Befides, Experience has 
taught us. That fuch Perfons are always 
ready to receive Propofals of returning 
home, and therefore we muft expeft to 
bedeferted, when ever their Natural 
Prince (hall think fit to invite 'em back, 
by offering Terms of Security. Nor is 
it improbable that they may fometimes 
purchafe that Grace at the Expence of 
the Truft repos'd in 'em. Such Prece- 
dents there are, and they may be follow- 
ed. For amongft all the Improvements 
that thefe latter Ages have made upon the 
foregoing, I don't find Simplicity and 
Sincerity to have any (hare. The Par- 
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1 lament therefore have taken a wife 
courfe, by exduding all, to prevent oar 
being ruin'd by fome, thro' too general a 
Confidence 5 or unjuft to others, by a too 
particular Sufpicion. 

It has fometimes been thought good 
Husbandry to give Places and Comtrnffh 
Of is to Foreigners of Quality 5 thereby ta 

fupport 'em in fome meafure anfwcrable 
to their Quality, and former Condition, 
and excufe the Privy Purje from the 
Charge of a Penfon^ which might other* 
wife be expeded. This were good Po- 
licy, \i Places were defign'd in the nature 
of an Hofpital^ only for the fupport of 
thofe, who knew not how otherwife to 
live according to their Rank. Butjt they 
were contriv'd (as no doubt they were,of 
ought to have been J for the the Service 
of the Pttblick^ then it is a very miftaken 
piece of thrift to fill 'em with ufelefs or 
improper Perfons, which were intended 
for the Encouragement and Reward of 
Ability and Merit. 

It may be objefted, That there are md- 
ny Places of much Eafe and little Trufi^ 
vphich require no great Indnjiry or Capacity^' 
to difcharge one's Duty well inland therefore 
there can he no danger in admitting Stran-" 
gcrt tojnch. ' 
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But it may be Anfwer'd, That'tis hard 
Healwg with the Native, to pHt himalvpajs 
to the Uibonr'wg Oar^ without refpite. Snch 
Fl ices ought to he the Reward of long and 
jireat Services^ as an Acknowledgment ofpajl 
Merits J and an honourable and comfortable 
Retreat from Fatigue and Trouble. As for 
Strangers, 'tis more Noble^and Safe, tojiib^ 
fi(i \m by the Charity of the Crown, by way of 
Penfion ^ than by Places, to give' em aClaim 
of Right to Profits, which the nature of their 
Service cant deferve, and thereby difcontent 
ihofe whofe Merits may give 'em jufi Pre* 
tenfions. 

As tor thofe, who to better their For- 
tunes, Voluntarily take Service under a 
Foreign Prince, or State, they ought to 
be look*d upon as Mercenaries, who, in- 
different as to the Interejis of the Public, 
have regard to their own private profit 
and advantage only. For whether fti* 
pulating at their entrance into the Ser- 
vice, they honeftly fet a price upon their 
Affiftance, or trufting to their Fortune, 
Merit, or Addrefs, leave it to be rated 
afterward, the matter is the fame, and 
the Difference is only in the Manner* 
Intereft, which gave 'em to us, will at 
any time take /em from us again 5 and 
^hey ouglit therefore to be punfttially 
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paid according to agreement in the cafe 
of Stipulation, or rewarded in propor- 
tion to the real Merit of their Services 
in the other. 

But how ufef ul foever fuch Men may 
be in Foreign Wars and Service abroad, 
the ufe of era may be dangerous at home. 
It is not fate to truft our Arms or our 
Counfels out of our own Power. For 
tho* fome wife States may without any 
Fatal Confequcnce have truftedthe Exe- 
cution of their defigns to hired Troops, 
yet the part of advifing, and direfting, 
they always kept to themfelves ; and none 
ever let Strangers into their Council^, 
without danger to their Liberty, and, 
finding fufficient Caufe to repent it. 

I fpeak now with relation to the Body, 
of every Nation, the People. For where 
a Prince is (o unhappy, as to think hisln- 
terefts feparate from thofe of his People, 
Strar7gers may probably be better Ser- 
vants than his Native Subjefts, if an^^ 
may be call'd good, who (hall infufe, or . 
confirm fo pernicious an Error. They, 
v/ill be moft ready to promote Arbiirarj 
Counfels^ who have much to hope from 
'em, and nothing to lofe. They will be 
willing to 2;ive up the Rights ot the Pe^- 
fU^ in which they have no ?ro[rlety^ to 
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ercft a Dominion^ which they will hope 
to pare under the Saveraign^ and becoi> 
tent to be Slaves to him to domineer over 
the reft* They will endeavour to debauch 
the Prince with falfe Notions of Pieafure 
or Power, that they may themfelves be 
iht MinijUrsoi his Lufts^They will mag- 
nifie the Prerogative exceflively, and call 
all thofe who (hall in Council dare to de- 
fend thejuft Rights and Liberties of the 
People (oy whom they will ever know 
themfelves hated and fufpedted) fancy 
anddiiloyal 5 and will endeavour to re- 
move from about the Perfon ot the Prince, 
all fuch as ftiall dare with honeft Coun- 
fels to oppofe *em. They will by bafc 
Flattery, and flavifti Obfequioufnefs, en- 
deavour to Monopolize the Favour of the 
Soveraign ^ and by falfe Infinuarions, ma- 
licious Suggeftions, and forg'd Calum- 
nies, to poijon him with Je^loufies and 
Apprehenpons of his Suhje&s. They will 
tell him, That he is too Indulgent 5 That 
his Lenity waives his Vajfals Infolent ^ Ihat 
the lightnefs of their Toke^ ma\es 'em Wan- 
ton and Saucy ; That he ought to exert ^ and 
make * em feel his Authority^ and tremble at 
his pieafure ^That Submijfion^and entire Re- 
Agnation to his Will, is the Subje^s part 5 
^h(^t a limited Obedience is a Traytem^ r W>' 

Q 3 tron % 
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(iOff 5 and Vetitioniffg^ aHual RebeUm, 
They will pcrfwade him. That he is ml 
fafc w the Hands of his SuhJeSs 5 and tia 
fitch aGuardvPill benecejfaryfor the Securitj 
of his Perfifn, as having no other Interedsor 
Dependance in this Nation^ than on bim^ 
may be devoted without referve to the ExecM- 
tion of all his Commands. Til OS they will 
by degrees, attempt to inftil into him the 
Trinciples of Tyranny, which by an Am- 
bitions, 3, Weak, or a Covpardlj PriKce^ will 
ie greedily fuck'd in; and when they have 
moulded him to their purpofe, they will, 
under colour of his Authority, Plunder 
and Pillage the Nation, and enrich thcm- 
felves with the Spoils. 

t know fome think fuch Conditions as 
thefe too hard :That 'tis the Prerogative 
c 1 our Rings to employ whomfoever tbey 
think fie, about their Perfons ; and toufe 
the Counfelsof thofe, in whofe Fidelity, 
Experience, and Affcftion, they can con- 
fide, of whaubcvcr Country, or Nati-! 
on . That th-rt by we abridge their Power 
c- Lvviirdii'v tl^cre that ferve *em faithr 
■'. • ' r.d deprive '.-m of the Service o^ 
•!^ titers : ^ bat there is not always 
. '^mX in (ht Mhiijhy oi Foreigners \ 
. .v.i.-.jlerG may tbmetjmes be 
. :o uMH:;:!. to miOcnd their 

J 1 
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Mafters, and the Princes often too wife 
to be mifled by *era, if they (hou'd at^ 
tempt it. 

I grant that thisProvifo may be fome- 
dmes unneceflary, but, that it can ever 
be hard, I deny. The People may be 
(pmetimes fo fecure in the Wifdom, and 
Gracious Difpofition of their Prince, as 
may make their own Care and Vigilance 
«(elels 5 but they are not therefore to pre- 
fume, that they (hall never haveoccafion 
iot em again. Tis for this reafon that 
our Senate, exercifing their Prudence in 
providing againft remote Evils that may 
be, but are yet in the dark Womb of 
Fate, leave the prefent time to the Con- 

du^ and Difpofition of His Majejiy. But 

they are not fo befotted with their Hap- 
pinefs, as not to know, that at fome time 
or other, it muft have an end 5 and that 
wc are not to expeft a perpetual Series of 
fuch Reigns. ■ A Prince may arife, that 
may not be of fuch a Gracious Difpofiti- 
on, and have fo Fatherly a Tendernefs 
for his People, with fuch extraordinary 
Perfonal Endowments to enable him to 
proteft and defend 'em ; and therefore as 
his power ot doing 'em good, and per- 
haps his Inclination too will be lefs, fo 
pught that of doing 'em hurt alfo. It 

G 4 wou*d 
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wou*d not be Juftice to His Majcfty, to 
compleraent Princes yet Unborn^ with 
that Confidence, which is all the Re- 
ward of thofe Hazards and Fatigues he 
has fuftain'd for our Prefervation, and 
Defence. But a good Prince can neither 
want nor defire the Power of doing us 
hurt 5 and tho' a bad one do both, he is, 
for that Rea(on, not to be trufted with it 
upon any pretence of Prerogative what- 
foever. 

Power is a Morfel fo delicious, that 
fcarce any, who have ever taded it, couVl 
be contented with their proper (hare. 
And Ambition is a Gulph, that is always 
filling, never full 5 e'ry Meal is a frefb 
Whet to its Appetite, and the more it 
has, the more it craves* If then we 
fl:ou'd happen to have an Ambitioui 
Prince, and a Foreign Miniftry (which 
but for this Claufe, might at fome time 
or other^ be our Cafe) what muft be^ 
come of our Civil Conftitutioxi > Henryt 
the Third, and Edward the Second^ were 
Weak, Cowardly, and Diffolute Prin^ 
ces , and their Barons were Valianti 
Wife, and Powerful ; yet the firft, 
through the Rapacioufnelsof hisjR?re/g« 
Favourites, was necefStated 5 and by 
iheir Advice and Affiftance, cmbolden'd 

and 
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and enabled to Invade and Diftrefs his 
Subjefts in their Rights and Properties, 
which but for the vigorous and (tout 
Refinance of his Barons, he had irreco- 
verably ruin'dj and the other was infti* 
gated to fuch things, as at laft brought 
him to a miferable Cataftrophe in a Wu 
vate Condition. Had either of thefe 
Princes had the Talents of a Neighbour-^ 
ing Monarchy there had been an End of 
the £;ag/i/j& Conftitution, and Slavery^ 
Want and Wooden Shoes^ had Jbeen the 
miferable Portion of the People of this 
yet happy Ifland. And perhaps the 
Swarms of Locufts, which thofe Coun- 
tries daily fent over hither, was none of 
the leaft Reafons, why the EngUfh part- 
ed fo tamely with fo confiderable a Bar- 
rier to England^ as Normandy and A^ini* 
tain. 

If then our Anceftors thought fit to 
purcbafe the abfence of Strangers at fo 
dear a rate, to recover their Liberty, how 
careful ought we to be to keep *em out, 
and fecure it > For ftiou*d a prince of 
Courage and Prudence arife, who (hou'd 
afpire to make himfelf Ahfolute^ when 
the Cm/, ox Military Svpordy and perhaps 
both (hou'd be in the Hands of Aliens^ 
what cou'd a naked difarm*d People do 

in 
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in defence of their Liberties? They cou*4 
not cxpeft thofe Strangers (hoa*d under- 
jtalce their Prote&ion againft the En. 
qroachments of their Prince. That were 
diredly againO: their Intereft, which 
wou'd be by making themfelves necef- 
(try to, and inftrumental in the promo? 
ting his Arbitrary Defigns, to gain Cre- 
dit and Authority with him, and tyran* 
nize under him, and by clapping Fet« 
ters on the Lords and Commons^ (ecure 
^€m from putting Halters about their 
^ecks. 

But tho- we cou*d be fure, that no 
King of Bngland wou'd ever hereafter 
esptertain any fuch thoughts ; tho' we 
cou'd be certain of a perpetual Succeifioa 
of Princes, who out of their innate 
Coodnefs, wou*d not even accept of the 
Exercile of more than their juft and law- 
ful Power 3 yet wou'd not this Law 
ceafe to be ufeful, tho it were not fo ab- 
iblutely neceflary. For tho the Gracious 
pifpofition of the Soveraign himfelf, 
wou'd then he (as it now is) a . fuflSci- 
ent fecurity againft any Attempts upon 
our Liberties on bis part ; yet fince we 
have entaird our Crown on a Savernign 
Family^ Natives and fli?r^<^/><^ry Princes of 
of another Land^on whom *tis to be f ear'd 

it 
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}t may in no very long trad of Time de- 
fcend, wo may reafonably exped, that the 
fird of 'em, that (hall take pofleffion of 
the Throne,will be followed by numbers 
of bis Countrymen 5 who, tho*they have 
no hand in his Advancement, will hope 
to (hare his good Fortune 5 and through 
the Eiounty of their Mafter, to tafte the 
jFruits of a rich and .plentiful Country, 
for which they have never laboured. 
And, as Princes feel their Hearts en- 
larg'd with their Fortunes, -'tis ufual 
for *em to begin their Reigns with Afts 
of Generc^ty and Bounty j of which, 
none are fo likely to feel the comfortable 
Influence, as the old Servants, Country 
Men, and Subjeds, to whom, under 
pretence of rewarding paft Services, 
fhey are willing to (hew their Magnifi- 
cence and Grandeur, which muft be done 
at the Expence of their new ones, who 
out of their abundant Zeal (which, con- 
trary to the common courfe of Natural 
things, is always ftrongeft in its Infan- 
cy) are, on fuch occafions, rather apt tq 
prompt and encourage, than to curb the 
Extravagance of their Prince, however 
they repine at it afterwards. 

Refides, the Community of Speech, 
j^eligion, and Cuftoras, paft confidence 

and 
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and Familiarities, and other Eagaga 
ments of an elder Date, make conTena- 
tion with his Foreign SubjeSs^ infinitdy 
more eafie and pleamig to a New Kingti 
Ffireigfi Birth and Education^ than witii 
his iVeir Ones 5 whom, 'tis a great while 
eVe he knows, and longer e re he robdi. 
ly underftands. This gives his Faretgn^ 
ers the fole opportunity of entertaining 
him in his private Recedes at his Hoon 
of Diver fion and Plcafure, when in the 
midft of Gaiety and Mirth, the paiies to 
the Heart are leaft guarded 5 an advan^ 
tage over his New Subjcds (b great^ 
that tho (by our Suppofition) they can't 
improve it to their hurt, they will befure 
to do it to their own life and Bencrffit, 
and perhaps to the exclulion of the others 
for ever, from his nearefl: AfFeftions, 
where they will themfelves always fill 
the firft places. For it is obfervable of 
Princes, as well as private Perfons, that 
the Confident, and Inftrument of their 
Pleafures, (hares a greater meafure of 
their Favour, than the partner of their 
Labours and Dangers, and often mounts 
over his Head. This will likewife give 
*cm means, by working the Prince at 
proper Seafons, which they only will 
l^ave the power of, to turn the whole 

ftream 
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ftream of his Liberality and Bounty up- 
on themfelves 5 and by f alfe Rcprefenta- 
tions and Charaders oi the Natives, 
whom the Prince by thefe Arts will be 
kept from knowing fufficiently, to fill 
with their own Cre4*»re/ and Depettdants^ 
all fuch Places, as, to avoid Envy, them- 
felves (hall think fit to dech'ne : By 
thefe means the befl^ and bravefij who 
will fcorn fuch dependance, will be 
excluded and difoblig'd j and Men of 
narrow Fortunes^ and narrower Spirits^ in- 
tending only their own Profit and Ad* 
vantage 3 Men of more Crafi than Wjf- 
dom^ and fitter for Secret and Corrupt in- 
trignesy than Open and Generom Councils^ 
will be admitted into the Adminifiration 
of PHhlick AflFairs 5 whence will follow 
Puhlick Grievances^ and Difcontents^ and 
unavoidable Jealouffes^and Mifunderjiand- 
f/rg/ between theJv/»g:andhis People*^ till 
the Puhlick, Voice (hall inform him of the 
Abufe of his Favour^ and he (hall learn to 
drfiinguijh Men by their Mifcarriages. 

Thefe are the Grievances^ that will na- 
tnrally follow the Adminifiration of Fo- 
reigners^ in the Reign of a Wife and 
Good Prince 5 which in that of a Bad, 
rauft neceflarily be attended with all the 
Miferies, and Calamities that an Unhap- 
py 



78 TheHiftofybf 

py Nation can fuffer. But of all thefe, 
the Parliament, by a wife and timely pro- 
vifion, has anticipated the Apprehenfions. 
For which, Pofterity can never make era 
fufficient Acknowledgments. 

But as not only Foreigners^ but our 
own Natives m^y be corrupt, and the 
Nation thereby endangered, efpecially if 
fuch Perfons (hou'd come to have Seffion 
in Parliament^ and bear a part of the Le- 
giflative Authority, to keep the Poifon 
9S far as poffible from the Fountain-head, 
Provifion is made in this Ad* 
. . ^hat f7o Perfon, who has an OflSce or 
place of Profit nnJUr the King, or receives 
M Penfion from the Crown, jhall be capable 
of ferving as a Member of the Houfe of 
Commons. 

. This Houfe is the Guardian of the 
Rights and Liberties of all the Commons oi 
l^ngland, a third part of the Leg;ar/?^i«r^ 
power, and one of the Three EJiates of the 
Kingdom 5 which being inftituted as 
Checks, and Counterpoifes to one ano- 
ther, for the better fecuring our Liberty 
againfl all, have their diftinft and fepa- 
fatc Rights^ Priviledges and PotPerSy as 
well as common, which ought to be fcepr 
^ Kred and Inviolate ; otherwife our Con- 
ftitution is loftr. For, w'henfoevef ahy 
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one of thefe htcova^% fubordinate to, and 
depend*ant upon either of the other, the 
Civil B^Uanctj wherein lies our Securitjj 
is dcftroy'd. 

All Attempts upon the Rights of any 
t>t thefe, are dangerous to the whole, 
efpecially thofe of the Ciii«r»wj, who be- 
ing vaftljr the majority, and the only in^ 
difpenfably neceflary part of a Common- 
wealth, their Safety and Security ought 
to beconfulted, and provided for, before 
that of any Branch, and even againft it, 
if ever they (hall happen to be incon- 
fiftent. Our Conftitution itfelf, fo long 
as it (hall be pre(erv*d unbroken, is a (uf- 
feicnt Guard againft any Inva(ion upon 
any of *em by open Violence 5 no one of 
the Three E(tates being entruited with fo 
much Power,astobe able forcibly to take 
from either of the other, any of its Rights. 
But on the other hand, the Remedy for 
CorruftioH does not feem fo apparently in- 
cluded in the Frame of our Civil Confti- 
tution ^ tho in reality it is fo. And there- 
fore that, as the moft covert and moft 
efFedual Method, has been purfued by 
our late Managers^ For tho it was not 
fcafible to iM'ing the Houfe to have any 
depcndance on the Courts yet it was not 
impoilibie to bring great numbers of the 

Mefl*" 
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Members, for their (eparate Interefts, (o 
be retainers of it. To efied this, all 
Vlacts as they became vacant, Mfere filled 
with Parliament Men^ and great Endea- 
vours were ufed to procure (bch to be 
Chofen, as were already poflefs'd of C^ 
fices 5 in which they were lb fuccefsfidi 
as to prevail in many places, where they 
had never been feen, and perhaps fcarcc 
heard of, before they appeared as Gm^ 
dates* 

To make the more room, befides a 
great number of new created Offices j tt» 
old ones were fflit into Commiffums^ 
whereby the Nations Expence wai 
greatly encreas*d, and the number of 
Officers exceffively multiplied. 

By thefe means, we have (een at one 
time in the Houfe, near 900, who all 
held places at the Kings Pleafure 5 who, 
together with thofe, whom Secret PtnS. 
ons^ Future Hopes, and other Private at* 
gagements^ drew after 'em, made a Party 
To formidable, that fome great Courtiers^ 
by whofe Infpiration they mov*d, grew 
Infolent 5 and within E)oors treated thofe 
Gentlemen with Contempt, who came 
thither only to ferve their Country ,wirh- 
out any feparate regard to themfelves 5 
and without Doors, had the Hardinefs 

to 
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and without Doors had cheHardincfsto 
promife for the Houfe, befcjre they conful- 
ted it. The fuccefs of this Method wa^ 
fiich that they came at lengtli in a rnan^ 
ner to avow it ; and whenever Applies 
tibn was made to tiie Min'iftry^ foi any 
Tlace depending on the Court^ worth lb 
much as 200 /. per Annum ; Enquiry was 
made, Whether the Parff wsts a Memier^ 
or could procure himlelf to be EleiSted, fb 
far was it become a ncceflary Qualifica- 
tion ; infomiidi that a great Lord told 
one, who, upon fome confiderable Ser- 
i^icc done, made Suit to him for a Place 
then vacant, that he [honU harue any Pen^ 
^on^ rather than a Place^ hecaufe the King 
had not Places enow to Gratifie his Friends 
tn parliament. 

Thus was the Honfi rent into FnxSJi- 
^nSy kno'Nn all over England by the 
Vames of Coitrt and Country Parties ^ 
vhich Divifion w*is artifiefally kept uj^ 
)y fome Great Officer ^^ and the Breach 
nduftrioufly made wider by them, and 
hck Creatures, who having pof^ls'd 
bimfelves however unworthily of the 
5[ing*s Favour^ dignified themfelvcs with 
he Title of the Kings Friends , in ex-* 
lufion to all others ; and labour d ro 
but up all the Avenues, and render hvn 

H inacccili- 
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jnaccefTible to all ( buc thofe to whciB 
they gave Admittance ) (bgmatiziog 'em 
as JacohiieSy Difaffe£led Ferfans^ and Em^ 
mies to his Government ; tho* they did oa 
all occafions, give as hearty Demonllnh 
tion of their Affection for the Kings Ter- 
fony and Zeal for his GovernnteMt^ and the 
Service of their Country ^ as the moft for- 
ward of themfelvcs, but upon letter 
Principles. 

Thefe Pradices however Convinced 
Dilcerning , and Difinterefted Perfons , 
that theje Men^ who beilow'd fo loud, 
and boafted io of their Services for the 
bed of Kings, wou^d have done as much 
for the worft, upon the fame Confidera- 
tions ; and that nothing was wanting, 
but an intimation from the King, That 
the Liberties of his People woQ'd be an 
acceptable prefent to Ihew how ready they 
were to Jacrifice *em to his Pleafurc afld 
their cn>n Profit. > 

Thefe Proceedings terribly alarmed all 
good Patriots, who plainly law, tliat 
they enjoy'd their Liberties, meerly by 
the King's Grace, and Indulgence, who 
would not take thofe Advantages againfi: 
*em, which thefe Parafites offered him. 
This equally rais*d their Value and /i^- 
fe^ion for the Kingy and their Alhrrence 

of 
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of fachflliniJlers^ which was fo much the 
greater, for char this w^s the molt eSe- 
iftual way of ruining rhcir Country for 
ever. Mfcn that are oUted by Violence, 
or ftript by Cheat and Surprize, have 
the Law on their fide, and where thac 
wants Power to redrefs, may recovet 
their Right by ForcCy or fuch other means 
as they can. But the Law provides no 
Remedy for Fools ; he, that ruines him- 
lelf by his own A£l and DeeJ^ muft e'en 
fit down contentedly, and abide by the 
iofs. This had been our cafe under ano- 
ther Prince j and therefore to prevent the 
like danger for the future, divers Worthy 
Patriots did feveral times^ttempt to gee 
a Bill pafs'd, commonly known by the 
Name of the Self-denying Bi/I; butthofe 
Attempts were conftantly defeated by the 
Court Party } till in this own fhort Claufe 
they fumm*d up that wholeBill, and gain'd 
at lad, that Point, in which the had lb 
often before been baffled. y 

The Common Objection againft tbi* 
Claufe is. That it difahles many PerfonSy 
who by their known AhiUtieSy and approvd 
Integrity y were qualified to do their TriKce 
and Country Service in both Capacities. 

And thus far this Objeiftidn may be 
maintain*d^ both from Reafon and £x« 

H % i^ericnC$, 



8;8 The nijlory of 

pcriencc, That *tis po/fible now and then 
to find a Man of coo much Under (i an Jifi%^ 
to be %mjlc(i^ and too much Honefty to w 
• Corriiptecf, and conlcqucntly fit to be cn- 
trufted with all the Powers that he is able 
to execute. But luch Men are almofl n 
rare as White Crows, and not fb difHii' 
guifhable. They are fit for all manner of 
Employments, wiicn we can find *em, but 
they are not to be expeded, and there- 
fore it behoves us to provide as well as \v€ 
can, againfl fuch as are of another Com- 
plexion. 'Tis a receiv'd Maxim even in 
private Dealings, That we ought to pre- 
fume, every Man to be very honeft, yc( 
to deal with him as cSutioufly as if wc 
knew him to be a Knave. This holds 
better in Concerns of the Publick, where 
the importance of the Truft, and the 
Danger of Corruption is infinitely greater. 
There are undoubtedly Honeft Men in 
the Nation, but 'tis hard to diftinguiih 
*em, the Knaves look lb like 'em; and 
to do it by trial is dangerous, the Expe- 
riment in Publick Affairs cofts too much. 
IJut fmce 'tis impoffible to find all Men- 
honeft, it is our Duty, as far as it is pri* 
dicable, to make 'em lb ; and where that 
can't certainly be effeded, to take care 
tiot to truft em too fan The H^fe of 
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Commons are Trufiees fer the whole tJation^ 
and therefore they do well to keep tempr 
cation at a diflance, aad to admit no Mai) 
amongft *em, who may reap any private 
Advantagehyh^tTzyltighxsiriijt. Where 
e'ry Man is fufpe<5ted, no particular one 
is jnjur'df and 'tis fafet tQ lefe the Service 
pf many Good Men, th^n to be once i[| 
the Power of a Bad one* 

'Twas evident to the Hottfe^ from theiF 
earpcd EndeavoDfS for the EfiahlifhrneHt 
of a Standing Army in time pf Peace, what 
fort of Government a certain Sett of Men 
4im*d ac, who vyere for forcing the fnfiru* 
ments of Tyranny into the Ktng% Hands ; 
and it was no difficult matter to gueis how 
I/tnocent thty intended to be, who laboured 
fo hard for means of Impunity. And there- 
fore, to prevent for the future any At^ 
tempt to ht ray our Liberties by fopernici* 
9u,s an o-fer^ in any Reigq to come, whe« 
perhaps it might be better rdiflVd and 
accepted, than by our Prefent Qracioua^ 
Sovereign ; they have by this Ckufe exclur 
ded tho^ fort of Men, whom Reaf on and 
Experience both teach us to be mod for-* 
ward in fuch Enterprizes. For Men that 
have great Places, and but fmall J&ftates, 
)uve in a manner enter*d into an Engage? 
meat to bp more obferyant 0/ the Plea-^. 

H 3 furc 



fure of the Court, thaaofche Incereft of 
thp Nation j at leaft the Couit has better 
Security for their good Behaviour/ tba 
they are able to give thc^ Coannj, 
And therefore till we are lure, that Men 
are not to b^ corrupted, or till it is im- 
poffible, thattheO)urt(hou'4 purfue a' 
xiy Intereft, which is not in every refpcd 
the Intercft of the whole Natioo ; niele 
Court Benefices may juftly be cfteemd 
lb many Baits to Iqre Men from the Ri- 
gour of their Duty, and thofe that enjoy 
em, may without affront be looked up- 
on as Perfons under temptation, am 
confequently not to be tru/feJ with th? 
Cuardianfl^ip of our JJierties. 

Thefe have been the Men, who in all 
Reigns, and on all occafions, have been 
iready to juftifie the Irregularities^ zni 
Mijmanagements of the Qeurt^ and to lAe 
Houje to patronize all manner tkoffeniten 
in Place with that Unanimity, that they 
feem to thinl^ every Man's Cafe their 
own, and by their Apprehenficns to ctth 
fefs a Community of Guilty as Well as to 
fear on^ pf Danger i Thefe were the Men, 
who fo very lately offered to Comple- 
went :iway our Liberties, by Voting for 

a Stan/ling Army in time of Peace i fittt 
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nd Courage defeated their pernicious 
De(igns then, have once more exerted 
themfeiveS) and taken from *eai the 
Power of doing us any fuch fatal Mif- 
chief hereafter J and thereby laid an Ob- 
ligation on the Nation that will lad for 
ever, if we have Sehfe and Courage to 
maintain our felves in pofleflion of To in« 
eftimable a Benefit. 

Neither have they provided for the 
Safety of the People, by delivering the 
Law, which is their Security, untainted, 
to *em from the Fountain only ; they have 
taken care, as far as in them lies, to con- 
tinue it to 'em in a pure and uncorrup^^ 
ted Stream, through the main and im^ 
mediate Channels the Judges^ by Ena- 
ifting. 

That after the faid Limitation fhaS take 
effeS^ as aforefatd^ Judges Commillions he 
made^ Quamdiu lie bene gefferint, and their 
Salaries afcerted and eftabliih'd : But up^ 
en the Addrefs of both Houfes of Varlia^^ 
ment^ it may be lawful to Remove ^emr. 

The Judges are, as it were, the pul'^ 
lick Receptacles of the Law, where it is 
received, in order to be more commodi* 
oufly diftributed according to the feveral ^ 
Occafions of the State, or People; and 
9re appointed to determine ^U Contro^ 

IJ 4 vetficjsi 
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vcrfics of Righf^ whether betwixt the 
King and Suljetl^ or between one Sub* 
]cQt and another, according to the Senfe 
and Meaning of the I^u*^ of which the/ 
are only the Interpreters. This Power 
of Interpretation, however rc£lraia*d ic 
may Iccm, gives 'em opportunity every 
Day of determining concerning the Uvti 
and Eflates of the Subjcift ; a pow^r too 
great to be trufted into the HatuJs of any 
rerfons who are liable to asy raaoner iH 
Temptation^ from Fear or Intereft, to be 
Partial and Unjul); in their "iudffnentu 
The Importance of thefc Omcers, and 
the Danger which every Man m lijs pri- 
vate Concerns, and all in the Pjuhiick in- 
cur from 'em, if they ftiou'd b* Corrujpt, 
is a fufficicnt Caution for us nbt to funer 
their Places to be Precarious^ or the Pro- 
fits of 'cm, or the perception of tbofe 
Profits to be rendcr'd uncertain oc diffi- 
cult and uneafie ; by which they may be* 
com(^ dependant on,\aad be brought un^ 
der the DireSion of any Perfon oc Per«^ 
fons whatfoev^r. The experience we had 
of the Mifchiefs of fuch a Coadud: in 
fome late, as well as long pail R^ns^^ 
has convinced us^ tliat while the Jf^gcs 
hold their CommiflSoas only during flea^ 
hre^ while theif Saltfies ^c to to paid 

OM 



TIm Lafi Parliament. gi 

out of the Exchequer, without any Fund 
appointed by Law, whence they (hall 
ariie, there will be an awe upon them 
of lofing thek Places, or being obllra- 
£ttd in the gaining of their Salaries, grea- 
ter than is confiftent with the Uherty and 
Authority of the Bench j which ought to 
be under no Influence h\xt o( Law and Ju^ 
ft ice. Befides it may happen in an w^xA 
Reign, That if the Judges fliouW be fa 
relblutely upright, as to prefer the Dit 
charge ot a Qood Confcience in the Exe^ 
cution of their Duty, before the Pleafijrc 
of the Court, and thereby give ofience in 
zny Judgment; they may have their (2«^- 
etus, ar^ others be appointed in their 
rooms^ who, before they take their Places, 
may promife more Conformity to their 
Dire^ions. By thele means all Law might 
be rendered ineffedualj and all be refolv'd 
into the Kiftgs fole Will and Pteafure^ a$ 
they were by thofe Scandalous Opinions 
of the Judges in PicharJthcSecond^s time, 
and in the late Reign, which firft endan-^ ' 
gerd the Liberties of the People^ and 
all the Right f of two of the Eftates of 
this kingdom ; and at lad fliQok the Crowf^ 
off both thofe Princes Heads, that pro* 
cur'd *em. 

But 
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But this Qlcuifcy by dcflroying thofc 
Fears, and that Depcndance whieh was 
the Confequence of 'cm, has exempted 
our Judges for all futurity from Tempta- 
tion; and by cutting oS the Ufe, put an 
end to thofc dangerous Pradices, to cor- 
rupt thofc Refervatories of Publickjujlice ; 
9nd we may hope for a Continuance of 
the Happinefs we now enjoy, of feeing a 
Set of Learned and Upright Judges upon 
the Bench ; and hearing the Rights of the 
Subjci^s defended from thence, as well 
as from the Bgr ; a Blelfing b|it lately 
known to us, and by this Aa entailed up- 
pn our Ppftcrity. 

Next tp the Wifdom of preventing 
Crimes and Ofl^nccs, is that of punifliing 
OfJenders, whom a Senfe of Duty cou'd 
not rcdrain ; but both are in great mea«^ 
fure (hewn, by taking away all hopes of 
Impunity from all that iliall become Of- 
fenders, and leaving no room for favour, 
or hopes of Protedion, which this A<^ 
docs by providing, 

That no Pardon under the Qreat Seal of 
England, he pleadahle to. an Impeachfnent 
h the Commons in Parlianient, 

That the Houft of Commons sire tlie 
Guardians of the Ki^ts and Liberties oP 
?hc )f^ey>/e pf Engla^d^ is granted on ^\\ 
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Hands ; and by the nature of the Truftic 
fdf are invcfted with a Power to defend 
it, and themfelves in the difcharge of it$ 
Quia Jat& facultate datur jus facultatem 
tuendi. Thofc that confer the Truft, 
convey along with it whatever Right 
they have to proted and defend that 
Truft ; otherwife it were no Truft at ail, 
but an Invidious Burthen. For if Men 
Ihall be charged with the Cuftody Of any 
thing, and be denied the means of pre« 
ferving their Charge entire, they carft in 
Juftice becall'd to account for it, if lofl^ 
or impaired. 

Whether any Rights or Privileges be 
fo infeparabiy inherent in every Peojplc, 
or Civil Society, that they cannot by a- 
ny means, or method whatfoever juftly 
be avoided, or taken away, is a point 
that has been difputed,perhaps with more 
Prejudice than Argument. But that eve- 
ry free People has fuch Rights, and that 
the Peopleof£w/<i»//isa free People, is 
uncontefled, and by that Conceflion the 
other point is out of Doors here. Thejfe 
Rights carry along with 'em a Power of 
Remedy ia cafe of Violation, or Attempt 
lipon em, otherwife they are not Rights^ 
but Courtefies, holden at the Pleafure of 
liiip, pr them, who have the Power of 

appoi^^-i 
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appointing, or denying a Rtmedy. Thi% 
Power muft be exercis a by (b6 Perfons 
themfelves, whole the Rights are, or by 
Perfoas delegated by them for that pur^ 
pole ( otherwile their Power, and cpafe- 
quently their Rights are precarious^ and 
in eSc£t none. 

The Hotife of Commo^fs are the Pcrfons 
fo delegated and^appointed by all the 
Commons oi England^ upon what all their 
Rights and Powers are devolved ; and if 
ihey can't exercifc em, tlie Commons of 
England have no Rights and Powers, are 
iio free People. 

As the Rights of the People are many 
and various, fo are alfq the Powers of the 
Uoufe of Commons^ which muft be ade- 
quate to the Truf): reposM in 'em; and 
cbnfequently whatever Power is aecefla- 
ry for the Protedtion and Defence of tbofe 
Rights (wichout inva^ding the Rights of 
^itherof the other Eftates} is ac^ually,^ 
and muft be lodg'd in the Houfe of Com^ 
mons} other wife they canV. be able to dif^ 
cliarge their Truft, which is to preierve 
and maintain entire all the Rights of tbe^^ 

Commons of England* 

One of the moft cpnfiderable of tho& 
Powers, whereby they are enabled tx>,de^/ 
fend the Rights Qntruftqd with 'em, i& 

that 
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that of examining, and enquiring into 
the Cohdud: of all manner of Perfons, fo 
far as ic concerns the publick Safety, and 
the welfare of the wliole People, and to 
bring fuch as tbey (hall find Delinquents 
to judgment, and Punilhmenc ; which 
is impradicable for the People itkfropriit 

perjanis. 

The Method of doing this, is bjr lim 
peachfnent in Parliament ; both becaufe kis 
below the Dignity of the Ebufc of Com^ 
mons, to become Profeeutors in an infc- 
riour Court, and becaufe the Quality of 
the Oflbnders^ or the Nature of the 0& 
fence, is fometimes above or befides the 
reach, or Jurifdidion of thole Courts. 
If therefore the regular courfe of Jufticc 
upon ImfeachmentSy may be fo far ob- 
fti uiSed, as that Judgment may not be had 
'm due form and manner, or that aftct 
Judgment J Sentence^ or tlK Execnthn of that 
Sentence^ may be remitted or fufpended, 
the Commons have loft a main Bulwark of 
their Liberties ; and it may be an Encou* 
1 agement to Pcrfbns under the procedtion 
of him, or them, that have fuch power, 
to infult and invade the Rights of the 
People with a profpe6l of Impanity. 
It is therefore the indifpenfible Duty of 
their Reprefcntatives lo take as efifei^ual 



care, 



caic^ as they can, to preferV^ this Powee 
imbroken to chePeopIe, or they are goil' 
ly of a high Breach of Troft^ add Be*^ 
crayers of the Rights of the Cowmms. 

Impeachment y as it is the highcft and 
moft folemn fort of Profecution; both 
from the Quality of the Profecutors, who 
are the Houfc of Commons^ and of the 
Judges^ who are the Houfe of Lords ifois 
k tikewife fometimes from the Quality of 
the Offender, and Offence as concerning 
the Adminiftration of Afiairs in Stations 
of the higheft Dignity, and Matters of 
the greateft Importance to the Publick; 
It is therefore abfolutely requifite that 
luch Proceedings be managed with all the 
Solemnity, Decorum, and Candour ima- 
ginable ; as well for the honour of the 
Parties concerned, that no blemiih may 
be brought upon the Juflice of their Pro- 
ceedings, as for the Importance of the 
Caufe, wherein either the Publick may 
run great hazard, or the fuppos'd De* 
linquent fuf!er infeparable Wrong, if an 
erroneous Judgment fhould be given* 
But then anfwerable to the Dignity of 
the Profequtors, the Majefty of the Court, 
and the Univeriality of the Injury, 
which is done to the whole Commonalty 
of England, if not to the whole People of 

Eng^lanJ^ 



ne LajifMliament. pp 

£Mgla»Jy ought to be the regard had to 
their Judgment. No interpofition what- 
foever ought to refcue them from puniflv- 
ment, whom two of the Sovereign /?- 
fiates^ and in them all the ¥ e^ple oi Eng'- 
land^ have adjudged to be worthy of, and 
condenin d to it. To difpenfe with the 
Execution of the Sentence after Judg- 
ment, is to affront the Supream and mofi: 
Auguft Court and Aflembly of this Na* 
tion, and to difpofe of the Rights of the 
People without their G>nfcnt, who af- 
ter Conviiilion, have a Title to Satis- 
&dion, either by Reftitution, orPunilh- 
ment,orboth, as the Nature of the Cafe 
requires. 

The way of Trial by Impeachment^ is 
taken from the Romans^ imongft whom, 
ivi the purefl: times of their Common- 
wealth, it was in frequent ufe. This way 
of bringing Offenders to Judgment, was 
taken againft fuch, as the ordinary Jurif- 
didlion of the Prator^ and other Magi- 
(Irates, did not reach > either becaufe the 
Nature of the Crime was fuch, as was be- 
fide their Cognizance, or the Quality, 
Power, and Authority of the Pcrfbn, lee 
him above their Enquiry. In fuch Cafes 
the Tribunes of the Vecpie^ the Q^aftors or 
the Miile^, or other Publick Magiftratc, 

Impcaclfd 
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tmpeaclVd *em to the Teopky who were 
the Supream Judge s, from whom there 
Jay no Appeal ; and exhibited Articles. 

Thele Articles ufually contained Mat- 
tcrs ofPuilick Grievar/ce ; as Co nfpir acres 
again(t the State , Male aJminiflration etu^ 
rtnt^ Office, Mifapplication of the Tuhlick 
Treafure^ Wrong Appropriation of the For- 
feitedy or Conmera Lands ^ Tnvafion of the 
Rights and Liberties of the People^Pernicious 
Counfely &c. And according to the fpecial 
Nature of the Crime, they Impeached of 
Treafmot Mifdemeanour, and their Judg- 
ments extended to Life, Conffcation of 
Goods and E fiat e^ or Fine only. In fhorr, 
whatever Difaftcr, whatever Milcarria- 
;es, whatever Gricvan^ces the Rowans 
Telt; the Perfon, thro' whofe Fault thefe 
Evils arofe, very rately efcap^d Judg- 
ment, but by Flight, or Death. And 
herein feems to have confifted the nwin 
Strength of the Roman Commonwealth t 
that all Services done to the Publick, met 
With Honour and Reward, and all Of- 
fences againft it, with certain Punilh- 
ment, which no Plea of Paft Services or 
Merits cou'd avoid. I doubt not, but 
fuch Proceedings here at this time, 
wou'd be caird Hardlhips, unjuftifiablc 
Severities, and terms on which no Man 

wow'd 
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Wou'd ferve the PublicJk ; y^t they were 
the very Foundation of the Roman Liber- 
ty, Virtue, and Difcipline, which pro- 
duced fuch a wonderful Succeffion of brave 
and great Men, and together with which 
all thcfe things decayed and expired* 
Tho' the Perfons fo Impeach'd, were 
fometimes the moft Illuftrious for their 
Quality, the Merits of their .Families, 
and their own proper Services, in cafes 
of the greatcft danger; tho* the Senate 
thought themfelves bound in the flrongeft 
Obligations to employ all their Power 
and Intereft in their Favour^ and the Peo- 
ple confels*d themfelves deeply indebted 
to 'em ; yet fuch was the awe of an acf 
cufation on the behalf of the Publick, 
that they durft not interpofe their Autho- 
rity to ftifle any fuch Complaint, or move 
for any Arreft of Judgment, otherwii^ 
than by Solicitation and Supplication^ to 
prevail with the Accufers to let the Pro- 
fecution drop, or with the People for a 
favourable Sentence ; of which I ftiall of- 
fer a few of the moft remarkable Inftan- 
ces, both for the Quality and high De- 
ferts of the Pcrlbns themfelves, or their 
Families, and the lightnefs of the Crimes 
objeded to em, which will fufBciently 
evince^ whsit is here laid down. 
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White the Commonwealth was yet in ii'5 
Infancy, being but 1 8 Years old, and the 
7nbitnat€ icarcc out of its Cradle, but ot 
three ¥ ears; a I>earth arofe^ occafion'd 
l)y the Lands lying fallow the Year be* 
ioie, upon the fi:ote of Domeftick Diflle- 
fences. To ren^edy this Evil, the Senatt 
6ad pui!chas*d vaft Quantities of Com 
withthe Publick Money, from the Neigh* 
feoufing Countries ; and k was debated 
amongft 'em, at what Rates it fhould be 
teaiiGi out to the People. Cnaus^ Mawtms: 
ifrm a Nobleman of the firft Rank; wfaog 
!>«fides his Quality, had his own |>an:iai<^ 
laf Services^ whi^hwere great and glori^ 
ens^ to valtie hknlel^f upon; the tak^ of 
GcrioU by his particular Valour ( wliaice 
he was Srnam'd CoriifLmus ) and thei eby 
f utting an end to a di£icuk War^ was an 
A(£Hen of fuch luHrc, that the Hiflorias: 
tells us^ it quite eelips'd the Glory of the 
Conjit/^ Ifet this Man in the Pride of hi* 
Glbry, Witite his Merits wcw y«t firefe 
in the Peoples !(^molies> attemptini^ ta 
cppj^fs the Cwiw$ns^ Was Impeached by 
the Tribunes, /#r A^vifimg the S&isie w 
Jhrve the Commons into a CompiyoKi 
with their Demands ^ and tv J^eny-'ernQorHf 
till t key coftfefited to Jttpprefi the Qsficm^ 
l^ribunes of the Commons. *S\m tkUli^ 
ty exerted their utinofl; Authority, and 

ttfed 



kktsi al( their Art vn \{h I)bha$f, (Hiked M 
fhe5w4/^,and fcverally 6q« of it j ihiif 
Chreatned and folicited tlieu? teta^fs, Gh^ 
ents, and" OepenJatrtSt to ftop xht fr^Stit-* 
tion, but all in vatii. When thty^ iatisi 
ifhae impd^tble, the whcfje 6V;f4/^ a$fide^ 
fiendied ilti' a' Body, to fu^Keinftf thtf Pif^ 
pte kit Yst&f^rthtr, and pcevtaif d as tMe> 
He vtrai fo^d fo fly, and ndi^af^ardiif 
on the apipoSntfkl Day; vinad eoiidemi!F(^ 
i^o* aUent. 

fifttf HkmiMf \)v^$ kfiptfaidit'd by ^ 
ftlhmds fat fafte^hkjg Qrimtrtt, i RiAnht 
6atrifejn> to Be tak^n* Wlehouc ^eiHi^iil^ 
to relieve it, \(^eh'he #ft!s Confitl' and ky 
with ah Army not fiif from it* Here the 
Senate agarin' interpbs* d a^ heaHi'tily as hfS* 
fott for CorfdlMirrj attd thro^ tfee Val^ld 
Che l>ed£le h^id foU ^ MehvorV of hiH 
father nenetthif A^ipp^ty focecccferffortfcf 

irharbetter. Porfhey^r^vairdvHth-thd 

trihmm to nwdifilfaiie the PiHilectitils^, and 
MdsA oP trying him for Life, a^ v^*^ a^ 
M httend^ j thtt linuxet etided in a;- Fihe< 
{fmve^f the* Gfitf 6f thisf Difgirstije edd 

ftfili biis tinsi 

Hk Msfbftdtttflliodd'his SUccc^i* 5/Mi 
fhn Servians iaSg^ilhA, BeN^srfill' 
|Kddi*d By ihcf triittnes fo(( hiiVing dh^ 
diliiget'd cito'ArMy'uddi*^ fii^ Gotnoiatltt 
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i04 ^^ H//?^r^ of 

great Lofs in a raflbi Attempt to for€e tfi(^ 
Enemies Camp. But the fatal Ifiuc of 
Menenm's Difgracc had made fuch an Im- 
preflion upon the People, that they fuf* 
fer'd Servilius to come off. 

Apfiiis claudiHS^ a violent Aflertcr of 
tfie Authority of the Nobiiity againft the 
frihuties^ and Commons^ Was impeached by 
tUc Tribunes for ohjlruiling^ the Agrarian 
LaWi and abetting and maintaining thojcj 
that had gotten^ pojjejfivn ef the Publick 
hmdsi He appeared, and made his De- 
fence, and tiie further Proceedings be* 
ing adjourned for a fhort time, before the 
Trial came on again, he died. 

Ccefo Quintius^ the Flower of the Roman 
^obility^ for extraordinary Endowments 
both of Body and Mirid ; who had him- 
self, as had alfa his Fatlier Lucius Quin^ 
tius CincinnatuSydiYQts times relieved and 
fav*d the Roman Commonwealth^ by his 
own particular Valour and Condud:, was 
irjipeach'd by Aulus Firginius, of Capital 
Crimes. The Charge Was, That he had 
iy Arms and VioXtnccopposd and hinder d 
the Tribunes/rt? w paftng a Law to ceitf ain 
the Power of the Confuls ; That he ^had 
^ten hy Blows and evil treatment^ driven 
the Tribunes, and People out ^ the f cm 
itLttii That be had Jlruck down one MaH 
piih a Blow of his Fifl, thereof he was 

pnce 
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Jf^ee Dead. Neither the Authority of 
the Senate, the numerous and meritori- 
ous Services of himfelf and Family, nor 
the Prayer of his Fathers then abundant- 
ly the moft illuftrious Pcrfon, and mod 
defervtng of the Comrnonwealth in all 
HomCj avail'd any thing. The People 
Avere deaf to all Entreaties, and Argu-r 
mcnts in his Favour. The utmoft that 
cou*d be obtained, was to fuffer him to 
be Bail'd upon exceffive great Security* 
This made him withdraw, and live in vor 
Juntary Exile. This was fo far from mplr 
Jifying his Judges, that not appearing he 
was coi|demn'd, and the Cautionary Sum 
levied with fuch cruel Rigour upon his 
Father, that he was fore d to fell all his 
Goods, and go to live like a Banilh'd 
Man, in anobfcure Cottage, a Farm of 4 
Acres beyond the Tyler ; And tho* the 
Evidence againft Ccefoj as to the Man- 
flaughter, Marcus Volfcius was afterward 
convidcd of having given falle Teftimor 
ny againft him, and Banifh'd for it by 
the Quafiors ; yet it does not appes^r^ thac 
he was ever fuffer'd to return home. 

Titus R0muliHS, and Caius Veturius, Cctn- 
fills, having obtained a great Vidlory, and 
with it as great a Booty, at a Time when 
the PublicK Treafure was very low ; in-? 
ftead of dividing the Spoil among the 
! " J 3 '^oldi?rsf^ 
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Soldiers, according to cbe ulkal aifloih, 
ibid all, and par chc Mqd^ liiito chi: 
Tce^fiiry. For this they were both /iff 
feach% ConiemmJit and ^/irV* 

A |9ea4 Body bciog dug up jo t^ 
Houfe of Tuhlius Sextius, a Noble M«fi, 
ht Vis Impeached by C^r/irJ Juliuf^ oap 
efche Decemviri i and the Hiftorian calces 
a oocice of ic very particular, aad ?ery 
inucfa to the Honour of cfae Decemvir. 
ffe did ( fay$ he ) depart jrem bis.Rigbt^ 
imdnbaie ef the Authority fif his Office^ to 
addfomething to the liberty of the Pepfle^ 
sofitfiMtiiig hiwfelf to he com f Frofei:Ht$r her 
fate them in a Caufe where the lsi» allowed 
kirn to ffe Judge. 

APpius Claudius^ and Spurius Oppifis, tw^ 
of the Decemviri, for continuing to ea^er^ 
cife their Authority after the limiced (erm 
of their O0ice, were Impeach'd by tht 
Tribunes, and call into Prilpn, 9fid die^ 
there by their own hands. Their SAstes 
were confiCbated. Tl\p reft of their CeU 
kfipues by voluntary Exilp avoided J^^^ 
ment, bm: their Eftates ^Ifo WQxe mfm^ 
cated. 

Mdreus Claudius^ for laying falf? claim 
to the Daughter of FirgitttHS^ gs born his' 
Slave, waslmpeaeh'4 Tried % l.if( %n4l 
Condemned- Cut the Severity of his Ptt^ 
liifhnipht was rf mitied, |ind he WJi^rBi^' 
Oifh^df ' ' jr,^ V, i « /Harm' 
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Marcus FofiAumvis.^ an4 7//^ Qifintms^ 
Confuls, were Impeadi*d^ anci Tried fat 
Mving; loft a Rattle to the Veftnttsi P^ 
lihumim was ConviiSbpfi^ gnd Y\d^^Qmw^ 
tins Acquitted. 

Agrippa MenemuSy Titus Clelius Sicuhs^ 
-ind Marcus EbiittMs fJflve^ wtre mad^ 
Triumvirs y in Order cq lead a Cploa^t l|^ 
-4r^/i? J. They did fo. But in the Dtftri- 
4}ution of the Lafid$, having not aded a> 
the Satisfadipn of th? People of R^me^ 
they were [mpeach'd. To avoid the force 
pf the impeachment, they t nroU'd them? 
felvcs in the Colony, and fettled there. 

But not tp be troubleforae with roQ 
many Iql^ances, of which the Roman Hi- 
ilory is full, I ihall clofe with Marcus 
Pur ins Camillus. This Man was not on- 
ly the moll Fortunate, but tlie bed Man 
that ever Rome bred^ taking him in aJl 
Capacities as a Great Soldier^ 9nd a Wile 
Magiftrate. He had by his own particu- 
lar Condud;, gain'd a ^eat and a Glori- 
ous Victory over the VejenteSy befides ^ 
Prodigious Booty, yrhich by the Laws and 
Ufage of Rome ihoqld hav^ beeq diftribut 
fed to the Army. But C^mihus , conftder^r 
ing tl^c Poverty pf his Tre^fury, and the 
Exigencies of the Publick, prefuming up- 
on hisf Merits, mad^ bold to flret^h hi$ 
^utl^ofrity, 9n4 4ypcnf^ng with the Law 
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ion that occafton, fold all the Booty, and 
put the Money into the Treafury. Foi 
this, when he rcturn'd, he was Impcach'd, 
for having exceeded his Commiflion a^ 
gainft the Law. And tho' he had ai9:ed 
to the beft of his Judgment, ( perhaps 
not Erroncoufly ) for the good of the 
Publick, and was not accus'd of having 
referv'd any thing to his own private Ufe, 
yet he was forced to fly his Country, 
tofavehis Head, and continued in Exile, 
till the Calamities of /?t?w(f made him again 
abfolutely neceflary for its prelervation. 
Such Severities asthefe, in fo corrupt 
an Age, and fo loofe an Adminiftration 
as ours, would, no doubt, be reckoned, 
intolerable. Almoft every one in Pub- 
lick Truft, takes as great Liberties, and 
commits as great Outrages as any of the 
aforementioned llluftrious Perfons ; but 
their Virtues, and Merits, \vhich fhould 
plead their excufe, we are at a lofs to find. 
Should we then prokcut^ their Offences, 
with the fame Rigour, it is to be tear'd, 
we (hould loon have but a thin Minifiry. 
Yet to this exadtnefs, in calling tp account 
their great Men, was the Prelervation of 
their Liberty and Conftitution, from Do-p 
meftick Invafions, and Incroachments, 
mainly owing, It kept their great Men. 
ff pm prcfuming upon the M?rits of th?jr* 

V ' ^ Services/ 
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Services, to ufurp upon the Rights of their 
fellow Citizens : And aw'd die Ambitious, 
from attempting, by gradual Incroach- 
ments, any thing againll the Liberties of 
the People. For theft Examples, and fuch 
.as thefc, gave em frequent Convictions, 
that the People were Jealous of their 
^Rights, ^nd Rcfolute in the defence of 
,*em, and that they wou'd fuffer no Man, 
upon any pretext whatfoever, to abulc 
his Trull, affront th? People, difpenfc 
with their Rights, or aflume more Author 
rity than they had given him, and to ento:^ 
tain at the fame time hopes of Impunity. 

This Obfervation wou'd be flill better 
confirmed, had we room in this place to 
examine what was the confequcnce of the 
after remiflhefs of the fame People in this 
Point. After the Deftrudtion ofCartb^e^ 
the People of Rom^ was fo Intoxicate4 
with the Greatnefs of their Empire, and 
the Merits of Sc/pio Africanus^ that when 
he was call'd to Account, by the Tribunes, 
fo|: divers Arbitrary and Illegal Adtions 
by him committed, during the time of his 
Command, he, inflead of anfwering to the 
Matters laid to his Charge, prefuming up^ 
qn his own Merits^ and the Favour of the 
People, Harangu'd 'em pn his own Servir 
ce^, and the Greatnefs of their Delive- 
ttitice^ thro' hi? Means, and after the H^;^ 
- ?an|ue, 
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fangoe, without making any dire& tth 
Iwer to the Accufation brought againft 
him, role abruptly, and Tavitcd the Peo* 
pie who follow'd him witii AcclaniatioM, 
Co ge to the Capit$ly and give thanks co 
die Gods for the Succeft of th^r Arms* 
This Affront to the Trihunitial Authoii- 
ty^ and the Indulgence of the Ramam^ 
cho* to fo <3reat a Man, and in Matters 
of fmall Importance^ bating the Cpntefi^ 
of the Magiftrates^ was hovrever of fanil 
confequen^e to their Liberty. For cho^ 
Scifh himlelf wasa Man of that great 
Temperance and Moderatk>n, that he 
made no other ill ufe of his Popularity 
and Greatncfs with the People j yet it 
taught thofe that came after him, what ad- 
vantages might be made of fuch a Repur 
Ration and Iiitereft, to an Ambitious Man. 
From that time the Authority of the Tfi- 
iunes vani(h*d: and with it, the whole 
Security of the Liberties of the People, 
who lay open, from that time forwardj^ 
CO the Ambition and Intrigues of their de- 
figning Great Men, agamft whom they 
had no Prote<ftors. Fbr every fucceco- 
ding Captain profited of this Example, 
^lefpis'd Authority, and fcorn*d to ^ 
^ll'd to an Accout\t. 

This gave Spirit to the Ambition, «ftd 
Bjrth to.dhe Ddignsof /tf^r/W, S'^lla^ Crafi 



an4 Qujurels, put the Comntoa-woam «»> 
jcp JpQg aod t^mbk CoavuiCtons ; cpft iur 
de Liv«s Qf aU iiec beft wid bravoft Mes^ 
9Pjd «o(M fc i^ io an «otire diffiiluixin 
of the Coimno0W€i^!ch ic iel^ «oci of ail 
ch9 QvH Bighc9 and Xibercies of ciie Peo- 
ple^ This dc9isnC^v9 contc^nc^ b^ 
(hek iiswary IndiilgeAce {9 one Greitt 
Mao, IBP yihom ^y hud^tbstw^^tbc 
bigM OUig^tioos pofiHTle, ia Cootenpic 
of «b«r tmn Mfiiofky. 

This vmy icrvc as a (o^cieoc Leflbo 
f p $\l fte? Scates, That (bete muft be 00 
Balaadng of the Services and Qfl^ees^ 
Oieat Men, ^fpecially in dero^^on to 
cheir Qwn Awbori^. For tb»: wiU be* 
^ia*tm rpch ao jbabuoat £»»e<SUtioo 
and Confidence pf Impunity, tbac thcf 
will look upon ihtpmlvct as Injuc'd, 
¥(rhi;iiey«f their Principals ihall dace nar- 
rowly CO infpecSt their Conduidi. This 
will tiacoraUy make 'en» Loofe and Wa^tk 
con in the AdnHoifttation of pubtick Af' 
lairs, and lofpire Man of an Adive Da- 
ring Spirit* with Ambition, and a perr 
v(»k deHre of grafptfie moretPower dnaii 
nay be confident with the Safety and Scr 
curity of the People who Employ 'cm. 

I knpw fome Men will be apt to thinly 
chat I rcfiiie two piccJy 00 cbefe Matters ( 

. I 1 •...'••■• • . .■•.■•:.. - jjjj 
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and haying been us'd to hear of othec 
Caufcs of the Diflblution of tlie. Boman 
Commonweakli, will think I ilrain this 
Point too far, in afcribing' (b much to 
this Adlion ofScrpia. I grant there arc 
other concurrent Caufes^ which *tis not 
•to my prefent purpofe to take notice of 
here. But I dare affirm, That none of 
^cm had more influence in producing the 
great Troubles and Revolutions that fot- 
Ipw'd in that State, than the Debauching 
the Braveft and "Nobleft Spirits among 
•em, with Notions of Impunity, and a 
Contetppt df that Authority which was 
their only Cucb. From that time they 
flung off all Awe and Reverence for thoic 
Magiftratcs^ and gave a loofo to their 
•AmWtion, which kindl-d a Flame which 
irou d never be extinguifti'd, but with the 
Comraonwealth it felf. ' 

Among the ^AthenianSy who were alfo 
a Brave and Wife People, this Practice 
of Impeachments was no lefs frequent, 
and no lef^ efleem'd than among the Rih 
warn. They likewife thought it the Se- 
curity of theic-Government, from Domett 
flick Incroachnnents and Ufurpations, and 
the only Check upon their Afpiring Giti- 
'zcns. Their Goveriiment, indeed^ was 
not of fo (Irong a Gonftitution as the ko- 
man. aqd therefore s^S- they knew them^ 
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reives more Obnoxious to the Attempts 
and intrigues of defigning Men, fo wer^ 
the People alfo more prpnc. to Jealoufic 
and Sulpicion, which might not always be 
<>ver well grounded. However this diffi- 
dent Temper was perhaps the greatcft Se- 
curity of their State, and tho it migfac 
fometimes expofe 'cm to the Cenfure of 
Ingratitude, it proteded 'em a longtime 
from the danger of a Tyranny, to which 
the F rame of their Government feem'd to 
lay *em almofl; naked and unfortify*d> btu; 
for this Pradice and Humour. 
. I . ihall confine my fe,lf to xhtee or four 
Inftanccs of their Exercife of this lortof 
Judicature, which I prefet to the reft, be- 
caure of a fancy'd Simihtude, that fomc 
Perfons think they have found to Ibme 
late Cafes at Home, tho' I can't yet dil^ 
cover wherein lies the Parallel^ 

We fhall firft produce themiftoctes : He 
Was a Man of fmgular Parts and Abilities^ 
both of Mind and Body, of great Courage 
and Sagacity, but withal exceedingly Ahn 
bitious. He affeded Popularity, and had 
from a mean Extradion and Fortune, by 
bis many and great Services to the Greeks 
in general, and to the Athenians inparti* 
cular, made himfelf the moft coniider^blc 
Man,/or Pov^er and Refutation, not only 
in Atheps^ >ut in ^11 Qmcc^ But prcfu- 
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portunity of reproving it afterwards, ti 
IS not improbable that as much asthe Athe^ 
nrans valu d good Sayings, the Publick 
might think they paid tbo dear for this. 
However it may be a good Light to us^ 
how fome Men among us now come by 
their great Interefl. 

Pericles fhall be the next. He was a 
Man of a Noble Family , of an Ambitious 
daring Spirit, a ready Wit, and a good 
Speaker in Publick. He aim*d early at 
Preferment and Grandeur; which he pur** 
fu'd rather by Intrigue, Addrefs and Ma^ 
nagement, than by open and fair Services } 
not but that after he arrived at Power,- he 
fliew'd himfclf capable of thofc alfo. Know> 
ing the fondnefs of the Athenians ^iot Pomp 
and Show, tomake himfelf Popular, heaf^ 
ic&cd an extraordinary Magnificence,and 
entertained the People with Play s,and Mu- 
fick Prizes, and contrary to his Natural 
Humour, which was Haughty and Rc- 
ferv'd, he defcended to Court the Com- 
mon People. After he had attained to 
Power, he return'd again to his Natural 
Temper, and grew Haughty and Rt- 
lerv'd, keeping the Commons at a diflance^ 
and huffing thofe, whom he had us'd be- 
fore to Wheedle and Cajole. He was La- 
vifhly profufe, in expending the Publick 
Treafure. In the height of his Miniftry he 
appeared but now and then,managing thofe 

Points 
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Points that were leaft Popular and moft 
Invidious by his Inftruments, of whidi 
number Ephialtes^ who broke the Powdr 
of the Ateopaiiitesy ( who were the Senate 
of Athens) and thereby dcftroy'd the 
Conftitution, and unbridl'd the Fury and 
FolJy of the Mob, was one. For not be- 
ing qualify'd himlelf, to be a Member 
of that Council, whom he thought to fa- 
vour more his Rival cimo», whofe Ho- 
nour^ Authority, and Real Services, he 
Envy'd without being able to come up 
to 'em, he made ule of his Power and 
Intereft with the Common People fo far^ 
that he Embroird and Perplex'd 'em lo, 
thro' the Management of his Creature 
EphialteSy that he expos'd 'em to the In- 
fults of the Rabble, and effedually de«* 
feated all their Power, and by the fame 
Arts procured an Oftracifm againft Cimon^ 
the Braveft and moft deferving Citizen 
diey had, tho* in his own diftrcfs, lie was 
forc'd to procure him to be recall'd, irt 
hopes of making his Peace. 

Thefe Ambitious, Underhand, and Ex- 
travagant Practices, at length Incenfed 
the whole City againft him i And then 
he was requir'd to bring m his Ac- 
counts, and Impeached for Wafting 
and Squandting the Publick Trcafure. 

To avoid the force of this Impeach- 

K fticnti 
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Inent^ not being able to make up hb 
Accounts, he engag'd the Athenians m i 
Ruinous War. However that did not hin- 
der, but liiathfmielf was Dilgtac'd, Fin'df 
and Difcharg'd from all places of Tmft. 

Vhoci&n the lad I Ihall mtntion^ was in 
the beginning, and a great part of his time^ 
a fuccefsful General, and an able Mioi^ 
fter ; but ioL the latter part of his time he 
went over to F hi lip of Macedon^ Alexan* 
ikr and Antipater, whofe Interefts he fuc^ 
ceflively defended for fome Years, aii4 
Ivith as mudi zeal perfwaded ^e Athe- 
iiians to fubmit to the Macedonians^ as ht 
had before fought tlieir Battks againft o- 
therSi And after fome Years ilruggk 
with Dd'w^/?(?wi and others, he preva^*d 
lb far as ro get 'em expel rd the City, and 
a Macedonian Garrifon and Laws fnxB An^ 
tipater^ to be received into it, which 
eompleated their Ruine. This rcodred 
him fufpeded and hated by his fellb# 
Citizens, by whom he was at length 
4fentenc'd to Death, and Executed. 

I fhall only Remark further. That 
thefe four Great Men, lad cited, were 
not without their Faults. 

The firfl; lay under ftirewd Sufpicions^ 
not without fome Proof of his beifi^feft«< 
gag d in a Defign of Inflaving his own 
Country, and all Greece^ for which he 
fled from Juftice. The 
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The Second, had fometimes appgretit- 
ly given up the Intercfts of his Country, 
but being in the main a goo4 Man, his 
Corredion was but light, ^nd he W^s 
foon R^ftprd to his former Power, ^jfd 
Dignity. 

The Thircj, for his own Self-Ends, and 
tp bring about his own An^bitioa? Purpp- 
Ics manifeftly hroke^ and Diflqlv'd tlie 
Conftitiition of their Gq vernment ; and 
3t< laft to conceal his own Evil Practices 
and Intrigues, atid to avoid Jvidice, iq- 
vp|v*d the SWfe in a Mifcrablp War, 
whi<:h laid ^h^ jpoundation of theii: Ru:|nf • 

And the laft, Engaged obftinatply \n 
an Intereft plainly deftrudtive of the ^.i- 
berty of his Country, and through his 
own Power ^tid Credit, gave the fini|};- 
ing ftroke to it. 

LJpon the balance of th^ wliojp Ap- 
count, the At^^emans \viU not, p^rhgps, 
'Pps^t guilty of fo muph Ingtatipude tp- 
wards thefe Great Men, whofc Afjjpns, 
>vhen narrowly infpe(3:ed, will mo^ ftf 
cm be found to have proceeded frpni Q- 
rher Caqles, than a true Love pf thgjr 
Country, and whofe l)f^rd F^fes gfp 
plainly owing \o tl^cir own ImniQder^Pp 
Ambition, which engag'd in feuds tp 
the deftrndijpn of one another, in 
which whpf9«V9ir got th? beftcr, tjip 

K % People 
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People were generally fevcre Sufferersj 
It is obfcrvable upon the whole, that 
in Rome the Contcfts in the purer times 
of their Commonwealth, lay betWixtthe 
Bodies of the Nobility and Commonalty 
in general, and then the Difpute was, 
Whether the Commons ftiou d be Ridden 
at all, or not. hv Athens thejr Were.&ef- 
twixt one Derriagogue and another, or be- 
twixt their Demagojues^ and their Tyranti^ 
and was not fo much, whether they (hou'd 
be Ridden at all : For that tvas ufually 
their Cafe; But who lliould Ride *efti. 
By which the miferable Pe6ple, were4l- 
ftioft perpetually harrafs'd with Factions, 
and Domeftick Broils. However they 
teap'd this Benefit from thefe Impeach- 
ments, that they let their Riders know, 
That if they did not fit Eafie upon 'em^ 
it was in their Power to give *em a fall at 
any time. Which made thpit Nobles, and 
Great Men obfervant of the Boands prc- 
jfcrib*d to 'em, who otherwile perhaffs 
Wou'd have acknowledged none. And 
In efre(9) neither of thefe States retained 
any great fhow of Liberty, any longer, 
than they maintained to the People a 
Power of Puniftiing Offenders againft the 
Publick of what Quality foever. 

Thofe that Argue agafnft fuch a Power 
in the Commonalty of any Nation, ufual- 
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Jy urge aga.inft 'em inconflancy and In- 
gratitude : But that is a falle Charge* 
For tho Bodies of Men are not exempt 
from Paflfon, Prejudice, or Miftake, yet 
they are lels liable to any pf 'em, than 9 
ifingle Perfon or a fmall number, and gilr 
ways a(f^ upon a Principle of Common Se- 
curity, and Int^reft ; snd tho' they may 
be fometimes miftaken, or mifled into a 
wrong Jijdgment, through the Craft, or 
Malice of Evil Perfon s ; yet are they not 
fb liable to be Seduc'd, or Corriipted, as 
fmgle Perfons, or fmall Numbers, who 
may more eafily be deceiy*d j|nd acSt witt 
^ more Uniform View pf Inpereft, Malice, 
or Revenge. Thpfe that make this Ob- 
JecStion, ufually iqllance in the Judgments 
of Athens and Rome. But were I to pro- 
jluce the Hiftpry of any oi^e Private Tri- 
bunal in the World, for as many Months 
as thefc ObjedofS take in Years, J \v0ui4 
flot queftion but to (hew Errors and Cor- 
ruptions ten timesf as many, and as foul, 
as are laid to the Charge of thole two 
Commonwealths. 

Bi|t whether the fore-cited Judgments 
were juft, or not, is nothing to the pre- 
fent Controverfie, unlefs any Perlpn coul4 
ihew us a fort of a Tribunal, that fhou'd 
be lefs liable tq Mifta^es, Corruptions, 
and ParciaUties, than that pf a whole 
Katioo. * ' ^3 But 
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But 1 might fairly urge furthcf, TMt 
tlie Conflitution of our Tribunal, iS yet 
hlore equal and fair to the Perlons accus'd, 
than any other hitherto Corttriv'd in the 
World. For of the Three Eftates, Two 
olf 'ctii, which make the entire Body of thfe 
IPeoplc, ufually enter tlie Cortipblitibn 6f 
it. And if the whole People ttiay ^dtib^ 
Tcruftcd to do Juftice upon oftfe a'riothfer, it 
Will be impoflible to find iahy iPtaifticaiblc 
and Equal Method of doing it. Fct if 
it be thouglit unre'afoniblc to Cottimit 
the Life or Fortune of any Member, 6t 
part of the iPeople to the Judgment of 
%he whole, it wou'd be ablurd to thiiik 
that the Rights, Liberties and all of the 
whole, ftiou'd be permitted to aiiy part 
of that whole, which part of that whole 
wou'd thereby become Superit)!: to the 
whole, which wou d have no powet t6 de- 
fend it telf, but through the .perttifffidn of 
that part. The Commons thferfifote of 
%n^land^ ought to be very Watchful, tlflt 
they part not under any "pretehce \vhat* 
ibever with the Right of impicachfftent, 
whichls their only Legal Security afgalhft 
atiy Attempt^ or Invafipris upon idiB Li- 
berries ihd Properties of the Wh6le Pfcb» 
pie, which they cannot be faid to have 
f aken fUfficient care of. While atty M6aiit 
l^cmain to defeat the Trylal 0f Perffahsltt- 

V :-:- ........ , ^ • . .'pegdfi'4^ 
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peaclvd by a Houfc pf Commons, or t<^ 
Ward oft the Puuiftimcnc of Offender^ 
when Convidted. And therefore the 
Parliament have made a Meritorious ftep 
in defence pf our Liberties, it) the Glaufe 
laft recited. And tl)ofe who thrpugh 
Clamour, Menaces, or Artificial Contri* 
yanccs, endeavour to obftrucSfc their Exr 
ercife of that Power, wbechjpr through 
Malice, Partiality, oy Corruption, are 
j^o lefs than Iqvaders, and Betrayers of 
the Rights, and Liberties of the People 
pf En^and^ and have further to Anfwer 
for the Guilt of all thofe, that through Igr 
norance ^qd their Perfvyafion^ and Exam* 
pie, are niifled into the like pernicious 
pradiices* 

Having thus feac d in, and fecur*d our 
Religion and Liberties againft Popery and 
Arbitrary Power, as fiir as \x\ them lay, foj: 
?I1 Ages to come ; they proceeded to take 
^nto Confideration. the Nomination of;i 
SuccefTor after His Majefty, und Her 
.{loyal Highnels, and the IfTues of theifr 
Bodies. And that they might depart as 
little from the direct: Line of 3uccc/nbn, 
jas was confident with the Security of out 
Religion and Civil ]Rights, they fe^trd 
iJie RevecfiQn oif the Crpwn \1p9n the 
Frincefs Scfhia^ Dqtchefs Dpwagcr ^iHa- 
Wi^^x *H^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ 6ody for e? 
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ver, who are the ncareft of the Royal Line 
thac profefs the Troteftant Religion. 

I fhall not here inlargc upon the Vir- 
tues of that Princefs, or of his Eleftoral ' 
Highncfs her Son, or their lUuftrious Fa- 
mily. To do *cm Jufticc in that Peine 
here, wpu'dlook like Flattery, bccaufc 
it is foreign to my prefcnt defign. Secu- 
rity for our Religion and Liberties, and to 
prefervc the Succeflion unbroken, as far 
as it cou d be done confiftently with the 
former, were the Points aim*d at. 

' The jfirft of *em is, what the Laws of 
Nature allow, nay, require us ro provide 
for ; and the Pradtice of all Ages and Na» 
tions juftifies fuch a Provifion, And if 
we have made a ftep out of courfe, it was 
no more than unavoidable NeceflTity forc'd 
us upon, unlefs we wou d become Parri^ 
cides to our Pofterity, and Betrayers of 
the Rights and Liberties of all luccceding 
Generations. The Parliament therefore 
are not only Juftifiable, but Commenda- 
ble for this fmall Digreflion from the Im^ 
mediate courfe of the Royal Line. 

But I (hall infifl no longer on this Ar^* 
tide; becaufe, as I think, there are at 
prefent but very few Proteflants in this 
Nation, who are notconvin'dbothofthc 
Nece/Jity and Juftice of their Proceedings 
in thisi Settlement. As for (he other Ad^ 

vantages^ 
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vantages which this Nation may exped 
to reap from thofe, that are not fatisfy'4 
with whatfome have already faid on that 
Subject, they may undoubtedly hereafter 
receive further fatisfadion from other 
Hands, who (hall treat more exprefly 
on't ; for which reafon, I (hail not obUgc 
my felf to go out of my way for it. 

While the ParUament were thus ho- 
nourably Imploy*d in fecuring ou r Con-^ 
ftitution from being Overthrown by At- 
tempts from Abroad, they were fq cqn-f 
tinualiy AJarm'd with Petitions and Com- 
plaints of Undue Returns, and Corrupt 
Eledions, that they were juftly fenfibk 
that we were in no lefs danger of being 
Undermin d at Home. They were rightly 
apprchenfive that fuch fort of Merchants 
looked upon their Houfe only as a place 
of Traffick, . and that they bought only 
in Order to fell, and that if they did not 
immediately ftrike a Bargain for us, it 
was only becaufe they wanted a Chap- 
man or expeftcd a better Market. They 
were convinced that this Trade had long 
been driven, but that the Nation was ne« 
verfo openly Stock-Jobb'd as no^. They 
faw, that if tjiey fuffer'd thefe Pradiceis 
to be contintied much longer, no Man 
wou'd be able to call his Freehold his 
owa, but that all the Free Eftates in 

England^ 



I j5 The Hiflory of 

En^dnJy sn^^xxii become the Merclundae 
.6f a number of faiall Boroughs, moft of 
wbofe Inhabitants had none of their own 
to difpofe of. Some Remedies had here* 
toforc been provided, againft this grow* 
iog Evil, but E^cperience (hew'd 'em in? 
^ftedlual. And the Defed feem*d to lie 
In their Lenity and Mildneis to iuch fort 
of Offenders. But the Law having pro- 
vided no furthct Puniflimenr, than Tmprt- 
fbnment by Order of tiie Houfe, which 
the conftant courfe and pradice of Par- 
liaments has \yarranted, they contented 
fhemf^ives with the Commitment of thofe 
that h^dgiven, and thofe that receiv'4 
Btibes upon the (core of Eieding any Mem? 
iber to ferve in Parliament, moft of whom 
Werf in a fliort time, upon a due fenfc 
and acknowledgment of their Fauk, and 
iSubmi/fton to the Houfe, fet at Liberty 
after a Reproof of tlicir paft Tranfgref- 
fion, and an Admonition to avoid the 
lik^ Criine for tlie futuf a 

Thofe Corrupt Pradices ftruck at the 
IlootDfourConftittitipnt s^nd while they 
were unad verted upon, it was in v^a to 
expedj that the true Irwercft of the Na- 
tion, JSiould he mi4ch regapded iq our 
^ublick Councii^. This £vil was growi^ 
^ fa4»iiiat, that iit 4Jivers X^porationi^ 
Iff en tf^ete Chofcn, wliofe <^tce;j had^e^ 
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ver been feen there, and tfieir Names 
ftarce heard of, till the Bargaiti came tdj 
be driven. Societies, and Companies, fee 
up Men at the Charge of their Cpmnibii 
Stock, and Private Perfons, who haU :>• 
ny Point to drive at, (pare tio E:^ehc6 
to procure themfelves, or their Creatures^ 
or both to be Ele^ed. It is cafie to 
guefs what foirt of Reptefentatives thefe 
wou'd prove, who tame thithct only as 
Solhcitors of parcitular Atfairs, and pet- 
baps refolv'd to Sacrifice all the reft to 
thofe Few Points they aim*d at. This 
was the ready way, not only to the Sub- 
verfion of our Conftitutron, but even t6 
the Enflaving the Nation it felf For by 
this means, that Power which was in-* 
trufted with fome Men for the Univcrfal 
Good and Security of the Nation, waS 
converted to feperate Self-ends, and per- 
haps employed againft the Interett of the; 
Publick. For Ambitious Intriguing Men 
having th^ Command of fo many Votes^ 
w^ou 'd natutally liiik together, and by 
t!3onTedetafcy fupport thofe By-interefts, 
againft any Oppoution thty might expect 
to meet with from tb<5)fe Gentlemen, whti 
fought only the Wtlfart of tlie iPublick,' 
and what might in theit Opinion conduce? 
to it. By this mtans. Votes became a 

fore tjf Monopoly, and fmt Men cou^tf 
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Truck, and Contrad for Votes, as rcgu? 
Jarly as they do for Troops in SwiJferlanJ. 

But thefe Abufcs, ic feems, had taken 
poo deep Root, and were top powerfully 
cx>unt$nanc d to be remedied with eafe. 
For no fooner did th? Commons begin, by 
purging their Hoqfe of thefe Corruptors^ 
9nd by examining their Agents, and th^ 
3riKd l^ledors, to endeavppr at a Re- 
iprmatfon, but a certain b^pmeroijs Party, 
who have heretofore bpafted much of their 
Purity, fell into Terrible Convulfions, and 
jhey, who once thought all Power too litr 
0e for a Houfe of G)mmons, now thpught 
rfieleaft E^tercife of it too much* 

f^o fooner did the Commons begin tp 
^ercife that Power which the People had 
intriifled 'cm with, to i\\c Reforniatioa 
pf thef? Notorious PracStices, than fbmc 
Feople who had heretofore been great A& 
lertors of the Power and Authority of the 
]|9oufe of Commons, made it a Queftipn, 
Wliether they had any at ^ll^ or npt ? 
They found, perhaps, themfelves, an4 
divers Zealots of theif Party, Obnoxious 
to the Enquiry of the Commons, anc^ 
therefore were for puUing down a Powef 
before which they could npt ftand Juftify'dj. 

To this purpofe all thqr Engines wer$ 
employ 'd to Batter the Power of thp 
Hpufe of Commons, under pretence that 

tncy 
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they \<rerc hoc Jntruftcd with the whole 
Power of the Commons oi England. B«t 
thofe that Argiic at that rate, ought to 
(hew what that referv'd Power is, which 
the Colledlive Body of the Commgkp is 
poflefs'd of, and has not permitted the 
cxercile of to the Body keptefentativc- 
The Right of Leg;iflatute, which gives 
a Power of tying up every individual to 
certain te(li'ain*d Conditions, and of fub*- 
mitting him to Pains and Forfeitures in 
Cafe of a Breach of any of thole Condi- 
tions, is certainly the higheft Exercile of 
Power. Yet this is dfcliver'd up to 'cm, 
without Referve, the Power, oflmpeadh- 
ment, Raifing of Money by Afltiiment, 
or oth€irwife, arid in ftiort, ail the Powers 
that a People can be fupposM to have 
over themfelves, have^ conftantly been 
exercised by their Reprelentatives, with 
allowance. 

Nor, indeed, can it be othcrvvife. Fot 
in a Country ib large as this, it is impof- 
fible to aflemble the CoUedlive Body of 
the People, fo as to know their Senfe, 
or have their Aflcnt or Diflent, to any 
Propofition whatfocver, otherwile than 
by Convening their Reprefentatives, Not 
did the Nation ever make any formal De- 
claration of their Senfe any other way. 
For however Tumultuous and Trouble- 

Ibmc 
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fome the Times were, tho' Men put thcte- 
felves into Arms, and flood upon their 
Guard, yet they never came to snyRe- 
folution for themfclves, till they bad Af- 
femblcd their Deputies to declare for 'em, 
whofe Judgment they Jilways abode by, 
'till a further Opportunity at leaft of rcdi* 
fying any Miftakcs by another AflembJy. 

Either therefore the Colle^ive Body 
of the Commons have no Power or Right 
to repel Injuries, or Chaftifc Affronts of- 
fered to 'em, or tjiat Power is Lodg'd in 
the Houfe cf Camcnons, their Reprefen* 
tatives, fipce it is impra^icable ior *em 
to Exercife it tbemfelv?s. If tliey have 
no fuch Right, but muft look to another 
Power not Delegated by them for Redrefs, 
they are then no longer Free, but have a 
Dependance on that Power that can grant 
or deny 'emthatRedrer$,and confequent- 
ly are VafTals to that Power. But. this 
is more than the Adverfaries of the late 
Jioufe of Commons pretended to main- 
tain. For while they wou d beat down 
the Power of the Hpufe, they exalt that 
of the Commons in general, and endea- 
vour to let loofe their JurifdiiStion, m or- 
der only to make it impracticable. 

Thei^ large Notions of the Power of 
the People CoUedive, and thefe narrow 
ones of dieir Body Reprefentative, liave 

been 
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ixen broaclVd by chc.ftmc Pcrfofls, Whofe 
dcfign was, while they dwii'dic in Wordsi 
to rejod: it in Efied ; and wbile they Rtf- 
^ogniz'd the Right of the People, to d^- 
ftroy the Exeteife of it. There is ano- 
ther drift that Come Men have in it, whtdi 
is to deceive us in the Senie of the People 
and by the iielp of a Cormpt^ isyut indefa^ 
tigable Party, to palm upoo us. Merce- 
nary Noiie and Oainow, fbc ihe general 
Voice and Confent of the Poople. 

But this is plainly the (Irugle of afew 
Men, back'd by a f^Gtiom, that llnd their 
imeieft dodining in the Nation, and 
thctefore wou'd talce away feam tiae H<»u(c 
of Commons, the Power of idpofting 
dseir Prac^e, and {>umfliing tlicir Iiifo- 
lences. Xliey wou'd tyedwce the flower 
of xkc Hottfe tof Comoions^ iowof thati 
that Off che meandft Count 0f jlad icatw^^ 
only that they ouglit haire it in dietc 
Po w^ to infiilc it wiidh Safety ^ and tfho* 
they telotve aAl Power in«o theCoUodivc 
Body of tl)e People, yet they (wou'd al- 
low none no the Repvef^ntative. ^iut Mf 
the CoUedlive Body has any Power over 
its own particular Mcmkius, 4t is^mdaub'* 
tedly in Caibs a}hat concern fhe »idlwle 
Body. And of diey hai^re Ifudi ^ ^ower, 
they hove undoubtedly a Kii^ of roy^r^ 

cifing rit. Tliis maSt be 4m)m dgi^ by 
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the whole CoUediyc Body, or by Perfons 
deputed or dei^ated by them for that 
purpofe. ^^-By-'thc whole Body it cannot, 
for chejr ijre too numerous to be Aflem* 
bl^; or to have their Suffrages orderly ta* 
ten, and confequently it muft devolve up- 
on their Deputies,/ or fmk* This Power 
muft be very fmalf, and in effed: none, if 
it will not extend to the Punilhing of aa 
Affront offered to their Authority, a Pri^ 
viledge which the meaneft Officer in tlie 
State enjoys. 

It is abfu rd to maintain, That the Com^ 
mons of England J are one of the Three 
Sovereign Eftates Independant of either^ 
or both the other two, ( any otherwile 
than as all together conftitute our Go- 
vernment ) and yet that they Ihou'd have 
no Right, or Power to Defend and Proted 
their Priviledgcs and Reprefentatives, 
from the Invafions and Infults of their 
own private Members, or any Perfons 
Avhatfoever. And it is abfur'd to ae* 
knowledge, That they have fuch a Right, 
and yet to deny 'em the only means of 
exercifing it, 

Thofe that Argue againft the Power of 
the Houfei .generally allow all Power to 
be Origirially in the People ; but they 
utge, Tku: this Power is not committed 
ar large ;^^ their Reprefentatives; That 
^^ the 
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the Purtiftimcnt of all Offences, whether 
againft the Publicfc, or Private Pcrfens, 
is left to the Laws j and that the Laws 
have not made any Provifion of Power 
for rhe Houfe of Commons to Commit 
fucjh Commoners, as kre not Members of 
their Houie; and that confequeritly, all 
fuch Commitments are an Ufurpation up- 
on, and a Violation of the Liberties of the 
People. But thefe Gentlemen, when they 
deny that the Commons have intfufted 
their Reprefenratiyes with their whole 
Power, ought to fhew us what Limitati- 
ons their Principals had fet to their Po wer^ 
and what Branches of it they have referv'd 
to themfelvcs, in exclufion to their Repre- 
lentatives. This none of 'em ever under- 
took to do, and therefore it will b$ law- 
ful for us to prcfume, that they have the 
whole Power, 'till fome body ihall fhew 
us where our Mifiake lies* As for thd 
Redrefs which the Law aflFotdSi it was in- 
tended for reparation of Wrongs and In- 
juries offer'd by one Private Pcrfon to a- 
nother, or by doc, or more, t6 the King, 
tt whole Conftitution in general, of 
which the Laws^ the execution whereof 
was put into the King*s Hands, werei 
judges. But it was never intended thae 
either of the Courts ot Parliament Ihou'd 
be oblig'd to fuc to the King's Courts 

!• 4 their 
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their Infcribrs, for Reparation of any In- 
juries or Affrbnts put upon themfelvts. 
Of this, the fdente of the Laws in all Cafes 
Parliamentary, is a Demonftrative Argu- 
ment, that the Houfesthemfelves were the 
CnlyProper,anclCompetentJudgesoftheii 
Own Rights and Privileges, and were In* 
Vefted with a Pbwer fufficient to Repel 
and Punifti all Injuries and Affronts offers 
to themfelres while Sitting; It is not to 
be imagin d, that if they needed the Pro^ 
tedion of Laws, the whole Body Reprc- 
lentative of the People, wou'd have been 
left unguarded by *em, while the feparatc 
Intereft and Concern of every Individual 
Man, was fo carefully fenc'd about. Bui 
it was always allowed, that the Houfes 
had in themfelves a Power Declarative of 
their own Rights and Privileges, and 
Ivere enabled by their Principals,to proted 
and defend 'em. And therefore it had 
been an Injury to the whole People, whofe 
thefe Rights were, if they had condefcen- 
ded to Circumfcribe'cm by WrittenLaws. 
The Injury and Indignity of luch a 
Proceeding, had been threefold, 

Firft, It is inconceivable that any one 
Parliariient cou'd have given fo entire a 
View of the Rights of the People, as not 
to have Omitted many things, Hfential 
<o their well being, and thereby for the 

future 
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future to have precluded *em from fuch 
JR<ghts, at leaft as far as any fuch ASt of 
theirs cbu'd have been valid. 

Secondly, They muft have fubmitted 
thole Rights which were Originally in- 
herent in, and infeparable from the Peo- 
ple to the Arbitration of the two other 
Eftates, whofe confent WouM thereby 
have become Requifite to their Eftablifli- 
ment, a hazard they ought never to be ex^ 
pos'd to, and of whicjfi they had no need. 

Thirdly, Had they brought their whole 
Privileges under fuch an Eftabliftiment, 
ihey had thereby brought therafelves un- 
der Valfalage to Welimitifter-Hall^ and 
ihuft have had recourfc to an Inferiour 
Court, fubordinate to, and dependant oa 
ianother of the Eftates, to determine whe* 
ther they were Injured or Affronted, and 
to fqd as Private Men for that Relief, 
whith by their Original and Conftitution 
they cou'd give themfelves, which were 
an Injury irreparable, and an Indignity 
txnanlwcrable to their Principals. 

From hence we are furnifii'd with a 
plain Anfwer to thofe unthinking, ot e- 
vii difj^os'd PerfonSy who make fuch ati 
Unrcafonable Clamour to have the Rights 
and Privileges of the Houfe of Commons 
fcttl'd, and determifl'd, which we have 
Ihewa ia cbc firft place to be impradiica* 

L £ bb 



t3(J The Hifiory of . 

ble, and in the next to be a Breach of 
Truft ot the higheft Nature in the Rcpre- 
fentatives, were it feazible. It is evi- 
dent therefore from the little care which 
the Law has taken of the Rights and 
Privileges of the Collective Body of 
the People in genetal, that the Exerdie 
and Vindication of thofe Rights was left 
tvholly to their Reprefentativcs, who 
tnuA therefore be fuppos*d to be endu*d 
with a fufficient Authority to prote(9:'em, 
and to Reprefs, and Corred: ail Infolen- 
cies and Affronts offered to 'em. If there- 
fore they had Conniv'd at the Corrupt 
I^radtices before mentioned, which tend- 
td f6 mahiieftly to the Subverfion of ou* 
Civil I^lghts and Conftitutiod, they had 
been Traitors to their Country, which 
bad committed the Exercife and Protcf-^ 
Aion 6f 'em to their Charge. And no 
Man that acknowledges their Power, can 
think they have beep Rigorous ot Sevefc 
in the Execution of it, when they con* 
tented themfelves to punifh Crimes of fa 
bigh a Nature, apd fo Pernicious Confe- 
quences with a fh<|)rt Intprifonment, a Sul> 
mi/fioti, and a Reprimand. 

But if they haVe Power to punHh any 
Underhand fecret jpradices againft the Li*" 
berries and Rightsi of the People, it is 
1^ ^ueftioni that they have the fame 

Authority 
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Authority in cafe of open Affront and 
Contempt, whether it be ofFcr'd by way 
of Petition, Reraonftrance, Libel, Pcrlbf 
pal Infult, or Menace. This, if thofe Gen-f 
tlemen of Kent knew, who prefented the 
MarJftpfte Addrclsto the late Parliament, 
they made a very bold Experiment of the 
Temper and Courage of that Parliament, 
when they ventur'd to be the Bearers^ 
and Vouchers of a Petition, conceiv'd in 
Terms fo Infolent and Af&oncing. And 
the Commons had b^en wanting in their 
Duty to the People, who Reprefenta- 
tives- they are, if they hadjamely put up 
fuch an Infult upon their Authority, with- 
out (hewing their Refentment, and there- 
by deterring others from following an 
Example ofiq dangerous conftquence. 

But there weie at that time a Party of 
Men, who knew they had offended, and 
therefore fear*d, and qonlequ^ntly wifti*d 
the Deftrudliotj of the Power of the 
Houfe of Commons. They knew there 
was no way fo ready to effed this, as (if 
poflible ) to divide the Sentiments of the 
People concerning their Proceedings. In 
order to it, they ftir'd up divers Turbu- 
lent, and evil deftgning Men, to fet on 
foot Libels under the Name of Petitions^ 
vrherein the Proceedings of the Houfe 
Jiou'd be ^Pcaign d in Sawcy Language, 

1-3 ^^a5 
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that if the Houfc fhpuld not Refent fu^h 
Treatment, it might be an IncQuragcment 
to a FaiSious Party, who were bcforehan4 
prepared, to follow the Example, and to 
Libel 'em, by way of Petition, all over 
England \ Or if they did exert their Au- 
thority on that pccafion, they might have 
aft Opportunity of Clamouring againft 
^cm, as if they intended Arbitrarily and 
Tyranically to take from the SubjeiSt the 
Liberty of Petitioning, The Natural 
Confecjuence of fuch Pradices as thefe, 
are Obvious, that they tend to inflame 
and exafperate the People againft their 
Reprefcntativcs, and by Surprize, and 
falfe Reprefentations to make 'em Accefla- 
ry tQ the Deftru(ilion of their own Right? 
and Authority, Such Practices as rhefc, 
deferve the fevereft Chaftizement, but 
the Commons who have always been ve- 
ry tender of the Subjedt in the Exercife of 
their Power, proceeded no further againft 
'cm, than by cdramitting thofe Perfonsi 
who appeared with, and avpw'd that Peti- 
tion, and thereby made themfelves the 
moft vifiblc Authors and Abetters of it. 

This Lenity of theirs was fo far from 
giving a Check to thefe Vile Pradice^ 
that the Party embolden d thereby open-? 
ly Courted, Carefs'd, and Treated the 
Offenders, as if they had e^jtrawdinarily 
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ilgnaliz'd themfclves as true Englijh M^n, 
3nd good Patriots. Crowds of Defen- 
ders ftarted up, who under pretence of 
maintaining the Fjreeholders Right of Pe- 
titioning, Aiiaulted the Power of Parlia- 
ments in general, and affronted the parti- 
cular Members of the Parliament then 
Sitting. Their pretence was, That ail 
Freeholders have a Right of Petitioning, 
and that no Indecency, or want of Refpedc 
Vi the Phrafe and Expreffion, was a fuffi- 
cient Reafon, why the Petition fliou'd be 
rejei&ed, or any Puniihment infli(9:ed on 
the Petitjjoners J which, as they alledge, 
the Hpufe has upon no Account, any 
Right or Authority to inflid:. 

The Authority of the Houfe, is,I hope, 
already fufi|ciei)tly vindicated, and the 
Right of Petitioning, admits of fuch juft 
Lamications and Rcltridlions, as will ren- 
der it of little fervice to thefe Vindica- 
tors. For thq* vyc admit that the Com- 
moners of England have a juft Right tp 
Reprefent to, and lay before the Houfe 
their Qrievances, yet ought they to do it 
in fuch decent manner, as not to affront 
the Authority of the Houfe, and in fuch 
Cafes only wherein the Petitioners them- 
felves are immediately concerned, other- 
Wife what ever they may call it, it is not a 
Petition, but a Remonftrance, and an Im- 

1* 4 
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pudent afTuming the Power of the whole 
People, who only have aRightt^Dired, 
Or Reprehend their Reprclentatives. It 
is a gjrofs Ufurpation upon the Body of 
their Freeholders, when a Dozen or a 
ScoK aflcmble at a Quarterly Se/Iion, or 
Meeting, (hall yrefume without confult- 
ing the reft, to fpeak the Senfe of a whole 
County, much more of the whole Nati- 
on. This is plain from the Ketttijh In- 
llance, the Gentlemen and Freeholders of 
which County, have fufficiently (hewd 
their Indignation, in rcje(Sting all thofe, 
who took upon *em to carry a LibclJous 
Petition in their Names, when they of- 
fered thcmfclves as Candidates for t;he 
Parliament now in being. 

This Point of Petitioning the Parlia- 
ment, is very well handFd by a late Au? 
thor, \vho has always been efteem'd Q- 
nonical by that Party, and who cannot be 
dcny*d to have been, lufficiently tender of 
the Rights and Liberties of the People, 
whofe Words I fliall therefore give 'cm, 
without alteration. 

The Powers of every Cou nty , Sidrnf^ Dit 
City , and Borough ./ Eng- SS^i?" 
land, are regulated hy the ge* feef,^p,^$i: 
fteral Lan\ to which they have 
all confented^ and by vohich they are all made 
Mc^i^rs of one PoliikalBocfy. This obliges 

them 
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them to proceed with their Delegates, in a 
Manner different from that which is ufeJ in 
the United Netherlands, or in Switzor^ 
land. Amongfl thefe^ every Province^ City^ 
or Canton^ making a diftin£l Body^ indepen^ 
dant from any other ^ and e^ercifing the Svve^ 
reign Power within itfelf, looks upon the reft 
as Allies y to whom they are houndonh iy fuck 
Ails as they themfilves have made. And 
when any new things not comprehended in 
themy happens to ari/e^ they Oblige their De^ 
legates to give them an account of it^ and 
retain the Power of determining thefe Mat^ 
ters within themfelves. *Tis not fo among 
us ; every County does not make a diftin^ 
Bodjy having in itsfelfa Soyeraign Power^ 
iut is a Memher of that great Body which 
comprehends the whole Ration. *Tis not 
therefore for Kent, or Suflex, Lewis, or 
Maidflone, hut for the whole Nation^ that 
the Members chofen in thoje Places are fen t 
to ferve in Parliament ; and tho* it he jit for 
them as Friends and tfeighhours (fofar as 
may he) to hearken to the Opinions of the 
Eledlors for the information of their Judg- 
ptentSy and to the end that what they fhaU 
fay J may he^of mare weighty when every one 
4s kmowu not ta [peak his own thoughts only^ 
hut thofe of a great tJumher of Men ; yet they 
are nop ftriSlly and properly ohligd to give 
account of tf^eir Anions to any^ unlefs the. 

whple 
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wMe Body <f the NatitWy for which they 
fervey and who are equally concornd in their 
RefolutiwSy could he ajjembled^ 

this ieijtg tmpra^icable^ the only Punijh'^ 
pent to which they arefuhjelU if they betray 
their Truftj is Scoru^ Infamy ^ Hatred^ and 
^ Affurance of being rejeiied^ when they 
/ball again feek the fame Honour. And tho 
this may feerr^ a fmall matter to thpfe who 
fear to do III, only ftom a fenfe of th( Pains 
infiiSedi yet it is very lerrible^ to Men of 
Ii^enious Spirits, as they are fuppqfed to be, 
9oh0 are accounted fit to be entrufted w^thfo 
great Powers. 

X. . . ^ the mofi certain Tefiimon^ 

that can te given oj their unli^ 
mitedPowef is. That they relye upon the fVif 
dom and Fidelity of their Deputies, fo as t<k 
lay no Reft ri£l ions upon them : They may da 
what they plea fey if they take care nc quid 
4ecrimenti ^efpublica a<:cipiat, that the 
Commonwealth receive no Detrimemt. 7 his 
is a Gommiffioft fit to be granted by Wife and 
Good MeUy to, thofe they chufe through an 0? 
finion that they are fo alfo^ and that they 
<annot bring any Prejudice upon the Nation, 
that will not fall upon themjelves and their 
Fofierity. This is alfofit tO: be receivd by thofe^ 
V^o feekin^ nothing but that which isjufi ii 
itfelfy and prcfi table to their Country^ cannot 
forefee what will bepropofed when they are aU 
' ' togeth^r,^ 
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tQgether, much lefi refilve horn to Vote till 
they hear the Reasons on hoth fides. TheE^ 
le^ors mufi necejjarih he inthefamelgnarancei 
and the Laip vohkhjhould oblige them to give 
particular Orders to their Knights and Bur^ 
geJfeSy in relation to every Vote^ muldmakt 
the Deci^on of the mofl important Affairs^ 
to depend upon the Judgment Qfthofe wba 
know nothing of the Matters in queflion ; and 
ly that means cafl the Nation into the utmajl 
danger y and the mofi inextricable Conjufion^ 

Hence it is plain, that the Kentijh Pe- 
titioners were guilty i^ot only of Misbc^ 
haviour, and ill Manners to the Houfe^ 
but of a Notorious Violation of the Rights 
of the People, in aJTuming to themfelves 
a Power which belonged only to the 
whole J and therefore the Houfe cou'd 
not without breach of Truft, pafs over 
uncorreded fuch Ulurpations upon the 
whole Commons, and fuch Affronts up- 
pn their Reprefentatives with >yhoin their 
Authority was lodg'd. 

But if thole Kentijh Gentlemen deferv'd 
a feverer Chafiifement, than they met 
with, what fliall we fay to the unparal- 
leird Impudence oi Legion^ whotho' per*- 
iiaps their Cabal confifted not of a Quar- 
ter fo many, as Subfcrib'd the KentifhVt- 
tition, nor thofe perhaps qualify'd by 
their Eftates to concern themfelves with 
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pubtick BuHnefs, yet took upon them to 
Ipeak the lence of the whole People, tq 
Revile and Reproach the HouleoiCcm- 
monSy in a moft approbrious manner, and 
proceeded to menace *em with Violence, 
unlefs they comply *d with their Demands, 
to tjbe Difappointment of all the reft of 
the Nation. Thefe Men, as in fowiog 
pivifion, and Difcord, in fomenting Se- 
dition an4 Inteftine Broils, they a<fled the 
DeviPs P|art^ fo they tpok the Devil's 
Name 2|lfp, and calFd themfelves Legion. 
a Napic well fuited to fuch Diabolical 
and Mutinous Spirits. 

The Proceedings of thefe Men, are 4 
liifficient Evidence of the patient forbear- 
ing Temper of the Houfe of CpmmpnSi^ 
which had they npt known, they durft 
not have play'd at Leap-Frog with their 
Authority at that rate. However, the 
Prudence of that Houfe is never fuffici- 
cntly to be admired, who without regar- 
ding thclc Anpnymous Libels which were 
penned, and difpcrs'd by a few hot Heads, 
proceeded notwithftanding, foberly and 
regularly in the Affairs ot the Publick, 
which thefe were framed purpofely to 
difturb. There is no doubt, but had thefe 
Men put their Names to their Letter, the 
Houfe wou*d have exerted themfelves 
with a Courage fuitable tq the Majefty 



of 



fjje Lafi ^Parliament. t^j 

of ^Parliaments, and wc might hav« fc<»i 
the whole itrehgrh of Legion^ exalted in 
two dr three Pillories. 

Thefe Tumultuous dilbrderly vxtCd^ 
CCS, tho' apparently fee on foot to &vc 
fome Piiblick Offendef s, did not howevct 
fright the fjouft from profecuting thcic 
Duty, and calling thofe Perfbns to a ltri£b 
Acdoiirit, who had cither Robbed, ot 
Cheated the Publick j and therefore they 
Receded to Irhpeach fome Great Men^ 
who had made themfelves moft Notori- 
ous, and Obnoxious in that kind. 

The Legion Scratagem failing of Suc- 
tefs, all manner of Arts, and Shifts were 
try'd by the fame Pai:ty to embroil 'em oa 
Preliminaries And Punctilious with tlw 
Houfe of Lords, \vhb were unhappily 
^revaifd with to infill on fudi Conditi- 
ons 2ls feem*d to the Cdmnions to make 
the PrdecJutioii of Impeachments before 
the Lords, altogether Precarious, if not 
utterly impradicablc. They prevail'di 
With the Lords to allow the Parties ac- 
cused of the fame Crimes, to be Judges 
in each others relpedivc Cafes, and there- 
by to be aflur'd to have a part of thti 
Court by Intereft, prepoflels a iti their 
favour. They produr^d 'em likewife to 
fix a peremptory time for the Tryal of the 
{»ord*s Impcach'd^ without confulcing 

the 
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khc Hoiifc of Commons, whethci: they 
were ready With their Proofs or not^con^ 
trary to former Ufage^ and the reafon it 
fclf of fuch Proceedings- 

Tbefe things the Commons look'd u^ 
on as Obftrudions to the regular courfe 
of Juftice, dnd fair Correfpondcnce be- 
tween the two HoufeSy and therefore ia« 
iifted, Tliat the Impeach'd Lords ihou'd 
not be admitted to Vote in their own Ca- 
fes, and that a Committee fhould be z^ 
pointed to adjuft with a Committee of the 
Houfe of Commons, the l!1me and Mafi- 
lier of Proceeding in order to the Tryal 
of the Lords* This Motion rejeded by 
the Lords, and infilled on by the Com* 
hionSi produc d many unfeafbnable Heats^ 
Angry Mellages, and Reflecting Speeches 
on both fides ; one of which from the 
Lord Haver/ham^ gave fuch Offence to 
the Commons, that tliey Complained td 
the Lords of it, and demanded Satis&di- 
on, rcfufmg to proceed 'till Reparatiogi 
was made cm for the AfFront. offer'd by 
that Noble Lord. Thcfe Difficulties put 
an end to all good Correfpondcnce be* 
t ween the two Houfes, and ac length caused 
an abrupt Conclufion to the whole Matter, 
Ivhich ended in Proteflations againii: 
the Procecdii/gs o( each othcu 

I ihall not enter into the Merits of the 

Ciuft 
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Caufc of thofe Noble Lords, wlio nd 
doubc, are able to make their own De-^ 
fence when they Ihall be fairly, and re^ 
gularly caird to it. But 1 may be allow'd 
to examine, whethet the Points infified 
on by the Commons, were reai<mable oc 
not ; which, I hope, will not be thought; 
too great a Liberty, fmce the Proceedings 
CPrinted by Order) on both Sides, fccnt 
W carry along with 'em aii Appeal to chfi 
Private Reafon of every difintercfs^d Im- 
partial Man. 

I have already treated largely of ^ 
Nature, and Importance of Impeadi-- 
mcnts in general, and therefore I 0iaU 
have no occafion here to enlarge upon th£ 
Difference between that, and Psocc£s id 
Inferiour Courts. I (hall only take ]tio<^ 
rice, That Juftice^ing uniform and the 
lame, bowevej^difierent the Methods and 
Forms ofiev^eral Tribunals fflAy be, the 
imsdamental Rules, by which tney ought 
always to be guided, mud; be everlafling-^ 
ly the fame. 

The firft thing tketi that I (hall take 
notice of, is, That it is a (latiding Rule^ 
That no Man ought to be Judge of that 
Crime iii another, whereof he himfeUT 
(lands acrus'd. The reafon of this Max* 
im is fo Obvious, That 'tis fcarce worth 
riit arguing : For it is fip|iarent to ^U 

Mankind 
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Maiikiiid^ chac that Maa cannot be mi^ 
t>yais <i ia his Judgment, how InaocenE- 
ibcTcr he may oiherwife be* who Iks qq- 
cler the apprehenfion of wanting in a fhort 
time» the fame favour which it lies now ia 
his Power to (hew, or chat be ihou*d be 
fkidtiy Rigorous in his Judgment^ while 
he C0nfiders that the Verdict he iball now 
give, may bo of influence hereafter in his 
own Cafe. I know that *tis obje<^ed in 
anfwer to this. That the Right of Judica- 
ture is inherently in the Peers^ and that 
to deny 'em the Exerdle of it, were ia 
ibme meafure to inflid the Puniihmcnt of 
guik before Convidion, and thereby 
po/Ii>ly the Innocent may be wrong*d. 

Thismightindeed, be fairly Objeded^ 
were the Houle defir*d to take from 'cm 
the Right of Judicature in all Cafes what^ 
Ibever. But when they demand no mote 
than a Sufpenfion of the Exercife of it in 
their own Cafes only, it is but what the 
Rules of Judice require, and ail Tribu- 
nals in the World allow. In Inferiopt 
Courts, every Man is Rectus in Curia^ 
who has not forfeited his Credit, by be- 
ing Convid of Perjury, or pther Crime^ 
for which the LaW invalidates his Tefti* 
mony,and may challenge from the Court 
an equal regard to what lie fhali of][er as a 
Wicnefij unlcfs it he in his own Cafe« 

Thera 
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There the Law fufpends his Right of Te- 
flimony, becaufe 'tis prefum*d, that he 
has too flrong a Biafs upon him to tell the 
whole and plain truth, if that (hou'd 
happen to make againfl him. The Law 
therefore holds himju/pe^ed^ not from any 
Proof that he has ever forfeited his inte- 
grity and Veracity, but from the Temp- 
tation that he lies under to do it now. So 
alfo ihou d four Men be feverally indidied 
for the fame, or indeed for different 
Crimes^ the Law will not fuffer aiiy of 
'cm to be Impannel'd on the Jury for 
the Try al of the reft. The reafon of this, 
is as obvious as the former ; they lit un- 
der too ftrong a Temptation to fivout^ 
one another* It will avail 'em little to 
fay, That there is Ho arguing from afl 
Infenour Court to a Superiour ; and that 
the latter is not bound to the Rules of th6 
former. For the Rules of Juftice ate e- 
ternal and immutable in all Courtis, and 
no Rights or Privileges of any Court, 
from thehigheft to the loweft, ought to 
b e pleadable againft 'em . But when^viit 
fuch are pleaded, they are tpfofdilo void 
in thcmfelves, and the l^reterifioh t6 
'cm, ought for ever after to be takeii a- 
way* If indeed we cou'd be cori- 
vinc'dj that Peers ire of a different Stamp 
from the reft of Mankind, and that 

M they 
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V they have fuch an iafeparable Love and 
regard for (Irid Juflice, thac no confide^ 
ration of Security, or Intercft, cou'd pot 
fibly move any one of them to depart id 
the leaft from it in favour of himlelf or 
Friend in his own Cafe, then what the 
Commons infifted on, was unneceffary 
and unreafonable, otherwife the contrary. 
But then an Impeachment upon any Score 
or Pretence whatfoever, ought to be 

m^dc Scan Jalum Magnatunf. 

The next Point inlifted on by the Com. 
mons, was that the Time of Tryal, and 
the Manner of Proceeding, fhou'd be ad* 
juded by a Committee of both Houfes. 
This the Lords abfolutely refused, alledg- 
ing. That the Right of Judicature was 
wholly and iblely in them, and that the 
appointment of Time, and Place, and Cir- 
cumftance of Tryal, as Branches thereof, 
appertain to them only ; and that the ap- 
pointing of fuch a Committee woUVl be a 
departure from the Rights of their Hoofe, 
which they cou'd not confent to. I ftall 
not here trouble the Reader with Prece- 
dents, tho' both fides infifted on theiti, 
tho' by the way, one pofitive Precedent 
outweighs the want of *em in a hundred 
tnftances, becaufe it proves, that at fuch 
a time the Point in qucftion was granted. 
But I wave 'em al^ becaufe I thii^ no Pre- 
cedent 
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Cedent or Number of Precedents whatfo- 
ever , ought to be of any force againft the 
reafon of the Cafe, which therefore I fliail 
proceed to examine* 

The reafon why Courts of Judicature 
are intrufted with the Power of appoint- 
ing Time and Place for the Tryal of fucli 
Caufcs as are brought before 'em, leems 
to be principally this, That the Honour 
and Integrity of the Court, is a better fc- 
curity to the Publick, that Juftice (ball 
be fairlyand impartially Adminiiter'd,than 
that of any private Complainant can be, 
who might, if that Power were lodged 
in Jiim, be prevail'd upon by Hatred, 
Revenge, Intercft or other private Con- 
/idcrations to delay, or precipitate Mat-* 
ters, fo as might bed ferve his own Pur-^ 
poles. Befides it were highly unreafon- 
able to fpend or wafte the time of the 
Court, at the Pleafurc, or Dilcretion of a^ 
ny particular Perfpn. But the Cafe is quite 
other between the Lords and Commons, 
than between the Bench, and a private 
Plaintiff, in any of the Inferiour Courts* 
The Honour of a Houfe of Commons, is 
every whit as Sacred, as that of the Houfe 
of Lords; and th^ Nation does with as 
much Confidence \ely on their Candour 
and Integrity, as dn that of the other 
Hpufe. It do^is npt thetetore appear co 

M % mCj 
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hie, why the Pradticc (hou d be tbe(ktfi^y 
where the Reafons are fo dirproporti-" 
onatc. If a Houfe of Commons fball find 
fufficient Grounds to believe any Perlbn 
guilty of great Offences againft the Pub* 
lick, and yet not have Evidence enough 
then ready to amount to a Formal O^- 
vidtion, they have no doubt, juft reafon 
to Impeach that Perfon, and thereby to 
iliew their Senle of his Mifdemeanoursj 
but they are not therefore to be hurried 
precipitately to a Tryal, without an al- 
lowance of time to produce full Evi- 
dence, of the meafure of which, they 
only are the Competent Judges, becaofe 
they only have been let into the Myftc-^ 
ty of that Iniquity whereof they com- 
plain, and cfan only difcern how long time 
it may require to bring all the neccflary 
Proofs together. Befides Impeachments 
from tbe Houle of Commons, being Mat- 
ter of National Concern, no tendemefs 
for particular Perfons, how Innocent fo- 
ever they may be fuppofcd, ought to be 
put into the Scale againft the Publick 
Peace, and Security, Not to mention the 
Affront which is put ^pon the Juftice, or 
tViiddm of the Houfe, to prefume before 
I'ryal, that any Pctlons arc Innocent, 
tvhom they have found Caufe to Accufe 
in fo Solemn a Manneri it is a Wrong to 

the 
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the Publick, ahd . ati Incouragemenc to 
OffertdersiQ cramp th^ Cpmmons fo, ei- 
f Jiier in Time, pr ptiier Circumftance, as 
that Matters may not be fairly expos'd 
in a fuU and (rue light. Now how the 
l^ords, who Ijinow npt from wl^atQuatr 
ter the Evidence is to come, fhpu'd, with? 
out coniulting the Commons, be proper 
Judges of the time requifite to produce 
^cm, is to me altogether inconceivable. 
In laferiour Courts where there is no 
fuch reafpn to have regard to the Profe- 
cutor, as in this Cafe ; the Profeciitor, 
or Plaitjtiff, may upon any fair Allega- 
tion pfier'd, be allow'd time, to make 
good his Proofs. Bi|t if this be realbna^ 
ble in the Cafe of Private Men, much 
more is it fo in the Cafe of a whole Na- 
tion, where befides the Dignity of the 
Prolecutors, aqd the Importance of the 
Tryal, the Profecutors themf^lves ara o; 
fherwile taken up with a vaft Variety of 
Bufmefs of the mofl Momentous Confe-p 
quence, and cannot fo clpfely intend any 
one Matter, as Private Perfons may. Add 
to this, that fometimes the Quality anc| 
Power of the perfon^ Accused, is fuch, 
as rnakc^ the Prqiecution difHcultj, by 
rendting all things Intricate and Pe^r 
plex'4. Upon thefe |lealbns, I think th? 
{^lommoni very Ji^ftifiabJc for infifting on a 

M 3 Conp{-: 
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Committee of both Houfcs to adjufl; the 
Time, and other Circumftances of the 
Tryal, which they cou d not depart from, 
without hazarding the Caufe of the Na- 
tion, For, tho' I will fuppole, as I ought, 
that the (.ords meant nothing more than 
to do Impartial Juftice, yet I think they 
cou*d not be lure of that, if they did pro- 
ceed to Tryal, before the Commons give 
•em notice that they were ready. For 
thereby they might prevent the coming 
in of Evidence, who upon longer warn* 
ittg might have been had. And we ar? 
in Juftice to the Commons bound to be* 
lieve that it was upon fufBcient Reafons 
that they defir'd it might be fo. If I 
cou'd any ways fee how fuch a Committee 
as the Commons defir d, might be an In-> 
fringement of the Lords Right of Judica- 
ture, I cou'd eafily reft fatisfy'd in the 
denial of it. But as it did not diminiih 
their full and free Exercife of Judgment, 
but tended, only to the more orderly and 
fair proceeding at the Tryal; tlieir refi<- 
ial of it, feems to be intended only to 
(liew a tort of SoVeraignty over the Com- 
mons, wliofe Attendkncc in luch Cafe* 
they could Arbitrarily commatid, When 
>nd where they plea§*d, HbW unreafbn- 
^ble the pretence to, and how impraiSti* 
cable the exefcife 6f fuch a Pow^r is a( 
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this time, when both th^ Realbns and the 
Meansofitareccas'd, it were not hard to 
fhew. But Recrofpedion is grpwn Invidi^ 
ous, and I ihall wave ail fuirther Inquifi^ 
tion into the Matter, tho* I meet with 
Precedents, and Provocations enow on th^ 
other fide, to 2,&, the contrary. 

A third Remora was, That at a Confe- 
rence the Honour and Juflice of the HouIq 
of Commons was thought to be refieded 
on by a Noble Lord, which being repor* 
ted to the Houfe, was fo far Refented by 
'cm, that they Complained of it to the 
Lords, refufing to proceed till Satisfadi^ 
on was given ^gm in that Point. 

Thofe that tKin^ this a flight matter^' 
may be pleased to confider, that the Ho* 
nour of all the Commpiis pf England yNZ9 
concerned in it, and that tjieir Reprefen- 
tatives had not been /it tp \^ entrun:e4 
with the Protedion of it, had they tame- 
ly fufFer'd it to be trampl'd upon,' >yhich 
had beeq their Cafe had they put up this 
Affi'ont. 

Notwithitanding thefe Commotions in 
bothHpufes, the Publick Bufmefs went 
forward, and the Parhament being jullly 
fenftble of the Danger we might be expos^ 
to, if the Natipn wa$ left unguarcfed ac 
this Jundure, Votpd on the 26th oiFehrur 
#!7i tbirtj ThtfifanJ Met^ tq he emfoid 
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in the Sea Service for the Summer GuarJ^ 
and attovod Vw Four Pounds per Man a 
Month. This care of the ParHamcnt was 
ib well feconded by the Seamen, that all 
the Ships appointed for that Service, foon 
had their full Compliment. 

And that we might not provide for our 
felves only, and leave our Allies exposed, 
upon a Meflage from the King to acquaint 
*cm with the Apprehenfions of the States 
General^ and their Defires of Succour, 
they immediately Voted, That they would 
ftand hy^ and enable His Majefty to fup* 
port and Maintain the Dejenfive Alliance 
Concluded with the St2X^s Qeneral, on the 
3^<?/March, 1677; by which Treaty we 
were oWig'd to furnim 'em with a Num- 
ber of Troops, in Cafe a War fhould 
break out between them and France. Here 
we may obferve the readinefs of that 
Parliament, to fuccour and relieve our 
Allies. For tho* we were not by that Trea- 
ty oblig'd to fend over any Forces, till 
t;hey were Adlually Attacked, yet the Par^ 
liament Voted, and Ordered 'em to be got 
ready, and fent over with all convcnicne 
Expedition ; for which Readinefs, His 
Majefty gave the Houie of Commons, 
his particular Thanks. After this, it is 
matter of juft Surprize to hear fome Per-'^ 
fons tax 'em with backwardnefs in that. 

Affairs 
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Aiitif 9 and fo Impudently pive the Lye 
to the King's Speech on that Occafioiip 
efpecialiy when we coniidec that the 
Dutch have now already had thofe Forces 
the beft part of a Year before our Engage* 
ment commences, no Attack having yet; 
been actually made upon 'em, no^ caQ 
we gu efs when there may. 

While the Parliament were examining 
former Treaties^ and Advifing New ones 
to be made with the feveral Princes and 
&ares of Europe^ the Partition Treaty fell 
under their Confideration and Cenfure, 
and was Unanimoufly Condemn'd by botH 
Houfes, as the^ Occafion of the King of 
Spain s Will, and the Interruption of the 
Peace of Europe^ which was likely to fol- 
I0W4 They cou'd not thereupon but re- 
fent the Injury that was offer'd to His 
Majefty, by thofe that advised that Trea- 
ty, and law with Indignation, that after 
the many Hazards His Majefty had run, 
and the Fatigues he had fuftain'd, and 
the great expenfe of Treafure, that al- 
moft all Europe^ efpecialiy England, had 
been at, we were at laftby one indiicreet 
Bargain chpus'd of the fruits of all our 
Blood and Treafure, and reduc d almoil 
to a Moral certainty of making War 
uppnmcMre unequal Terms than we be- 
^an before, without knowing by whofe 
^ : ' Contrivance 
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Gontrivancc wc were thus Over-readi'd, 
Both Houfes did therefore in their hunr-f 
bic Addreflcs to His Majefty, fcvcrally 
exprds their Scnfe and Abhorrence of that 
Treaty, which they fcar'd might provQ 
^tal to the Peace and Liberties of Europe^ 
and which they found to have been 
Communicated only to, and traniad:ed 
by a private Qalaly of a few of ilic Mi* 
niflry then in being. This provok'd *em 
the more, becaufe it was concluded while 
a Parliament was fitting, and none of thofe 
Minifiers to whom it was Communica- 
ted, had advis'd, that the Parliament 
might be Confulted upon^t. The fevc- 
ralMinflers to whomitwas Communica- 
ted, have deny d that they did either kii^ 
vife, oir Confent to the making of tbar 
Jreaty ; and therefore I (hall not pretend 
fo lay it at their* Door, but leave time to 
makq a more anl^ple Difcovery oiF that In- 
trigue, tho' to tlie Houfc of Comnions, 
fhe Matter appeat'd otherxyife than they 
alledg'd, as by their Sec;ond Address pti 
that Occafion, isfetfortk 

But fmce divers Perfons have taken the 
liberty to juftifie that treaty^ and the Ad- 
vantages of it, and to Tax the Commons 
both in Print and otherwife, for Addrel^ 
iin^ to have thofe Lords removed fromHi^ 
l^ajcfty's Prefence and Councils, I npiay 
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be allowed ia anfwer to 'em, to maimaia 
the Juftice of their Conduct in that point:^ 
and to obferve the pernicious Confe^iieft* 
ces of that Fatal Treaty^ as the Lords itt 
their Addrcfs are pleased to ftile n^ Jm 
order to which, I (hall make it appear. 

Firft, That the Jate King of Spain 9^ 
WiU, was the Produ<a of the Partitim 
Treaty. 

Soiondly , That if France had abode hy 
the Treaty of Partition^ the Batlanco oC 
Europe^ had been as effedually broko^ 
as it is now. 

Thirdly, That whoever Advis'd the 
King to enterjU^lbat treaty^ they ought; 
not to be intwffirwit^ the Adminifba* 
tion of the Affairs of England. 

It was vifible to all difcerning Men, 
that when the treaty of Ryfwick was fct 
on foot, the Pride of France was exceed^ 
ingiy humbl'd and a very confiderable 
Check was given to her Monarches An^ 
bition. The giving up of fo many large 
Countries and ftrong Places, was a £- 
monftrative Argument that he defpar'd 
of Inlarging his Donunions^ or even of 
preferving what he had gotten entire by 
force of Arms, while the Confederacy 
then in being againO: him, remained un^ 
broken ; Lorrain, Orange, Roujillian^ &c« 

fome of 'em alteady incorpocatdd wkh tbei 

Bodjf 
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Body of France^ were Morfels too deli« 
clous CO be parted with upon any ConTh 
deration unlefsNecefTity. But the Lyons 
Skin noc prevailing, he put on the Foxe'$ 
and refolv*d to attempt that by Treaty ^ 
which by force of Arms he faw would 
mifcarry. The Spanijh Succedion was the 
Quarry he had in view, and the State d 
that King's Health gave him jufl: grounds 
to believe that the Critical time to brin^ 
about his purpofes, was at hand. The 
different Terms on which the Emperoi 
and he (tood, in the good Graces oiSpain^ 
gave him Jittle reaiory^ hope for any 
thing from the Afrej|HLf the Prince^ 
or States of that MoiraHP^ And the ua* 
fuccefsful pofture of tKRVar at that time, 
gave him as little profpe<^ of Seifing on 
the Dominions of that King by Violence. 
For the Spaniards^ with the' help of theii? 
Confederates, wou*d have been as able 
to have defended their Country againft 
his Invafion, if their King had Dy*d du- 
ring the War^ as they were during his 
Life time. The known weakne(s of that 
Prince, will not fufier us to fuppofe that 
hisPrefence added much Spirit, Vigour^ 
or Wifdom to the Spanifh Councils. * And 
it may, perhaps, be no Injuftice to the 
Aihes of that Prince, to fuppofe that in 
fuch a Cafe the B^eqincy of Oie Queen 'till 

the 
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tlic Arch^Duke had arrived, might for the 
time have produced e*ry whit as great 
things as the Government of the King^ 
If then the Death of that King^ in the 
time of the War, wou'd have been no 
Acceffion of Strength to France^ nor Dirni- 
nation to Spaiti. France had no ground to 
think her felf able to force a King upon 
the Spaniards^ contrary to their own li- 
king, efpecially when the Emperor, and 
tnoft of the Princes and States of the 
Empire, who had hitherto been Neuters, 
or little more, Ihou'd be obliged by Intc- 
reftj to fall wii4f|eir whole weight into 
the oppofiJii^^H^. For if fhe had not 
been able itMVQng and fo Vigorous a 
War, to make any confiderable Imprefli- 
on upon Spain^ ine Was lets hkely to do 
it, when Spain was more ftrongly Con- 
federated and Supported. 

Thefe Coilfidetations obliged the King 
of France to alter his Meafures, and to 
think no Price too dear to purchafe the 
Treaties of Ryfwick and Partition. The 
Emperor had been engagM in a long War 
againft France^ purely in defence of Spain^ 
This good Service, together with the Na- 
tural Affedion of the Spaniards^ to the 
Houfe of Auftria^ had procured a Will in 
favour of the Arch Duke^ in oppofitionto 
the Houfe of Bonrlon. The Aim of France ^ 

. was 
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of another Kingdom. Thefe Argtimentd^ 
and perhaps, fome Gold ( of which the 
French are no Niggards, when a good 
Bargain is to be driven ) to Cardinal For^ 
tocarero, and other Principal Grandees^ 
quite ruin d the Auflrian Intereft, and pro^ * 
cur*d a New Will in favour of the Duke 
of Afijou. 

Thofe that tell us, that this treaty was 
fubfequent to that Will, or at lead to the 
reafonable Apprehenfions of it, and was 
defign*d merely to Obviate it, know they 
prevaricate, and intend only to deceive the 
unthinking part of the Pepple ; for with 
the reft it can t pafs. It i^now no Secret 
that there was on foot a frenty of Farti^ 
tion, in favour of the Prince £lec3:oral of 
Bavaria^ prefently after the Peace of Byf' 
mcky when no Will in favour of France 
was fufpedled ; but on the contrary, it 
was well known, there was one then in 
being, by which the Arch Dukev^as Cork- 
flituted and Appointed Heir and Succef^ 
for to all the Spani/h Dominions. And 
perhaps, the forefight of fuch a Treaty, 
was none of the leaft Motives to France^ 
to conclude a Peace upon any fupportable 
Terms, tor France was very fenfible 
that if the King of Spain Dy'd with his 
Sword in his hand, it would be exceeding 
difficult, if not impodible, for a Prince of 

France 
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Prance to fucceed to his whole Domini* 
ons ; and therefore it was neceflary, by 
a Peace, to difarm the Confederates, and 
if podible, to break the Confederacy ic 
felf, which was effedied by the Treaty of 
Partition^ 

Thofe that tell us, That the Will Was the 
Piodvidt of French Gold, and fine Promi* 
fes, come fomewhat nearer the Truth j 
but they don't tell the whole Truth. For 
tho* we grant, that Bribes, and large Pro- 
niifes^ might prevail on Portocarero, and 
others of the Grandees ^ to perfwade their 
King to make that French Will; yet it was 
the treaty of Partition^ that furni(h*d 'eni 
with the Arguments that mov'd that 
Prince fo Comply, contrary to his known 
inclinations. For Wanting the Cunning to 
penetrate into the Depths of their In- 
trigues* he fuffer'd himfelf firft to be fuf- 
priz'd by, and then Surrendered to theit 
Plaufible Arguments, which he wanted 
Capacity to anfwer, and Courage to flight* 
The fpecious Pretences of Tranfmitting 
his Dominions independant and entire to 
his next Succeflbr, and the eafmg his 
Subjedis of the Apprehenfions of a Ter- 
rible Dcfirudive War in the Bowels of* 
their own Country, and from the Slave- 
ry which he fear'd, was to follow at the 
Heels of it, mufl needs have a itiiglny 

N influence 
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influence on a Short* fightcd Prince, w^ 
jkw rhto faire Opticks. Add to chdcf^ 
tfaataitiijtture ofRelentmenr, co fee hij 
Dominions difpos'd of, and fhared befi)re 
his Deadi, by thofe whom he cbougfathid 
no Right to do it, might contribute not 
a little, to make him defire to defeat their 
Dcfigns, and confequently to cenfent to 
the means of doing ity which were pro- 
posed to him as the only certain oaeSi 
It is plain therefore, that tho* P^rt^arre* 
fOy and the Grandees of his Cabal might 
be ^gaitfd to die French Intereft, by Gold 
Md great Ejqpec^ations, the King bimielf, 
t^ho knew not that, was prevailed upon 
by the Treaty of Partition^ to go into their 
Meatores and Counfels. 

But to proceed to our Second Head 
Let ns for once fuppofe it realbnable to 
trail to the Solemn Engagements of 
France : Let ns imagine tl^ ipeaty te b« 
ftridly obferv'd on both fides, and we 
iball lee, rliat however the Baltnce of 
£unif/)r had been as cffcGtmAly broken t 
and that the Arch Duh mnft havt been 
little more than a King of Oouta* The 
PoJSeilion of Naples and SicHy^ and all tiic 
Spanijh Dependencies on the Coiftof ?i^ 
pany^ with tbe adjacent tiflands^ Sant$^t^ 
pbanoy Porto Mercole^ Orhitello^ Ttidmone^ 
Port^ljfngonef PiomhinOf /v/r^V With the 

Mar^ui^ 




M^uifate belongidg taic, Frntar^hm^Su 
SihafiiaHy with the whole Ptovioce of (?«/• 
pHfcoa, &c. gare *em filch a Numhec of 
good Harbours in the MiJiterrancan^ thu 
the advantages of *cm improved withchek 
tif ual Appli^cion and Judgment,tmifU)av« 
made *em in a (hott time abfolate Mafters 
of the Mediterranean^ and in eonlequenct 
of that, of the Ocean alfo. Bow &f d^s 
wou'd have gone towards that Universal 
Monarchy, which France fo paffioiiately 
longs for, the meaneft Capacity may 
Judge. By this means, the Pope, the Tu^ 
jcasn^ the Genvefe^ and the Spaniard^ had 
been diredly lock'd up, not a Ship bci^ 
ionging to any of *em, durft baire (cep'd 
out of Harbour, without a French Pafs^ 
The Spanip) Flota wou d conftincly and 
inevitably have been at their Mercy i for 
all their Commerce with theit W^-hMeSi 
nmft neceffariiy have ceas d, and the King 
of5^/»how much foever ha might have 
StomachM it inwardly, muft have lain ad 
Ihll as King L0g^ while the French play'd 
at Leap^Frog over him. The leafk fheW 
of Refentmcnt, would have fuhii(b*d him 
With a pretence to feize on the Treafurea 
of the Weft-Indies, and like a kind Keigh^ 
bour t0 have Convo/d rii^ GaSeodi^ into 
their own Harbours. 
it is f(e9[U9(itly ob}ed«d| Tbac if tha 
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Share allowed France by the Fartim* 
Treaty^ would have cnabl'd her to have 
done this^ much mote mufl the Addition 
of Spaifiy Flanders^ and the Well^Indies 
do it, by adding fuch an extent of Terri* 
tory, and fo many Ports more, of ait 
which he is quietly poflels'd by his Acccp* 
tance of the Will But tho* it may feem 
Paradoxical to maintain the contrary, thd 
Paradox however, is not fo extravagant^ 
as true : For had the French contented 
themfelves with the Share by us alottcd 
'cm, ( which was great enough in . a fc«r 
Years^ to have anfwer'd all thqt Purpp- 
fes^ they muft have been fuflfer'd to haVci 
taken quiet pofleiTion of it, 6r We, and 
the Dutcl^ had been obliged t^ have a/H* 
fted 'em againft all Oppoferst. Such a 
Conjunction wou d have been irrefiftible 
to all the reft of Europe, If then they 
had refted themfelves for a while in ap- 
pearance fatisfy*d, and turn d themfelves 
with all their Application to the Improve- 
ment of their Ports, and Navigation, the 
augmentation of their Fleets, and Naval 
Stores, to as great a Strength as their 
Ports was capable of receiving and har- 
fcouring, they might in a few Years have 
arrived at a Naval Power that might have 
been terrible to the whole World, which 
fcems to be the only thing they want, to 

procun 
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procore the Dominion they fo much covet. 
Nor cou*d we, iiqw apprehenfiye fpcver 
we might have been qf the fatal confe^ 
qucnce of thoft Preparations, have prcf 
vented 'em. For our Hands being bouncj 
by outTreatYyV/c cou'd have no juft ground 
of Quarrel to France, for making the beft 
ule that ihe peaceably cou'd, of wha^ wc 
our felves had given her. Wc ijouft therein 
fore have fufpended qpr Indignation, *til| 
by fome Warrantable Provocation, France 
had diilblv*d the Tie upon us and the 
Dutch, had given us liberty to provide 
for own Security, which might not have 
|)een 'till it was too late. 

But by the Acceptance of the Will, 
contrary tp the Treaty^ Ihe has Cancell'd 
the Obl^gatipn that lay upon us, 9nd gi- 
ven us, and all the reft of Europe, timely 
notice to provide for our (elves, and re? 
duce her to fuch Bouqds, as may be con?- 
(iftent with the Safety of her Neighbours, 
before (he can make any real advantage 
pf Strength fronj her new Acquifitions. 
For as the Caft now ftarids, Flanders^ 
Italy^ and even Spain^ an4 the IVeft-In* 
Mes themfelveSy are no more than mighr 
ty Incumbrances upon France y whoalpnp 
inuft take the whole defence of *pqi ^ijl 
upon her felf. This muft drain her of 
fpch Pro<ligious Numbers, and Quanti- 

* • ' ' • XT ^ 
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ties of Men, Shippings aod Treafiii9| 
tliat if a War be joyndy, and Vigorouily 
profecuce^by ihe Potencacesoff EMr4>pey z% 
dtck Incereft direds, (he feems to be m 
ganger of being tocally exhasiiileiL B| 
rliis therefore, the acceptance of the WiU^ 
is more fkvout able to us, thaa the Treaty 
of Partitimt^ by which we wet€ in daof 
gerof ioiing all, and cou'd poffiUy get 
nothing. 0ut in the prefent Cafe, the 
Wtfi-Jftdhsy now in the Pofleffipn of at 
Snemy, prefent us with an Inciting Profit 
peft of ample Recompence Price, and 
Itewardfof the Trouble and Expence we 
ihall be at to defend our own Libe^/ ani 
the Liberty of £«>^/^ in general.' But i( 
frame liad adhered to th6 Partition trea^ 
ty^ that Profped had then VamfhVJ, aitti 
we cou*d have «peded tiothing but 6vl 
IBlow^, from a Rupture with frmce. For 
i*ien the^^/?-/«/Zripx woud have Woog'd 
€o the Ar<h Dnke^ and we had had no ptfe* 
tence to enterprize any thing agafinil 'em^ 
l^ecauft they belonged to a Pkinfie m Aini-^ 
cy with i»/ and fo we had been cot oi^ 
from our faireft View, thofe Countries 
only affording us ^ny Miatter cht Hopes 
ofRepriial. And #l^reas now what we 
^^ towjuxjs tliefuppoit ofa War^ibeiiis 
«o be but at Iciikd of Vetiturfe toSc^ «^hidi 

l&ayreturit ^gaiAwiehgie^cprofit^hich 

1.,^; r> V. u ^ •^ =h-lj"^^^-v 'nines' 
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fit*km^$ £on|fibutewithAl9/:ric;t;ow^d$ 
ir^ Charges of fifch 9 Wgr 1 In the otliiff 
C»fe, we ftpu'd pay Twes witfahea?/ 
Heacts, as knowing what wa$ ^iveo tp 
be faok &>K 4v^ a»d that we irefenibJ <j 
a Tracing VeHel in a Stortn, (Hat wa$ 
fiHc4 to fling hw Qoods Qvcrboai^d t9 
compound for her Caroaf^. 

Anotheir difl»cttl?y that fr4»ce ftQW U^ 
tit)d», by the Acceptation of (he WiJAf 
19 that ihe muft he oblig'd 10 maintain 
•divers coaAderable Armies, in Places v^ 
ry far diftanr fe)me one a«o(h«r, if th^ 
Confedet^ates fo pleafe to diftra4l 'em, 
Theie mttft be oije in fM^rs, anpthff 
ia Italy » a third on the Rhm» a fourth in 
Spam^ and perhi^ a fifth in the W<^-f>*r 
dies, if thpy will defend «hfife Part3 from 
thofe Troops, which way be fent thither ; 
gnd from the Swarnw of Buc^att^ers ami 
i'fwAfx ; \yho, upon promife of Patdoi^ 
and hop$9 to iharf the Plunder of thac 
ilich Cottticry, will undoubtedly, all of 
'em, to a Man, joip the Confederate^, 
To th^fe niany, andNunierous Atwe9^ 

the Frfinck Fleet nauft be p?opQriionabl<i< 

f hat they may b^ able to prote^, and der 
lend 0)etr Coads, and Merchants again^ 
fiucs, and the P«?4 Flee* i and the Shoalfj 
of Pfivateeis, that upon promife of Feet 

l^i^Cj will bf f«at! Qiit h9f C| and in ^c^ 
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land; otherwifc their diftatit Armies will 
be in danger 'of Perilhing, particularly 
that of America^ for want of Recruits, 
Provifions, and all Neceflaries, which 
can only be furnih'd 'em by Sea, All 
thefc Confiderations put together, may, 
perhaps, induce us to believe, that France 
is really much the weaker for the Accep- 
tation of this Will, and having fo many 
large and weak Dominions to defend ; 
which muft neceflarily, if they be At*' 
tack'd in time, exhauft, and impoverifli 
^ her exceedingly. For as on the contra- 
ry, the Partition Share, wou'd hive been 
a great acce/Ron of real Strength, which 
no Body durft have Quarreird with hcf 
about, while we and the Dutch were ob» 
lig'd to back her in the defence of it. 

A Man that weighs thefe things Seri- 
oufly, and Impartially, muft needs be 
furprizd at our Condud, and wonder 
what induc'd us to give fo many fair 
Kingdoms, Provinces, and Ports to France^ 
without the leaft Article in our own fa- 
vour, or any Caution whatfoever, to bind 
France to her good Behaviour, and the 
true Obfervance of the Treaty. It was 
plain, that even fo, (he might, in a ihort 
time, take from us, and all the Worldj, 
the whole Trade of the Mediterranean^ 
jhe Streiglsts^ the Levant y and botji the 

* ' ' Indies: 
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Indies. This muft ncccjflarily have bedi 
rhe rpeedy Ruine both of us, and the 
Dutchy whofc Wealth and Strength dc» 
pend mainly on Trade. Wife Men have 
wonderd, how we cou'd content to fuch 
Terms, as muft neceffarily make the Pro- 
fecution of Trade, the true Spring of all 
our Wealth, precarious, and perhaps in a 
ihott time utterly impradicable. They 
have wonder'd what fort of Miniflers wc 
had at that time, whocou*d foeafilygive 
awayintheCtfi/ire^whatat a Prodigious 
Expence we had lb nobly defended in the 
Field. It madeibmerefled on an Emblem 
that was contriv'd for us, about the time 
of that treaty J in a Neighbouring Country, 
wherein the Englijh Lyons were painted 
with Calves Heads. How our Minifters 
will get clear ofthis Emblem, I know not: 
But I cou*d be content to excufe *em, up- 
on any good reafbn, tlio*, perhaps, the 
CKueone is never to be known. 

It will be but a flender defence of thole 
that advis d, or knowingly fuffer'd the 
King to enter into this Treaty to allcdge* 
That they did it to bind Francehy a So- 
lemn Ingagement from the Acceptance of 
the Will, in cafe one were made in her fa* 
vour, as it has fmce happened. For the 
Treachery ofFrance^ and her Violation of 
Qaths, and Treaties, whenever it futed 

hcc 
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Purpofc» has bceo their coofttst Thcme^ 
md perhaps their grcareii^ if not cwly 
Merie« and Service to their Couotry. 
They ought therefore to have Reprefen? 
ted to His Majefty with all Earodbeis, 
Iww little ibey expe£led,that France wou'd 
Keep Faith, and ^ood Meaning with him, 
ffpecially fincc no Security, or Expcdicm 
whatfoever, was propos'd, whereby flip 
fQight be oblig'd to it. They ought to have 
urg*d to him, the danger or tying up 
his own Handstand the Hands of tbei Siaies 
Geveralj by a Treaty which wciu d inftl? 
lihly leave FraMce at Liberty. If they 
plead. That out pf a forcfight of this WH^ 
fhey compounded with Fraifce Sox a pait^ 
|0 keep her out of the Ppfleffion ef the 
whole, they mull prove two things^ 

Firft, Tliat France was grown left An** 
bitious of Univerfal Monarchy, and Ici^ 
di(cerning of her Intetefts thiin b^^ 
^pfpre. And, 

Secondly, That ihe was grown more 
Honeft^ 9m more obierva^^ ^ her faith 
given. 

' For othcrwife, they wiU H? iMi4« a 
icu^y Dilemma, of betraying tlw Intc* 
lelhf of Eur^pCy either through ^o^ 
fancc» or Cpr^ptipn, both of pm fucH 
Blemiihcs as uncjuahBe 'em ibr $tateiiiien^ 
For by this T^csty^ they pu^anCA th* 
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Hands of France^ fo mudi of the Spmifk 
DomifiiofiSy s» inahrd her to cal^t; Spmitt 
i^ffaenever (he pleasU 

I am coqfideqc that no ImpaiKial Man 
wili thinle f h^t fl;ch Minifters as cooldl 
(through Ignipraticey Inadvertency, or any 
other wotfe £iuk, Advife, or even notdif« 
^de the Conclufton of a trtffty^ whofe 
Oonfequences might have prov'd fo £ita^ 
BO Engiand^ and to all the reft of Ettrcft^ 
cmght toi be fufier'd to have any hand ia 
che Adminiftratioii of the AfTairs of the 
(^id>l]ck for the f oture. It would be \m, 
a lame excufe, to fay that the Matters of^ 
&r'd to their Coniuieratton, wer^ of ra 
high Importance, as they durft not pr«« 
Xurne CO advife the King in *em, but left 
'em wholly to his Wifdom, on which they 
might rely. For what is the Bufinefs of 
a Privy Gouncelior, but to advife tlie King 
in all difficult and important Cafes^ to ea^ 
iiim of part of the Cares and Fatigues of 
a Grown e if a King mufiin all Cafes of 
difficulty rdv on his own Wiidom alone» 
to what end are Councellors and great 
Minifters entertain d abput him at f uch 
an extraordinary Charge to the Publiek) 
But Counc^ors, and great Officers, are 
lais'd to tkofc Pofts iof Hpiiom: sikI Pio-^ 
i^«<mpxdiuiipttdno Abilities^^ 

ithdi f^MAosA to Advift tint Kioe foi 
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the good of their Country, and in all hi$ 
mod: weighty and Arduous Affairs, which 
if they either will not, or cannot do, they 
ought to make room for Men of more 
Wifdom, Courage, and Integrity. The 
Concerns of a Nation, efpecially in diffi- 
cult times, are too heavy for any iingle 
Man's Shoulders ; and if thofe, who are 
appointed for his Relief and AfTiftance, 
he Unfit for, Remifs, or Un&ithfiil in 
their Service, it is impoffible but he muft 
make many and dangerous Trips. If the 
ordinary Minifters of State think any 
•matter of too great confequence and dif- 
iiculty for them to Undertake or Advife, 
Jeaft the Nation fhou'd run any extream 
hazard by their Miftakes, it is then their 
Duty to defire the King to Confult his 
iParliament, if any be fitting at that time, 
or can he call'd together before a necefli- 
ty of Determination. No other Condud 
can excuie -em from a Neglect, or Breach 
of their Truft. If they Advife, they are 
anfwerable with their Heads for the Da* 
mage the Nation may fufier by their Ad- 
vice ; if they do not Advife, they ought 
to refign their Places, and make room 
for thofe that ihall fill 'cm better for the 
Service of the Nation. But if they will 
. neither do the Duty of their Places them- 

felyes, that is, Advife the l^txg freely in 
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ftU Matters of extreme Concern, nor 
Will make way for thofe who would do 
eitlier, or both, they ought to be remov'4 
from about the King, as ufelefs and dan* 
gerous Perfons^ And fince no Body can 
with lb much Authority reprefent to His 
Majefty the danger of having foch Per* 
fons about him, as will neither do the Du« 
ty of their Stations themielves, nor fufier 
others to do it, but while they Arrogate 
abundance to themfelveSy rejed: all the 
Mifcarriages upon theKing himfelf^the Re* 
prefentatives of the People have retfon^ 
both for the King's, and the Nation's fak^ 
to warn his Majefty of the danger, and 
to defire that they may be removed from 
his Prefence and Councils^ 

Among other Grievances that (ell un^ 
der the Confiderationof the Parliament^ 
came the Pyracies of Captain AiJii; the 
Reports pf which had for fbmt time be« 
fore alarm'd the whole Nation. It ap^ 
pear'd jftrange to every Body, that XiM 
ihouid have fo much influence upon io 
many Perfons then at the Helm, as that 
the King's Ship, and CommiiTion, ihou'd 
be granted to an Old Buccaneer^ for Ends 
and Purpofes fo like his former Trade^ 
that it was not improbable for him, as 
nice a Cafuifi as he was, to make many oc- 
cafional Miftakes and Xranfitions, from 

his 



liis New CommflTiion to his Old PifadUtf^ 
Another thing remarkable^ aiid which was 
taken Terv great notice of in the Hmtfe^ 
was die Addrefs of Captain KiJdin^ 
idhoice of thofe to whom he offered Shares 
<^ his Purchales; for it feem*d as if he 
liad precluded all liieans of Complaint a« 
Igainu him. But^ perhaps the CaMain dki 
HOC know that it has nerer been the 
t'radice of any of our Offices, to iliflc 
iny Complaint, or Brow-beat any Cpm^^ 
^lainants that came before *em, even dio* 
Mainft themfelves, or their Interefts. For 
if any Perfons made Complaint in Nem^ 
Enflani^ where Kiii% Prizes were to be 
earry*d in, the Lord £-^- was Governour, 
who be fure wou'd not be partial in his 
own Cafe, that wou'd reflet too much 
tipon his Honour as a Sharer. If to the 
Admiralty in England^ there the Lord —- ^ 
was firfl; Lord Commi/Honer, and ready 
to do him the fame Juftiee, with the faitae 
ileafon. If he had recourfe to Chancety, 
there was my Lord ^ — -, who had equal 
Obligation upon him to favour bis Caufe. 
If to the Secretaries Office, the r^^^ 
was there, whofc Q^iaiity and^fntereft in 
diis particular Matter, enabl'd, and di(^ 
pos*d him, not to be bdiind-hand wttk 
any of the reft, on fuch a ^ood occafion« 
And if the Patty agtter'd, iud apply*d 

himfelf 
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hktiMf to the Coutictl-Board, there al^ 
mod all thcfe Noble Perfotis were ready 
to back and Countenance his Complainty 
and to give him all Protedion and Affi^ 
ftancie. Btit as Unlucky Men generally 
apply wrongs fo it far*d with the Complai* 
nants againft Kief J. The HoMjt of Cmi- 
mens were no Carers, and therefore ciou*di 
make no Reftitudon of what they never 
teceiv'd, or were to receive. They vmn 
not yet let deep enough into the Secre^ 
to know the true bottom, and the Solt^ 
tor of the Admiralty Mr. JT-*-*-^ ^^"^^ 
ting Henry Bolton go without fufi&jenc 
Bail, had taken care to let 'em know as 
little as he could of k^ However the 
Condefccntionof fo many Noble PerfoniS 
to Share with a Man of Captain Xidit^ 
Charader, and their private manner of 
Articling with him, the Condud of Kitli 
in the choice of Perfons of the greaceft 
Dignity and Power about the Court, and 
of the fared Influence in the feveral Offi^ 
ceS| and Ports that he might have Bufinefii 
in, the Manning of KM out of fome of 
tlie King*s Ships, allarguea Vigilant CanK 
of tlie Pubhck, not only in our then Mi- 
niftry, but even in the Captain himfel^ 
which couM carry him fb far as the Ifi4tks 
l^urely to fupprcfe Piracy, For tho* the 

Captain meteiy dKough Humane Infir- 

mity^ 
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inicyy fhoiild t)e ccmpced afirdh u> eotll^ 
micSin, the Sweetoels whereof he had fm* 
merly cafied, contrary to the Purity oJi 
Ills prefent Intentions : Yet how ibou'd 
any of the Noble Perfons who imploy*d 
him, imagine that he fhou'd prove fo 
£:ail> How could they divine, that after 
they had Condefcended to Treat, and 
League with him in fo clofe a manneti 
that he wou d betray his Truft, and ad 
any thing afterwards that was Criminal, 
which might reflect upon their Honours ? 
Cou*d they fufpedl, that contenting 
themlelves with the firfl Hundred Thou«^ 
land Pounds he fhou*d take, a Man that 
was to have the Ships and all Prizes to 
hiinfelf afterwards, fhou*d prove fuch a 
Villain, as to take any thing that he had 
not Inftrudions for i Mufl; not he needsap' 
prehend that their Treating and Contra^^ 
ing with him in fo Covert a way, was on* 
]y that he might not uie their great Names 
to juflifie or excufe any illegal adt he 
might commit ? Thefe things have occa- 
sioned many and various Speculations! 
and Refledions, according to the different 
,Views and Relifhcs Men had of *em« 

The Houfe of Commons were offended 
at the Negligence of Mr. fT*-— -, Soli^ 
citor to the Admiralty, in taking infuf- 
ikient Bail for H^ry Boltgn^ Captain 
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kiJ^s immediate Agent and Ihftriimenti 
Ic gave *erti great diflatisf acftion to fee that 
the King's Authority, Ships, Subjedsi 
and Stores, were emjJloy^d to the Scan- 
dal, iind DilhortOiir of the Nation. They 
Were concern'd to fee fo many great Offi- 
cers Clubb to fo low a thing j and cou'd 
hot doubt, but that they had farther In- 
ducements than they were wilhng to 
make known. However the Hiufe tfQom^ 
fHons found that both Meri,ahd Stores Were 
taken from aboard His Majefty's othet 
Ships, to fiirniih Captain Kidd to proceed 
6n his laudable Voyag?. Had there beeii 
nothing Clandeftine in the Proceeding^ 
with Captain Kidd ; had no great Meii 
cbntradfced for any advantage to them- 
felves; had his Inurudlions and Commit-^ 
fion beeii fuch as became the Commander 
of a King s Ship, and the Advantaged 
proposed to him, no more than were ne- 
ceflary to encourage an Honeft Brave 
Man ; Captain Kiadj perhaps, had laid 
under lefs Teniptation of playing the P v- 
rate, tho' ifc niiifl: be ccnfefe'd, that the 
caking of Pyfates, whether ^uccaneelrii >: j. ^ jfi 
or others, is but dry Bufihefs, ntAf§f0Si^0l^ ^ 
catch 'em by extraordinary gop4 Pbrturicf,; 
with a Prize frelh in thdr Mouths; For 
the* thofe Fellows Witt vcntiir^and iiiduf e 
*tiuch yyherijjigir l?ocJk?ts arfc empty, ytt 
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the firft good Booty puts 'em into th^ 
next fafc Harbour, till they are in the 
fame Cdridltioii the v went out in before ; 
that is, that they have neither Money 

nor Credit: It is not therefore convenient 
that Men of that fort Ihould have a 
glimpfe of Protedion from hence ; and our 
Parliament cou'd not be too careful to en- 
quire to the bottom of Villanies, which 
tefled:ed To much Upon the Honour of the 
* Nation, and were like to have cut ofFfrom 
Us one great Branch of our Trade, by the 
Offence given to the Moguls and Per^an. 
However, Hiddhis given Satisfaction in 
his own Perfon, and the Houfe of Com^ 
wons have made it appear. That it is not 
their fault if the reft of the Matter was 
no further enquir'd into. 

The great Mif managements, and Mif- 
Applications of the Publick Money, which 
have for feveral Years been obfcrv'd, 
have produced fucce/fively feveral Annual 
Commi/fions ^y kGc of Parliament, for 
Takingy Examiningy and Stating the Pul* 
lick Accounts of the Kingdom^ &c. What 
tvas the fuccefs of thefe Commiilions, it 
is not much to our prefent Purpofe to ex* 
Amine, becaufe none of *em had being by 
the Authority of thatTariiament whcrew 
We treats But fmceit has been publick- 
ly obje^ed, That by thefe Conuniflions 

"^"' littk 
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little was done towards the adjofting the 
Accounts of the Nation; and Inferences 
have been thence drawn by many, that 
fuch Commiffions are of little or no ule, 
it is certainly thcDuty of our Reprefen- 
tativcSj to make it their earneft endea- 
vour CO find out proper Methods to make 
fuch a Commiflion ufeful. It will fcatcc 
be pretended by any Man, That fuch an 
adjuftment of Accounts is in its own Na- 
ture imprafticable. If then the former 
Commiffions had not altogether the de- 
fired Succefs, the fault mud lie either in 
the Scheme laid down,as probable it might 
be for the firft Year or two, when the 
Field of Bufinefs was vaftly wide, aikL 
requir'd a long acquaintance to difpoic 
things into a proper Method of Adjuft- 
ment f Or in the Commiffioners them* 
felves, ifthey wanted either Skill, Appli-^ 
cation, or Integrity fufBcient for the Bu* 
finefs they were employ'd about. Now 
all thefe Wants have been charg'd upon 
fome of *em, but whether with any Juftice, 
or not, is a point I am not yet fatisfy'd in.* 
But there were two other Impediments, of 
which I think I may fpeak with more cer- 
tainty, either of which was enough to 
hinder the ox^ution of that Commiflion 
With any tolerable eafe or exa<%^efs. 
The &ft of thefe was, that divers great 

O z Men, 
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Men, who haid rtlighty Accounts to pafs 
before thefe Commi/noncrs, and perhaps 
very little Stomach to do it, had for le- 
veral Ye4rS fucceffive of thefe Commifli- 
0tis^ fuch a Power and Influence in the 
Houfe of Commons, as they were able 
to cramp the Commiflioners in their 
Powers, to difcountenance *cm in their Re^ 
ports, and even to Bantet 'em in the exe* 
cution of their Truft. How openly this 
Was pradis'd, is notorious to all that were 
then Members of the Houfe; and how 
much Men muft needs be difcourag'd in 
the execution of fo difficult a Task, the 
performan(;e of which was to be laid be- 
fore Judged fo pofTefs'd, I leave any one 
to guefs. The influence of thefe Men, 
perhaps produced another difficulty, which 
was a flaw in the Commiffion it fclf : The 
Commiffipners were not impower'd fuffi- 
ciently to enquire proof of fufpecJled Vou- 
chers, th^y cou d not Commit for Con- 
tempt of their Authority, and confequenr- 
ly were exposed to the hazard of being a* 
Dus'd by falle Vouchers, I might fay the 
certainty, for 1 want not fufficient Proof 
of fuch things in fome Offices. Thefe were 
difficulties, almoil; if not abfolutely infupe- 
table. And therefore the end of the Com- 
miffion might eafily be frufhrated in great 
meafure^ althongh the Commiflioners did 

ac^uii 
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acquit themfclves of their Traft, Jike 
Men of Ability and Integrity, as moft of 
*em were well known to be. 

However, the l^ft Parliament had taken 
care to remove moft of thefe ObftrucStipns^ 
by providing a Pill with larger Ppwers, ap- 
pointing Commi/fioners of known Worth, 
and Integrity, who were willing to have 
taken that trouble upon 'em, withoat Re- 
fompence to themfclves, or Charge to th^ 
Nation, and having a Houfe difpos'd tq 
hear, and enquire ftridlly into thefe Mat- 
ters, there was great reafon to expedt i| 
good iflue. But perhaps that very cxr 
pedfcation was what defeated the BilL 
Someof thofe very P?rfons who had here- 
tofore born fuch a fway in the Houfe of 
Commons^ are now grown powerful in a? 
nother place, and Accounts weipe ftill as 
terrible as ever. It was not therefore their 
Intereft to luffer fuch a Bill to pafs, for 
the three very Reafons before qien^ioa'c}* 

Firft, Becaufe a Commiflion with fuch 
Powers was as hard to be refitted, as on 
the other fid^fome Mens Accounts werq 
19 be made up ; and confeqqently 
fuch an Inquiry as the Commiflioners 
were thereby impower*d to make, 
might have ruin d the Credit, and per? 
haps the Fortunes of fome great Men. 

6?condly, The fame Pcrfo;is knew that 

^ Q a ^he^ 
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there was no Bantering the Commiffioncrs 
nam'd in that Bill. They knew 'em to be 
Men of Senfe, Honour, and Courage, 
that knew and dar*d to execute their 
Commiffion, and as they were Volunteers 
in that Service, had given Earned of their 
Refolution to unriddle that Myftery 
which divers good Men had before loit 
their labour in, and thereby perhaps 
might have made Difcoveries at chat time 
very unfeafonable to fome great Men. 

And Laftly, The Difpofition of the 
f/oufe of Commons it fc\f^ who were refolv'd 
as fajft as poffible, to extricate this Nation 
ftom that Labyrinth of Debts, Intereft, 
Deficienccs, and other Incumbrances, 
wherein it is at prefent in a manner loft, 
was a Terrour to thofe who knew by 
wh?t Steps and Artifices (he was led into, 
and left in it/ It was not fafe for them 
either to let the Bill pafs, or to have it 
rejected in grofs, and therefore fuch Ex- 
pedients were to be found out, as might 
Embroil the two Hbufes about it ; a R»- 
dice in which riiey had not long before 
fliewn a great deal of Maftery. They 
knew that the Commons having the fole 
Right of granting Money, had of confe- 
quence alfo, that of taking an Account of 
the Difpofition of all Money by rhem 
granted, and of appointing Gommiflkwers' 
i ' ■' ' \ \ '■'■.'- ' for 
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for that purpofe. This was laid hold on, 
9s a proper handl? to introduce thofe A- 
mendments, which they knew the Com? 
mons cou'd not agree to, without departs 
ing from thofe Rights which they were 
fure they wou'd never reUnquifh. Diverg 
Amendments therefore were made/ not 
perhaps fo much to alter the Bill, as to 
lay upon the Commons a neceffity of 
throwing it out, thereby hoping to ihifp 
the Qdium of fuch an Adion from their 
own door. But the Commons, who were 
aware of this drift, and faw the Conclufi- 
on of the Se/Tion fo near at hand, appoin- 
ted a Committee to draw u^ their Rea* 
fons, why they cou'd not agree to the 
Amendments made \>y the Lords, and af- 
terwards Ordered 'em to be Printed fot 
the fatisfac^ion of the People. To thefe 
H^albns I cou'd never h^at; or fee, a faic 
and Candid Anfvyer, though I have Iceii 
much Print, and heard much Clamour a- 
gainft'em ; and therefore I ihall give 'em 
in the Words of the Hoiife^ as they (land 
in tlie y'otes qiTuefJay the X4th of March ^ 
1 701. 

Th? Commons do difagree to the firfl; 
Ameiidm^t madel)y the L^ords^ 

Becaufe it is iJotorious, that many Millie 
ojfs af Money have been given to ffts Majefi^ 



^y theCmmons^ for the Service rf the Fub- 
fick^ which remain yet unaccoHttted for, to 
the great dijfatisfa^ion of the goq4 People of 
England, who chearfully contribute J to thofei 
Supplies ; jfind their Lordjhipsfirft Amende 
tnent^ prevents any Accounts being taken of 
thofe Monies by the Commiffioners appointed 
iy the Commons for that Furpofe. 

The Commons do difagrce to the fecond 
Amendment made by the Lords. 

Becqufe Jphn Parkhurft, ^»^John Pa- 
fpl EJquireSj have for feveral Tears been 
Comm'iffioners of the Frizes taken during th? 
late iVary and are Accountable fe/r great Sums, 
pf Money arijingthereby^ which ought to be^ 
applied to the Ufe of the Fublick. That the 
yi/^/John. Pakhurft, W John Palpal, were 
frequently preffed to Account for the fame^ 
hy the late Commiffioners appointed by A^ 
pf farliament ; but by many Artifices and 
Bvafions delayed and avoided giving any 
fuch Account as was requirdby thefaidCcm" 
miffioners. That the Claufe^ to which their 
Lordjhipi have disagreed by their fecond A^ 
tnendment^ requires them to Account beforq 
the firfl e?^ September next% but by their 
Lordfhips^ Amendment , the/aidjohn Park^ 
hurft Wjohn Pafcal, are exempted from 
giving any fuch Account j^ which is highly 
mreafonable. -^ < 

The 
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The Commons do difagreeto the dur4 
Amendpient. 

The Commons cannot agree to the Claufe 
fent down by the LordSy m^arkedmth an 5Q 
iecauje their Lordjhips have therein directed 
the Commijftoners to Allow and Certifie a pre^ 
tended Debt to Cfl/(?«^/ Baldwin Leighton j 
whereas the Difpojitionj as well as granting 
of Monfy hy Ait of Parliamenty hath ever 
^een in the Houfc of Commons j and this 
Amendment relatinq^ to the diffofal of Money ^ 
does intrench upon that Right. 

The Commons do difagree to ;hc 
fourth Amendment. 

Becanfe it is Notorious that £dwar4 
Whitacte mention din — , left put fy 
their Lord/hips^ hath hy Colour of bis Em^ 
ployment (^as Solicitor to the Admiralty) re^ 
ceiv*d the Sum of Five and Twenty thoufand 
Found and upwards^ of . Publick Monies, 
without producing any jufl or reafonollc 
Vouchers for the Expence thereof \, andth^re* 
fore ought to he accountable f^r the fame. 

Ana that by reafon of their Lordfhips dif-^ 
agreeing to the fever al parts of this BiO, the 
Supplies provided by the Commons ffr pay^ 
ing the Arrears due to the Army^ niu(i of 
neceflity be ineffeflftal *till another Sefjion of 
parliaments 

Thefe Reafons were Order*d to be in- 
fcrced in the Fotes of the Day ; and tbo' 



iharcfecn many attempts to Anfwcr 'em, 
yet I cou*d never meet with one that 
fccfc the Face of a good, much lefs of a 
true Reafon, for the Occafion ofem,utt- 
Ids thofe which I have already given may 
be of the latter fort, as many Wifer Meo 
than my iclf fufped they are. But till 
fomc Body (hail produce others more jufti- 
fablcy and more probable, the Comnibns 
l^ill (land clear of all imputation for the 
Mifcarriage of that Bill, and the evil 
Confe(|uences of it. 

But while the Commons were thus 
pmploy'd in Reforming Abufes, and Re- 
dlreffing Grievances without Doors, they 
Were not negligent of any thing that 
Ihight carry the appearance of it i^ithin, 
The Exemption of their Perfons, Eftates, 
and Servants from Arrefts, ExecutionS| 
and Sates, was a Privilege that had be- 
longed to *em above a hundred Years in- 
<KfputahIy; but it haying been the Mi^- 
ibrtcfnes of our Times, to fee Me^ crovlrd 
6y Iftdirc<ll Means into the Houfcj to pifp- 
tkk thcrrtfelves from the ^aymcsnt of jiiff 
I]lebts, and there to make Sale oi ptUer 
Mens Ptopetties, to F^edeent tfieir own 
Fbrtunes j the Ho^fe at once to ptif gc 
rhemfelves of thofe fort of Men ior tUci 
ftiirurc, and to do Juftice, artd Riidi^ds 

the Grievances of chc* Pedpl6 vitfiovrt 
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Doors^ took o^fthatPrivilege^ and gave 
kave CO Creditors to proceed at Law fo; 
the Recovery of their jaft Debts, fo far 
as was confluent with the Bufinefs of the 
Nation. It was not reafonable whil« the 
great Affairs of the Kingdom required the 
care of every Member, that any of 'em 
ihou'd by Arreft or Imprifonment be de- 
tained from giving his Perfonai Attenh 
dance on that Duty, for which he was 
by his Country fent up. But Eftates bad 
no f^otes, and therefore every Creditor 
was left at his liberty to make his way by 
Law into them, for his Satisfaction ; Md 
a Bill was on^purpofe drawn up, and paf^ 
fed by this ParUament to Authorize and 
Enable 'em fo to do. This was an H<y- 
nour referv'd to this Parliament, and 
plainly fhews, that it confifted of Men 
of Worth and Honour, who came not 
thither for Protection, and wanted noc 
to be relieved from their Creditors. This 
Bill had been attempted in many Parlia< 
ments before, but cou d never be brought 
to bear 'till now. Whether it were that 
(bme great OBkers, who perhaps needed 
not luch a Prote(^nthemfelves, brought: 
in fo many of their Dependants that did^ 
who had it not been for this Privilege, 
wou*d not have been at the Expence of fit- 
ting th«ire, or thar oth^ of Iiicumber'd 

Fortunes 
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Fortunes, ftrove to get in there as a Place 
pfiree Breathing, or perhaps by good Ma*' 
o^ement of licking themlelves whole, I 
will not determine. But fmce by the In<9 
4uftry of the Country Gentlemen, fo ma- 
fiy of thefe have not been able to make 
their way in St. Stephen^s Cbappel, this 
Bill has pafs'd, which had before been 
long and often labour'd for in vain. 

it were impertinent tp pretend to en^ 
large upon tlie Advantages and UfcfuU 
oefs of this Bill, to all forts of Trading 
and Tf ufting Men, Widows, Orplians, and 
Snnumerable others ; the Cities of London 
9nd IVefiminfier reap the Benefit of it above 
all others; but whether they have been ia 
grateful to that Parliament as an adt of 
fttch Generpfity requir'd, I muft leave 
undetermin'd. 

Imightinftanceinmany more excellent 
*A<3:s of that Parliament,but to avbidbeing 
too tedious,! ihall wave )em ber^,and re=- 
ierve em for a further occafioa, if at any 
(ime fuch Inftances ihall particularly be 
call'dfor. 

The Reader will I hope give me leave 
tp lay before him Ibnie of the many Ber 
uefits he receives by the fcveral good h&s 
pf the laft Parliament, which I have al- 
fcady taken Notice of. 

^ the. A<a fee 9 further Li^utation of 
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tke Crown,our Crown is feeur d forever td 
the Proteftanc Religion^ as here now £fbi* 
bliih'd by Law in the Church of Efiflmii, 

This may perhaps difpleafe che Dififeii*^ 
ters, and their Favourers^ who a6^ the 
name of Moderate Men, andfay^ Thatthe 
diflerence between us, is only about a few 
Ceremonies, which arifes from the Pailioa 
of a Party* But not to enter Mai a propos 
into that Controvcrfie, let 'em be pleased 
to Confider that if they are of any Family 
or Ancient Eftate, they ihall find them^ 
felves more endamaged by this pretended 
little difference, than their Anceftors were 
by all the difputes for the Crown, and all 
the BaroftsW 2ivs fince the ConquefL There 
are ilill coo manifeft Proofs of this, by the 
dedrudion of more Ancient Seats, and 
Magnificent Fabricks in the fpace of %o 
Years betwixt 16404 and 1660, than in 
fome hundreds of Years before, lb that 
we want a New Camhden to tell us wliere 
our Anceftors dwelt, and that fuch Places 
were once Inhabited. 

They are by the fame k€t fecur'd of 
the Prefence of their Prince amongft 'em^ 
unlefs fuch extraordinary occafions iliall 
call him abroad, as ihall make the Nation 
it felf think it neceflary for a time to be 
deprived of that Bleffing* 

Wc ihall hereafter be^protedted from the 

t)anseir 
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Danger of fuch Pernicious Councils, as we 
have lately experienc'd ; when every Man 
byfigning the Advice he gives with his own 
liana, Ihall not be able to evade a juft 
Charge againft him, if he advifes amifs. 

We Ihali not be in danger of being 
inade a Prey to, or betray'd by Strangers, 
«irhen they (hall be excluded from our 
Councils and Trull for ever, as is by this 
A6t provided* 

The Native Subjeds of Bngland may 
expect Encouragement and Reward for 
itheir Fidelity and Services, when no 
Foreign Favourites fhall be capable of 
diiappointing *em. 

Wc may expetSt that juft care may be 
taken of the Nation, and that the Pro- 
teedings in Parliament will be impartial 
when no body that ihall fit there, fhall 
be Biafs'd by Penfion or Place, and (hall 
have neither Hope nor Fear to encline 
him contrary to his Confcience- 

We may expert Incorrupt Judgments 
in the Inferiour Courts, when thofe that 
fit on the Bench (hall not be Aw*d or In- 
fluenced frorn above, and have no fear of 
lo(ing their Places or Salaries by a difplea- 
fing Opinion, and Men Will hereafter 
have better Security for their Lives and 
Eftates, than heretofore they have had. 

Great Men will hereafter be more cau* 

tious 
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tioUs of offending when they Ihall have lels 
hopes of Impunity, and thete fliall be no 
pleading of Pardons to Impeachments. 

Thefe Advantages are not the lefs CO 
fee efteem'd, becaUle comprised all in one 
AcSt, every Article had been meritorous, 
the' the Bufmefs of a whole Seffion ; but 
it Ifaews the Wifdom and Dextetity of that 
Parliament, who cou'd gain fo ma{iy 
Points in fb fmall a time, and couch 'eni 
in fo Uttle toom ; Points almoft all of 'em 
that have been heretofore difputed, and 
Ibmc of 'em very lately rejected. 

Another Point, no lefs confiderable thaii 
any of 'em, was got by a prudent Hcfitacv- 
on ; they prevented our being precipitate 
into a War, before we knew upon what 
terms, with our Confederates, we were to 
enter into it^ and how able we fhould be ta 
fupport it ; and this when the Nation w%s 
in luch an unfeafonable fecment and heai^ 
forWar, as would perhaps have hucry'd%^. 
ny other Parliament beyond the l^ottfldt 
of Difcretion. 

Another thing we ate obliged to *em for, 
is the extraordinary Courage they hav^e 
fheWn in calling to account great Men, fb;i; 
Offences againil the Publick, apd mi^tV 
taining the Rights of the Commons oiE^fi, 
land^^nd Slighting and Correding theTu« 
tnylts apd Diforders of many Evil difpos'd 
Seditious Peribos without Doors« If 
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If this be not enough to Convince all MeiJ^ 
fliat it was an Honeft True EngUfii Parliatiienri 
let thofe that have ajuft deference for theKing's 
Opinion V read his Senfe of it in the following 
Words of His Speech to *cm^ at the Gonluiion 
Of the Selfion; 

My Lords and Gentlenieti, 

THE Sefflon being n<yw coint to a Conclujioni 
1 Mufi Return yoU fny hearty Thanks for 
the great Zeal you have Expreffed for the Tublick 
Service^ and your ready Compliance ^ith thofe 
Things which I Recommended to you at the Opening 
of this Parliament: AndlmuH thankyouydnilc-^ 

men of the Houfc of Commons, in Particulari 
Both for yeur Difpatcb of thofe Necejfary Suf flies 
which you have Granted for the Tublick Occafl^ 
cns^ and for the Encouragements you have given 
Me to Enter into Alliances for the Vrefervatton of 
the Liberty qTEurope, and the Support of the Con-- 
feJeracy^ in which as itJhaB be My Carty not to 
put the Nation to any Unnecejfary Expence^ fo I 
make no doubt ^ that whatfoever Jhall be done^ du* 
ring your Recefsj for the Advantage of the Ccm^ 
0ton Caufcy in this Matter^ will have your Appr^" 
hation at Our Meeting again in the Winter. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

I fiaU Conclude with Recommending to you alii 
the Difcharge of your Duties in your re/peciivt 
Countries^ that the Peace of the Kingdom may be 
Secured by your Vigilance^ and Care in your feve-^ 
talStatimsi 

AShotk 
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DEFENCE 

Of the Laft 

PARLIAMENT, &c. ' 

THE People of England ought to have 
a due Reverence and Affection for their 

Reprejentatives in Tar^ 
SbartHiftory ofthekft Uamnt^ and to main* 

Parliament, rnntcdfor ^ . / • rr 

jscoi, Tifffm, &c 1699. ^^^^ ^^^^^ Honour y even 

when in dijlemperd 
Times it might happen^ they fhould a£l fome^ 
thing againjl the Puhlick Good^ not only he* 
caufe they are a part of our Conflitutton^ hut 
likewife that particular Part which the Peo^ 
pie have entrufled to look after and ma'- 
nage their Interefi : For fhould the People 
defert their Reprejefftatives^ they would he 
Fclo de fe, and one day run a hazard of lo^ 
fing that part of their Conjlitution. 

THis being the Teftimony of an Ad- 
verftry is therefore of the greater 
force. That Book was written to flatter 

P the 
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the Ambition, and ferve the Interefts of 
one great Courtier ( perhaps by himfelf ) 
wiio then thought it as much for his 
Turn to exalt and magnify the Honour 
and Power of a Houle of Commons, as 
he has done fmce to deprefs and decry 
it. But however it happens, that a Truth 
which was then thought for his purpofe, 
ftould be found fo oppofite to the Pra- 
• iSices of himfelf and his Creatures fince, 
it will remain an everlafting Teftimony 
againd them, that they know their Duty 
better then they Practice iz. 

No Oracle could have pronounced a 
Truth more momentous to England^ e- 
fpecially at this Jundure, when there are 
fo many Inccndaries at work to divide 
the People, and to irXpire 'em with a 
mad Reiolution to lift up their Hands a- 
gainft their own Brains, and not only 
to queftion their Power, but infolently 
to threaten their Reprefentatives, an un- 
prefidented piece of lawcy Madnefs ; 
which if not duly adverted upon, may 
j)rove in time of fatal Confequence to our 
Conftitution* 

Wonderful is the Power of Truth, that 
could furprile a Perfon, that was em- 
ploying fo much Art to abufe all the 
World but one Man, and his Dependants, 
into a Coiife/Iion^ which fhould fo foon 

ftare 
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ftare him in the Face, and convicSb him of 
want of Principles. However let us for- 
give 5.7^/, fmce he has been once found a- 
inong the Prophets. 

When the l^eople of England fhall for- 
get the Reverence due to their Reprefen- 
tatives, they will at the fame time make 
an unlucky Hep towards their ow^n Ruins^ 
and fct their Reprefentatives an ill Pre- 
cedent to forget their care of them ini 
requital. It is to be hop d, that neither 
one will give, nor t'other take any fuch 
unhappy Offence ; tho' the ufage the laft 
Honje of Commons met with from fomc 
People, has given many honeft PcrfonS 
occafion to think, that we are not (b uni- 
terfally right in our Heads, as not to hav6 
occafion for an Ad: of Parliament to plant 
Helleher for the ufe of the People. I dare 
Prophefic however, that their fears will 
prove groundlefs, and that the Men that 
have made all this uproar and bawling,are 
only a few whofe Guilt creates their Fear^ 
and a fet of mercinary FelloWs that like 
Indian Mourners are hired to whip and 
flafti themfclves,artd lay about *em in pro- 
portion to the Wages they exped:. 

The Topicks they have chofcn to tra- 
duce the laft Houfe of Commons Upon arc 
thefe. 

P z thai 
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That they have been dilatory and lacb 
ward in the Service of the t^ation. 

That they have .profecuted private Afih 
tnofities to the detriment of the Puhlick. 

That they have ufurpd an A rlitrary and 
Tyrannical Power over the Liberties of tht 
People. 

That they did not immediately upon 
their firft coming together Vote a Decla- 
ration of War againft France and Spaifi^ 
has been made the great Argument of 
their Indifference to the prefent Govern- 
ment, and their IncHnations towards a 
Change. But this is a Slander as weak 
as malicious) for no fooner were they 
met, but they gave his Majefty an affu- 
rance, that they would ftand by, and 
fupport him and his Government, and 
take effectual care of the Intereil and 
Safety oi England^ the Proteftant Religion^ 
and the Peace of Europe. This was car- 
ried by the whole Houfe, and his Majefly 
after thanks given, having defired their 
Advice on a Memorial from the States 
General^ which produced the next Day 
an Addrefe for a fight of the Treaty be- 
tween England and the States General, con- 
cluded the third of March 1677. and the 
fight of that, another the very next Day, 
Which Was unanimoufly voted, and pre- 
fcntedby the whole Houfe, to refer to 

his 
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his Majefties Wifdom and Condud the 
making of Leagues and Treaties with 
the States General^ and other fuch Poten- 
tates as he (hould think fit. Which Q)n- 
fidence and Heartinefs to him, the King 
rhank'd them for, and accepted as hearti- 
tily. All this pafled within a Week of 
the King's firft Speech, and fuch Unani- 
mity and Difpatch was never known in 
any Parliament before, upon Matters of 
fo great Confequence, Where tiien lies 
this Criminal Delay and Backwardnefs ? 

The Party that bellow this up and 
down, pretend a great Veneration for 
the Wifdom of the King, and a meritori- 
ous Affection for his Perfon and Govern- 
ment ; yet none of thofe whom they la- 
bour to afperle with Difaffedion, wou'd 
have caft fuch an odious Rcfledlion up- 
on him, as they have herein done. For 
they neceflarily tax him either with want 
of Dilcernment, or Sincerity ; fmce there 
never were ftronger or frequenter Aflii- 
ranees given, of the mutuial Confidence 
between a King, and his Parliament, or 
a mdre fatisfied and thankful Farewel 
Sp/ech, than thofe of the laft SelTions, 
what then do they mean, when they tell' 
lis the King was diffatisfy'd, or had rea- 
ion to be fo ? He tells us the contraiy of 
botbji at^d perfeveres in the fame mind 

^ ? 3 i^ 



a02 J jlmt Defence of 

in his laft Speech. Do thefc Perfons 
quellion his Veracity, or his Judgment ? 
One they muft, what fort of Affec9:ion 
is it, that ihele People bear to the King^ 
that will not allow him either to be Wife 
or Juft, any longer than they and their 
party have the fple Adminiftration of 
Affairs under him? 

Yet this is the Treatment the King 
receives from 'em. The King^ they 
iay, was perfuaded to diflcmble with the 
Houfe of Commons, which is fuch a Blot 
upon his Honour and Courage, as none 
but that Party ever had the Villany to 
lay. There is no doubt but the King 
has been often ill advis'd, for which per- 
haps, fome of 'em are dill accountable; 
but that he cou'd ever be prevailed with 
to ad: an infinccrePart with his People, is 
fuch an Imputation as none but thoie that 
have thriven by Sqandal and Fsidlion on- 
ly, durft have laid upon him. 

But to return to the Objediop againft 
the Houfe of Commons. They did not 
forthwith Vote a Declaration of War a- 
gainft Fra)fce and Spai/t^ No i They had 
^ore regard to the Prerogative, and to 
the particular Ability of the King i^i thclc 
matters, than to interpofe any more than 
their hearty AfTurancc of their Suppor? 
and Afliftance towards what he flioulcl 

judge 
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judge requifite. But then thofe, that 
judge fo early a Declaration of War ne-^ 
ccflary, arraign the King, not the Par- 
liament, of Delay. 

Yet were it ( to fatisfie thele unrealbn- 
able Men ) granted, that it lay in the 
Breads of the Commons only to refolve 
how far a War fliou'd be expedited or de* 
lay'd, the Commons are ftill Juftifiable 
for that delay, tho* not accountable. 

When the Parliament came together, 
all our Allies were under the greateft 
Conflernation imaginable, none of em a- 
bie or willing to declare againft France^ 
except the Emperour, who without the 
reft, cou'd not fignifie any thing to us, 
having neither Sea-port nor Ship, nor a- 
ny means of lending Succours to one a-* 
nother. The laft War had left us low in 
Purfe, Credit, and Invention, weary of 
Taxes, laded with Projedts, our Funds 
anticipated with a Debt of 18000000 
at high Intereft. Thefe things were 
a good Rcafon why our Reprefencatives 
(hould not precipitate the Nation into a 
War, before they had bethought thera-f 
felves of fomc method to bear the Ex- 
pence of it. 

The publick Treafurcs were become 
fuch arrant Plunder, that thofe who had 
^he Fingering of it in every OflEjcCji were 

P 4 fo 
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fo buly in filling their own Pockets, that 
moft of 'cm were rcgardlefe of publick 
Notice, or Scandal, They depended up- 
on mutual Conlcioufhefs, and Conni- 
vance, and defied all farther purfuir. 
Theie publick Depredations had long 

}>rov(>k*d the People, who were exceflfive- 
y offended to fee fo many worthlefe Fel- 
lows, grow Rich out of the Spoils of the 
Publick. And therefore the Commons 
had reafon if they meant to fatisfie their 
Principals, to enquire how their laft Gifts 
had been husbanded, before they gave 
any more ; and to call the unjuft Stewards 
to Account. 

hut Domeftick Mifmanagcments apart, 
we muft however have been the moft 
ralh, imprudent People in the World, had 
we then declar'd War. We had no other 
juftificable Reafon than felf Security, 
which cou'd not be endangered, but thro* 
our Neighbours the Dutch^ who did not 
then think themfelves in fuch a Conditi- 
on as to declare War. They had in a 
manner compounded for Peace, by own- 
ing the Duke o^Aftjou to be King ofSpah. 
Now if we by an over forward Zeal, 
had declared War firft, we had by fo do^ 
ing, made our felves Principals inftead 
of Second. 

Ti^c Difference we |iave been lately 

taught 
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taught, when becaufc th? War was our 
War, we were fore d to maintain the great- 
eft Part of our Allies, is a fufficient Lef- 
fon : And till we happen to have as good 
a Rcafon for 'em, I hope we fliall iioc fall 
into the fame Meafures again . 

Had we fo unadvifedly entered into a 
War which were not fingly able to main- 
tain, we muft either have retreated igno- 
minioufly, or have refolv'd to pay for all 
the Advantages, that our Confederates 
Ihou'd hope to reap from a War, upon the 
fame Terms that we did laft time, thac 
is, to have the Honour of Treating ge-i 
neroufly without Defign. 

Had we been rafhly engaged before the 
Dutch. We may aflure our lei ves that no 
Conditions wou d have been wanting from 
France to lure 'em off from us, whether to 
their own fide, or a Neutrality only. And 
therefore whoever they were, that made 
that halt in the matter of a Declaration 
of War, they (he w'd a great deal of Tern-* 
per and Prudence, for tho' 'tis probable 
the States wou'd upon no Terms have 
been tempted to defert us, yet we could 
not have avoided the reproach of being 
the moft Stupid People in the World, for 
trufting our Security in any other Hands 
than our own, while we are able to pro- 
vide for ic oui^fclves; an4 to put the Pro-. 

l?itj 
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bity of our Friends to fo fevcre a Tcft as 
to try whether they wou d fell us or not. 

But the King s owning the Duke of Af^* 
jm to be King oi Spain, puts an end to this 
Argument j for that the Parliament had 
no Hand in, and yet it fliews, that the 
King ( who under Hood matters better ) 
was not fo impatient for War, as fome of 
iits pretended Friends. 

I think I have (hewn, that this delay of 
9 War is no prejudice to England, and that 
if it were, that it is not chargeable upon 
the Parhament ; whereby the firft and 
lopft artificial Calumny is avoided. 

The next Article, which charges *em 
with private Animofities and PartialiticSj^ 
is in great mealure anfwer'd in the fore- 
going. 

That there were great Mifmanagcments 
of the Publick Revenues, was certain, and 
the People were for lome Years extreme- 
ly difcontentcd at 'em. They continual- 
ly reproach'd their Parliaments with Neg- 
ligence in that Point. Some honeil Men 
i^ the Houfe of Commons, conftantly en- 
^avoured a Regulation of the(e Abufes, 
t>at to no purpofe, while fome where dex- 
trous enough to defray their own Parti* 
ftns out of their Pockets. 

If they have fmce call'd any of *em to 
Account, it is unjuft i;o inter |^ret it Spk^o, 
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or private Grudge, unlefs it can be madq 
appear, that the Publick had no Reafbii 
to be diflatisfied >vich their Condud. 

The Rowans by their exad Diftributir 
pn of Reward and Puniftiment, made thcipf 
felves the greateft People in the Univerfc, 
No Man wanted the Reward of Service, 
or of Diflervice. There was no ballan- 
cing of Accounts in tefpedl to the State. 
He that did well was rewarded, he that 
did othervvile was punilh'd without re- 
fpcd to pad Merits, which were fuppos'4 
to have been recompenc'd before. 

In this they were ib ftricSt, that even Ctf- 
m^HS himfelf, ( the beft and greateft Mail 
that ever they bred ) cou d not efcape 
Juftice He was DiStator, had obtain 4 
by his own fingle Condud:, a great Vi- 
ry, and had taken a vaft Booty, This, 
according to their Law, Ihou d have beeri 
diftributed among the Soldiers : But Cj- 
miSus, who knew that the publick Trca- 
fury was indigent, by virtue of his Com-' 
mand, fold it all, and put it into the Trea- 
fury. His Army did not mutiny, but the 
fame Men, as loon as they came home, 
were Citizens, and then they impeached 
him. And he notwithftanding his great 
Merits, ( and faving not a Farthing cq 
himfelf) was forcd to fly his Country, 
%Q fave his Head. 

This 
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This Severity of the Uptnafts was fb far 
firom being ( what fome People call it ) 
Ingratitude, that it was the Prefcrvatr- 
oii of their State. They allowed no Man 
itpon what pretence foever, to adt con- 
trary to their Laws, or difpence with the 
Rights of tlie People. 

Let thofe, that have raised fuch a Flame 
among us of late, make out cither fo much 
Merit, or fo much Innocence as CamilluSy 
and I will be content to Vote *em Statues 
at the publick Charge, with an Infcrip- 
ttio^ to teftifie that they defcrve the E- 
itates, which I think yet ill gotten. Let 
thoie that by (ham Purchafes, and Beg-? 
ging have got the publickLandj iptp their 
own Hands, plead the yertue of Ca^ 
niillus in their own Juftification, and they 
ihali (which is a thing riot ufual here in 
MnglanJ) be Cannoniz'd for their Miniftryl 

As for that Arbitrary and Tyrannical 
Power which the Comrnons in the iaft 
Parliament were faid to have exercis'd, 
he that urges that againft 'em, if a Com- 
itaoner, makes a felonious attempt upon 
himfelf, for he endeavours to cut the 
Throat of his own Right, which he can 
only exercife by his Reprefentatives in Par- 
liament. 

But for the fatisfadtion of thole who 
have no intereft in the Rights of the 

• Commons^ 
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Commons, as being of another Order, 
or having fold their own Propriety ; I 
ftiall take the Liberty to inform 'em, that 
all Original Right of judicature is un- 
doubtedly in the whole People, coud they 
be aflembled to give their Judgment, I 
mean, in what relates to the whole Pea- 
jple. That the Rejprefentatives arc in- 
truded with their Power no body quelli- 
ons, and confequently may dp any thing 
that is not an I nfringment of the Rights 
of the two other Eftates, 

The extraordinary exercifc of Power 
charged upon *em is inftanc d in thefe 
particulars. That they have committed 
fome Brib'd Eledtors, and their G)rrup« 
tors, publick Officers that were not able 
or willing to give in juft Accompts of 
what they were intruded with, and fau- 
cy Petitioners who made it Matter of 
Merit to affront the Authority of the 
Houfe. 

Let the People chufe which of thefis 
fliall be Bar alias ; whomfoever of thefe 
they releafe ; they will fet a publick 
Robber free- The corrupt Eledor and 
the bribing Candidate, are a couple of 
Knaves that are Stock-jobbing the whole 
Nation. We may be affur'd that he that 
buys his Eledion, intends to be paid for 
his Voice. And the unthinking £led:or 

may 
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tnay dfliire himfelf, that when he cori- 
trads for his Vote, he is making a Con- 
veyance of his own, and other Mens 
Freehold, Liberty and Property. 

The Publick Officer that refufes, or is 
tjnable to Accompt, is a plunderer that 
has (loin more than he can tell how to 
excufe. 

And the faucy Petitioner is either the 
tool or the Knave, that fome cun- 
iiinger Men than himfelf employ to bear 
the difgrace, and in lome mealure the 
Punilhment of their Iniquity. 

If the publick Officer cheat only his 
Patron ; if the Sellers of Votes difpos'd 
of no Mans Liberty and Property but 
their own ; if the laucy Petitioners went 
lio farther then their own particular Re- 
frefentatives, and meddled with no more 
than they underftood there had been no 
Occafion for Commitment, and neither 
Kcfft nor Legion had been in an uproar, 
nor one deferved the Gate-houfe as the 
other did Tyburn. 

It is however to be hop d, that our E- 
ledtors will take more care that in the 
next Parliament we fhall have no Buyers 

or Sellers, Sh ds^ Coat — th^ &c. no Mea 

that ard ufed to Traffick for more then 
they are worth i none that countenance 
the affi^onting of Parliaments. Ail thefe 

will 
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will fell us, and thofe that favour them 
will be convinc'd unlefs they are of the 
fame Principle. 

It is to be hop d that thefe Confiderad-^ 
ons will move the Elediors to bethitik 
themfclves whom to return for the next 
Parliament, and to exclude fomc beggii^ 
People, that boaft much of Services, hf 
which they have got much from, and<k^6 
nothing for the Publick but what tfecf' 
dare not own. 

Our laft ParHament have fecur'd to ttt 
our Religion, our Liberties and Property^ 
It is our bufinefs to take care that theneiBt 
may not undo what they have done, ao4 
under pretence of Zeal for the Govefli^ 
ment, give up our Civil Rights, whicli 
Ibmc have lately attempted by voting ft* 
(landing Armies, &c. 

One thing all Electors are defired tb 
take notice of, that they can't give thek 
Vote for any Perfon that has a Place un- 
der, or Penfion from the Crown, without 
affronting the lateft and beft Ad: of Parlia-* 
ment that ever they had for their ownSecu- 
rity. By the late Ad for further Limitation 
of the Crown, and fecuring the Rights and 
Liberties of the Subjed it is provided. 

That no F erf on who has an Office or Place 
of Profit under the King^ or receives a Pen^ 
fion from theCrown^ /hall he capable oj fer^ 

wng, 
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ving as a Memher of the Honje of fOcmnfons^ 
What is the danger of, a Mercenary 
Parliament, I fuppofe the People need 
not be told ; and tho every Man who has 
a place is not therefore to betalls;d:Mer- 
cenary, he lies however under, luch a 
Temptation as wou'd forbid a Wile- man 
to truft him with his all. The Parlia- 
ment has wifely difabled em, and io par- 
ticularly, that no Claufe in Jthe A<St is 
without its Re(lrid:ion as to time, ex- 
cept this, and that of Impeachments^ 
which fufficiently fhews when they in* 
tended it Ihould take place. If they will 
think of thefe few things, we may hope 
to fee a wife and a couragious Pailia-^ 
ment^ and perhaps moft of thofe very 
Men who took fuch care of us the lau 
Seffion, which ought to be the Prayer 
of all true Engliih*men^ and good Sub- 
joins. 
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